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Name: Professor Janis Innis 
 
Work Address: 10041 Cash Road, Stafford, Texas 77477 
 
Office Telephone Number: 713-718-2361 
 
College Email Address: Janis.Innis@hccs.edu 
 
Education 
 
• PhD studies (ABD), English, University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi 1991-

1998 
o Concentration: Composition, American and British Literature 
o Graduate Teaching Assistantship 

 
• University of Southern Maine, Portland, Maine, summer 1996 

o Concentration: Cultural Studies Institute 
o Recipient of a NIH Fellowship 

 
• Mississippi State University, Starkville, Mississippi, summer 1992 

o Concentration: Education 
o Earned Teaching Certificate 6 – 12 Language Arts and Library Science 

 
• M.A., English, University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi 1989-1991 

o Concentration: Composition, Creative Writing, American and British 
Literature 

o Thesis: Mary Noailles Murfree: a 19th Century Southern Writer 
o Graduate Teaching Assistantship 
o Graduated Cum Laude 

 
• B.A., English, University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi 1985-1989 

o Concentration: Composition, Creative Writing, American Literature 
o Graduated Cum Laude 
o Academic Excellence Scholarship 
o University Honors Scholarship 

 
• San Jacinto College, Pasadena, Texas 1979–1981 

o Concentration: General Studies 
 
Teaching Experience 
 
Houston Community College – Southwest 
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Houston, Texas, 2006 to present 
 
Professor of English, INRW English, English Second Language 
  

Lead Instructor; Lab and Tutoring Supervisor 
 
Classes Taught (online and face to face) 

• 410 Integrated Reading and Writing 
• 420 Integrated Reading and Writing 
• 0300 Developmental English 
• 0310 Developmental English 
• 0341 ESL Developmental English 
• 0346 ESL Developmental English 
• 0347 ESL Developmental English  
• 0349 ESL Developmental English 
• 1270 College and Career Success 
• 1301 College English Composition 
• 1302 College English Composition 

 
 

 
Faculty Development Coordinator 

for the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence 
  

• Recruit faculty to participate in the Center for TLE development programs and 
activities 

• Promote the Center for TLE programs and activities 
• Identify faculty development needs specific to respective College/Division faculty 
• Assist in scheduling workshops to be held at respective college 

 
Instructor for the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence 

The workshops I am currently teaching include: 
• TL1011 - Writing Student Learning Outcomes & Course Objectives 

The focus of this workshop is to enhance participants' knowledge and skills in 
creating and implementing student learning outcomes and course objectives 
based upon HCC's adopted standard. In addition, it addresses issues of 
instructional alignment and assessment. 

• TL1080 - Rubrics and Measurements 
Participants will consider and discuss the rationale and need for creating and 
using rubrics for assessment as well as how to effectively integrate rubrics 
into a course.  By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to identify 
the essential qualifies of a rubric, develop and employ assessment methods, 
and create a rubric using online software. 
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• TL3030 - Classroom Strategies for Developmental English 
The intent of this workshop is to enhance faculty knowledge and skill in 
teaching techniques and strategies related to teaching Developmental English. 
 

Curriculum Development Specialist:  
o Student Learning Outcomes 
o Gulf Coast PASS – Texas Success Initiative 

Supervisor for the English Tutoring Program at SW 
Co-Chairman for Charity Food Drive at SW 
Created online courses for English Composition 1301 and 1302, Integrated Reading and 
Writing, Credit and Developmental English and Reading in Blackboard and Moodle: 
EO1.9 and EO2 
 
San Jacinto College Central 
Pasadena, Texas, 2005 to 2006 

 
• Director, Writing Center 
• Open Lab Supervisor 
• English Professor 
 

• Managed operations of the college Writing Center 
• Supervised the Interactive Learning Center Open Lab 
• Duties included: recruiting and supervising tutors and lab assistants; preparing 

budgets, collecting and submitting payroll data, monitoring expenses, ordering 
supplies, maintaining equipment, conducting orientation presentations for 
instructors and their classes, advertising facilities to the college community, 
ensuring customer service goals are met, setting future goals and working towards 
those goals 

• Responsible for the day to day operation of the Writing Center: scheduling tutors 
and tutor/student appointments; collecting and maintaining pertinent data for 
monthly reports, ensuring the facility is attractive, user friendly, and conducive 
for writing 

• Trained faculty to use Blackboard for their classes, teaching online, using power 
point with classes, and other computer technologies/software as needed 

• Taught several sections of English courses each semester, including dual credit 
students from the local high schools and using Blackboard 

