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Specific goal: I would like to inform the audience of the conspiracy theories surrounding Princess Diana’s death, and give them the facts that disprove these theories.

Introduction

I. What do Marilyn Monroe, John F. Kennedy, and Princess Diana have in common?

a. Conspiracy Theories

1. Conspiracy theories are defined as any claim of civil, criminal or political conspiracy
2. Rarely supported by any convincing evidence and contrast with institutional analysis
II. The Facts

a. Despite the facts presented many individuals are not convinced

b. The truth is no matter what you tell conspirators, chances are they will still not believe you.

Thesis

Princess Diana’s tragic death was a shock too so many individuals because she was so loved and adored.  People could not accept that “London’s Rose” was gone in an instant, therefore many believe a conspiracy surrounded her death.  The facts will show you though that her death was nothing more than a horrible accident.

Body

I. Brief History of Diana

a. Diana Frances Spencer was born July 1, 1961

b. She married Charles, Prince of Wales, on July 29, 1981 in St. Paul’s Cathedral

i. Ceremony was televised worldwide

ii. More than 750 million people tuned in

c. Had two sons, William and Henry

d. Not everything was a fairy tale though

i. She battled with bulimia nervosa

ii. Constantly scrutinized by royal family

e.  Charles and Diana separated in 1992 and divorce was finalized four years later

f. Later part of her life was spent doing charitable work 

i. Aids 

ii. Leprocy

iii. Landmines

iv. Homelessness

g. Died on August 31, 1997

i. Funeral was broadcasted like her wedding and millions of people worldwide watched

ii. Elton John sang “Candle in the Wind” which he originally wrote for Marilyn Monroe

II. The Conspiracy

a. Assassinated by M16
i. Claims began with Mohamed Fayed, Dodi’s father
ii. Orders were given by the Duke of Edinburgh
iii. Rogue elements in the British secret service decided that Diana's relationship with Fayed was a threat to the monarchy and, therefore, to the British state
iv. Plot was to launch a white Fiat Uno sent to blind Henri Paul, the driver
1. Fiat uno was supposedly driven by James Andanson 
2. he was a paparazzo said to be hired by M16 
v. Paul’s blood was then later on switched with another sample so that it appeared he was driving intoxicated

vi. Camera’s in the tunnel were purposely turned off so the assassination could not be recorded

vii. Accident was a cover up

1. Engagement

2. Pregnancy

III. The Evidence

a. Investigation launched due to the allegations of  made by Mohammed Fayed

i. M16

1. Sir Richard Dearlove served in M16 for 38 years

2. Stated that accusations were "so absurd it is completely off the map"
3. M16 is not in business of assassination
4. Princess Diana does not even have a file with M16
ii. White Fiat Uno

1. Witnesses stated seeing a white car driving recklessly in tunnel

a. Odometer of Mercedes was tacked out at 121 mph 

b. Witnesses stated Mercedes driving very fast in 30 mph zone

2. Plates were not French plates

3. Broken taillight plastic found on the scene was in fact from a fiat uno

4. There was evidence of white paint on passenger side of Mercedes

5. Single biggest failing of whole investigation was not ever tracking down the fiat or the driver

6. James Andanson suspected of being driver

a. Owned fiat uno

b. Heard bragging about photos he had of Diana on night of accident

c. Said he drove away before cops got there 

d. Never linked to accident but did commit suicide in 2000

iii. Henri Paul

1. Supposedly hired by M16 to crash the car

a. Police found large amount of cash in his pocket at time of crash

b. Large amount of money in his bank account 

i. Only a bodyguard

ii. Parents said they were tips from wealthy guests at the Ritz

iii. Was able to save because he was a single man

iv. Never able to find source of money

2. Had blood alcohol level of 1.74 g/l equivalent of drinking 12 shots

a. Only 2 shots on bill at The Ritz

b. Two bartenders at other bars he attended that same night said he only drank Coca-Cola

c. Psychologist had prescribed him Aotal, drug makes you vomit on drinking alcohol
d. Parents say he was definitely not an alcoholic
e. Surveillance tapes from hotel, show him that same night not appearing to be drunk
f. Guests at hotel said when he stood up he stumbled
g. There are two hours he was unaccounted for during night
iv. Pregnancy

1. It is said that Diana was pregnant at time of crash

2. People were trying to cover this up so they had her killed

3. Doctor at hospital said there was no evidence of her being pregnant

4. Weeks before she had told a friend she was on the pill

a. Friend said she took it regularly

b. Friend also said that Diana had her menstrual cycle a week before the accident

5. Toxicology report surfaced that said pregnancy hormone was found in Diana’s blood

a. Turned out to be a hoax

b. Autopsy was never even done on her body

v. Engagement

1. Crash was supposedly organized because Dodi and Diana were engaged

2. Dodi did make visit to jeweler same day of accident

a. He was going to give a ring to her but not engagement ring, just a gift 

b. No ring on finger found on her body

3. Friends said they liked each other but no plans of getting married yet 

vi. The Royal Family

1. Diana had spot lot even when she was no longer Princess of Wales

2. The London Mirror reported that just months before her death, she had written a note saying, “My husband is planning an accident in my car – brake failure and serious injury.”

3. No evidence was found to prove that Mercedes had been tampered with

IV. Questions Unanswered

a. French lawyer Virginie Bardet stated, “The investigation, it’s not to answer all the questions, it’s to know why did Lady Diana and Dodi al Fayed die? And this question is answered,” says Bardet. “It’s clear. We know why this Mercedes had an accident. It was because the driver.”

b. Poll done by CBS news says that 76% of people believe we will never find out the whole truth

Conclusion

Whenever tragedy strikes, people want answers and they want to know why this has happened.  In so many cases all the questions are never answered because there is always an element of doubt.  People don’t want to face tragedy, instead they want to blame others.  One thing is clear though, Princess Diana’s death was unexpected and a terrible loss to the whole world. Given the facts and evidence we must believe that what was said is the truth. We may never know the whole truth behind that horrible night, but what we do know is there was an accident, and a beloved woman’s life was lost.

Works Cited

Badertscher, Eric. “Diana Princess of Wales.” Mas Ultra Database. 2009. 19 Apr 2010. < http://web.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.lib.uh.edu/ehost/detail?vid=7&hid=10&sid=545ed05c-a04b48379f83a90cbaa630fb%40sessionmgr4&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN0015312944-2>.
Hunt, H.E. “The 30 Greatest Conspiracy Theories.” Telegraph.Co.Uk. 19 Nov 2008. 19 Apr 2010. < http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/3483477/The-30-greatest-conspiracy-theories-part-1.html>. 

Leung, Rebecca. “48 Hours Investigates: Diana: Secret Documents Revealed.” CBS News. 21 Apr 2004. 19 Apr 2010. < http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/04/20/48hours/main612794.shtml>.

Tomlins, Marilyn. “Princess Diana’s Death.” Crime Magazine. 11 Apr 2010. 19 Apr 210. < http://crimemagazine.com/princess-diana%E2%80%99s-death