• Advisor Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 
• Used Blackboard/WebCT as a delivery platform for distance instruction 

 
o Courses taught online and face to face 

! English 1301 Composition I 
! English 1302 Composition II 
! Humanities 
! American Literature 2301 
! Technical Writing 1301 
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Galveston College 
Galveston, Texas, 2002 to 2005 

 
• Director, Quality Enhancement Plan 
• Professor of English 

 
o Director, Quality Enhancement Plan for the reaccreditation requirements 

of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
o Met an eight-week deadline to research, develop, and complete a draft of 

the full QEP document, as well as initial implementation  
o Introduced the portfolio method of assessment in my courses with great 

success, in hopes of moving towards an e-portfolio system in the future. 
o Originated the concept and implemented the embedding of Emotional 

Intelligence Skills training in all English and Speech courses campus wide 
as a means of increasing retention as well 

o Instituted a Compass workshop for students prior to placement testing on 
campus 

o Served as a faculty sponsor for the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 
chapter, Sigma Gamma, the Galveston College Go Center Leadership 
Team, and the Multicultural Club on campus 

o Sponsored “Black History Month” English Program for students and 
public 

o Wrote grant and served as a core team member of “Achieving the Dream: 
Community Colleges Count” grant opportunity provided by the Lumina 
Foundation 

o Wrote successful grants to fund a Lecture Series on Galveston 
Immigration which was open to the public, students, and faculty 

o Worked with GC Grant Writer, Dr. Bernadette Hence, as she prepared 
grant applications for Title III and Title V Department of Education 
Grants, both of which were successful 

o Used Blackboard/WebCT as a delivery platform for distance instruction 
 

o Courses taught online and face to face 
! English Composition I 
! English Composition II 
! American Literature 
! Technical Writing 
! Humanities 
! Developmental English I 
! Developmental English II 
! Reading I 
! Reading II 

 
Mississippi Valley State University 
Itta Bena, Mississippi, 2001-2002 
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Instructor of English 
 

• Participated in recruitment activities 
• Mentored students to help them make transition from undergraduate to 

graduate school 
• Sponsored Poetry Read In to celebrate “Black History Month” 
• Created English courses in Blackboard 

 
o Courses taught online and face to face 

 
! English Composition I 
! English Composition II 
! Senior English 
! Technical Writing 
• American Literature 
• Humanities 

 
Mississippi Delta Community College 
Moorhead, Mississippi, 2002 

 
• Adjunct Instructor of English 
 

o Encouraged an increased use of computers by students in my classes and 
piloted an “English for Science Majors” course 

 
Courses taught: 
• English Composition I 
• English Composition II 
• British Literature 
 
Holmes Community College 
Grenada, Mississippi, 1993-2000 

 
Adjunct Instructor of English 
 

• Sponsored student participation in college publications with my students placing 
first and second place in several categories every year. 

 
Courses taught: 

• Composition I 
• Composition II 
• American Literature 
• Women’s Literature 
• Technical Writing 
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• Humanities 
 
University of Mississippi 
Oxford, Mississippi, 1990-1992 

 
• Graduate Teaching Assistant 

 
o Responsible for selecting course texts, designing and implementing 

syllabi, and evaluating student work 
o Taught writing and literature courses in computer-supported classrooms 
o Organized creative writing club on campus 

 
o Courses taught: 

! Composition I 
! Composition II 
! American Literature 
! British Literature 

 
Grenada Public School 
Grenada, Mississippi, 1993-1999 

 
Public Middle School Teacher 
 

• Sponsored video journalism club, drama club, spelling bees 
• Organized and sponsored field trips to state universities 
• Created grant opportunity, “Walls that Teach” 

 
o Courses taught: 

! English 
! Reading 
! Journalism 
! Speech 

 
Jackson Public Schools 
Jackson, Mississippi, 1992-1993 

 
English and Speech High School Teacher 
 

• Sponsored Speech Club and organized field trips for low-income inner 
city students to other cities, such as New Orleans, in order to expand their 
exposure to other cultures and educational opportunities 

• Significantly increased parent involvement through a letter-writing project 
 

o Courses taught: 
! English 
! Speech 
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Delta Correctional Facility 
Greenwood, Mississippi, 2001-2002 
 
GED Instructor 
 

• Prepared inmates to pass the GED test series as well as practical skills that 
included life skills, resumes, applications, and interviews 

 
o Courses taught: 

! GED 
! Life Skills 
! Writing Skills for Correctional Officers 

 
Adult Literacy Program 
 
Grenada, Mississippi, 1989-1991 

 
• Volunteer Tutor 
 

o Taught adult students to read and write and perform simple math. 
 

Administrative Appointments 

• Lead Instructor, INRW and AESL, 2007 to 2015 
• Faculty Development Coordinator for the Center for Teaching and 

Learning Excellence 2009 to 2015 
• Instructor for the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence Center 

2008 to present 
• Curriculum Specialist 2008 to present 
• Assistant Chair for the AESL and Developmental English program at 

Southwest College, Houston Community College, 2007 
• Supervisor of SW Tutoring Centers, Houston Community College, 2007 

to 2014 
• Director of the Quality Enhancement Plan (Accreditation Requirement, 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools), Galveston College, 2004-
2005 

• Core Team Member, “Community Colleges Count: Achieving the Dream” 
Grant, Galveston College, 2004-2005 

• Planning Committee, (Grant Initiative) “Walls that Teach,” Grenada 
Public Schools, 1995-1998 

Academic Service 

• Assistant Chair, AESL and Developmental English 2007 to present 
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• Director of Live Tutoring Program 2007 to present 
• Director of Supplemental Instruction 2008-10-23 
• Co-Director, Spring In-Service, Department of Developmental Studies, 

Houston Community College Southwest, 2007 
• Author, Quality Enhancement Plan, Galveston College, 2004-2005 
• Writer, “Achieving the Dream: Community Colleges Count” Grant, 2004-

2005 
• Chair, Compass Workshop Committee, Galveston College, 2004-2005 
• Chair, Student Services Committee, Galveston College, 2004-2005 
• Director, Mentoring Program, Galveston College, 2004-2005 
• Chair, Emotional Intelligence Program, Galveston College, 2004-2005 
• Faculty Senator, Galveston College, 2004-2005 
• Member, Recruitment and Retention Committee, 2003-2005 
• Director, “Immigration and Galveston” Lecture Series, Galveston College, 

2003 
• Faculty Senator, Galveston College, 2003-2004 
• Member, Professional Development Committee, 2002-2003 
• Member, Student Services Committee, MS Valley State University, 2001-

2002 

 

Faculty Sponsor 

• Phi Theta Kappa, San Jacinto College, 2005-2006 
• Mentoring Program, Galveston College, 2004-2005 
• Phi Theta Kappa, Sigma Gamma, Galveston College, 2002-2005 
• Go Center Student Leadership, Galveston College, 2003-2005 
• Multi-Cultural Student Organization, Galveston College, 2003-2004 
• Black History Month Read-In, Galveston College, 2003 
• Black History Month Read-In, Mississippi Valley State University, 2002 
• Drama Club, Grenada Public Schools, 1993-1998 
• Spelling Bee Tournament, Grenada Public Schools, 1993-1998 
• Video Journalism Club, Grenada Pubic Schools, 1994-1996 
• Speech Club, Jackson Public Schools, 1992-1993 

Honors and Awards 

Teaching Honors: 

• Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers 
• Certificate of Excellence for Outstanding SEOI Results, HCCS 

Southwest College 
• Employee Performance Award Nominee, Galveston College 
• Professor Chips Award Recipient, Galveston College 
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• Professor of the Year Award, Galveston College 
• NISOD Excellence Awards Recipient, University of Texas 
• Great Teaching Roundup, Texas Community College Teachers 

Association 
• Faculty of the Year Award, Galveston College 
• Faculty Advisor Excellence Award for Service, Phi Theta Kappa 

Academic Excellence 

 

Student Honors: 

• Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, University of Mississippi 
• Sigma Tau Delta English Honor Society, University of Mississippi 
• Psi Chi Psychology Honor Society, University of Mississippi 
• Golden Key Honor Society, University of Mississippi 
• Honors Program, University of Mississippi 
• Chancellor’s and Dean’s Honor Rolls 

 

 

Scholarships and Fellowships 

• Academic Excellence Scholarship, University of Mississippi 
• Chancellor’s Academic Scholarship, University of Mississippi 
• Honors Program Scholarship, University of Mississippi 
• Graduate Teaching Assistantship, University of Mississippi 
• NEH Stipend, Cultural Studies Summer Institute, University of Southern 

Maine 

Presentations, Performances, and Readings 

• “Preventing Plagiarism Proactively,” Houston Community College Faculty 
Conference held at the downtown Doubletree Hotel, Houston, Texas, 2017. 

• “SteAming Ahead in Writing: Incorporating SteAm Topics Seamlessly in Writing 
Assignments,” Houston Community College Faculty Conference held at the 
downtown Doubletree Hotel, Houston, Texas, 2016. 

• “Space: The Last Frontier / Celebrating Houston in the Classroom,” Houston 
Community College Faculty Conference held at the downtown Doubletree Hotel, 
Houston, Texas, 2015. 

• “Using Turnitin with Moodle in your English Courses,” English Faculty and Adjunct 
Summer Conference held at the HCCS Central Campus, Houston, Texas, 2014. 
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• “Creating a Learner-Centered Course with Student Input for Your Syllabus,” 
presentation at the Spring Learner-Centered Instructional Design Symposium, held at 
HCCS West Loop Campus, Houston, Texas, 2014. 

• “The Johnson Space Center and NASA: Space, the Last Frontier,” presentation at the 
Spring Learner-Centered Instructional Design Symposium, held at HCCS West Loop 
Campus, Houston, Texas, 2014. 

• “Teaching is Learning Twice: Students Teaching Students,” presentation at the 
Spring Learner-Centered Instructional Design Symposium, held at HCCS West Loop 
Campus, Houston, Texas, 2013. 

• “Increasing Student Success with the Novel,” presentation at the Spring NADE 
Conference, held at the Downtown Denver Sheraton, Denver, Colorado, 2013 

• “Enhancing English Courses with Technology,” presentation at the Spring HCCS 
Faculty Conference, held at the downtown Doubletree Hotel, Houston, Texas, 2013 

• “The Novel in English Writing Courses,” presentation at the Spring HCCS Faculty 
Conference, held at the downtown Doubletree Hotel, Houston, Texas, 2012. 

• “Tips and Tricks for Eagle Online/Moodle,” presented at the Spring HCCS Distance 
Education Conference, held at the HCCS South East Learning HUB, Houston, Texas, 
2012. 

• “Not for Students Only:  Benefits of Integrating Emotional Intelligence Skills in the 
Classroom Extend Beyond the Students,” Presentation at the “2009 San Jacinto 
College Institute for Emotional Intelligence,” held at the Westin Galleria Hotel, 
Houston, Texas, 2009. 

• “Choosing the Right College,” Presentation at the “On the Mark for College Success” 
program sponsored by Project Grad Houston, held at Texas Southern University, 
Houston, Texas, 2009. 

• “Visual Learning: Increase Retention using Left Brain/Right Brain Research,” 
Presentation at the Spring Houston Community College Faculty Conference, held at 
the downtown Doubletree Hotel, Houston, Texas, 2009. 

• “The Right Choice: Community Colleges,” Presentation at the “On the Mark for 
College Success” program sponsored by Project Grad Houston, held at the University 
of Houston Downtown, Houston, Texas, 2008 

• “The Advantages of Attending Community Colleges,” Presentation at the “On the 
Mark for College Success” program sponsored by Project Grad Houston, held at St. 
Thomas University, Houston, Texas, 2007 

• “Begin Your Teaching Career at SJC,” Presentation to high school members of 
“Future Teachers,” at San Jacinto College Central, Pasadena, Texas, 2006 

• “Setting Sails for Success: Innovation in Learning at the Community College,” 
Presentation at the Learning Summit of the League for Innovation in Learning, The 
Oak Brook Resort, Oak Brook, Illinois 2005 

• “Emotional Intelligence and Retention,” Presentation at the National Conference on 
Emotional Intelligence, Texas A&M at Kingsville, Kingsville, Texas 2005 

• “The Quality Enhancement Plan,” Presentation made for the Board of Regents at their 
annual Fall Retreat, The San Luis Resort and Hotel, Galveston, Texas 2004 

• “Achieving the Dream: Community Colleges Count,” Presentation at the Board of 
Regents’ Meeting, Galveston College, 2004 
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• “Popular Culture in America,” Texas Leadership Summer Institute, Phi Theta Kappa, 
Austin, Texas 2004 

• “Developmental Education in English,” Research Paper presented to the Department 
of General Studies administrators and faculty at Galveston College, 2003 

• “Dracula’s Wife,” Performance of original poem, Cultural Art Series, 
Hastings Bookstore, Galveston, Texas 2003 

• “Medical Ethics,” Presentation, Texas Leadership Summer Institute, Phi Theta 
Kappa, Brenham, Texas 2003 

• “Mary Johnston: Virginia’s Favorite Daughter,” Essay, presented to fellow 
graduate students, University of Mississippi, 1994 

• “Peer Evaluation in English Composition,” Graduate Teaching Assistants’ 
Workshop, University of Mississippi, 1992 

• “Mary Murfree’s Tennessee Mountain Men,” Essay, presented to fellow 
graduate students, University of Mississippi, 1991 

• “The Champ,” Three Act Play, presented to fellow students and entered in 
competition in New York City, University of Mississippi, 1989 

• “Pearlie Mae Was Loved,” Short Story, Presented to fellow students and 
awarded a four year scholarship for the same, Honors Program, University of 
Mississippi, 1988 

• “Emma Goldberg: A Woman Before her Time,” Essay, Presented to fellow 
undergrads at the request of professor and placed on reserve at the UM 
Library, University of Mississippi, 1987 

 


