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Purpose 

 To explain and provide documentation of 
the economic conditions since 2008 that 
have resulted in conditions of high 
poverty and therefore an increasing need 
and demand for food stamps. 

 To explain conditions in Texas regarding 
utilizing and administering the federal 
SNAP food stamp program administered 
by Texas Dept. Human Services. 

 To explain the widening wealth gap 
between rich and poor, and inability of 
the middle class to increase it share of 
wealth even with education and hard 
work. 



June 12,2012 

The lack of long-term, historical 

wage growth is the reason behind 

Obama’s 2013 State of the Union 

goal to link minimum wage to 

annual, consumer price increases. 

Both poverty and family incomes have been 
declining consistently for decades verifying the 
adage “rich get richer and poor get poorer”. 



Declining Household Income 
by County (except for Urban Areas) 





Houston poverty rises in 2012 
9/21/12 

Median household income defines the 
‘middle class’, yet Romney thought ‘middle 

class’ was over $200K. 

2 min. Video:  Poverty has relocated to the suburbs. 
http://www.upworthy.com/1-minute-and-45-seconds-that-ll-make-you-think-

twice-about-poverty?g=2&c=upw1  
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Graphic 
shows food 
stamp 
recipients by 
level of 
education. 

Less than HS 

College  

Some college 

HS 



Prior to the Reagan Admin in 1980, all income segments of society 
grew equally, but since then, only the wealthy 1% have excelled. 

BEFORE 1980 NOW, 
with a greater GAP 

between rich and poor 

economic EQUALITY 

for all income groups 

Decline of the middle class and the 
increasing gap between rich and poor. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPKKQnijnsM  

Wealth Gap & Income 
Inequality in America 

Graph shows differences in actual and perceived wealth gap by Americans. 

Watch this 6 minute VIDEO on income inequality: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPKKQnijnsM


There is very 
little growth 
in real 
income for 
Americans in 
the last 30 
years. 

Poverty is at 

an all time 

high for all 

age groups. 

The 1% 

99% 

Growth of the Wealth Gap 

since 1980 and Decline of 

the Middle Class 





Who are the 1%?  Beyonce buys Blue Ivy 

a diamond- studded Barbie worth $88,000.  
Obviously we are not part of the 1%. 



9/14/2013 

1 minute video: 
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/3032619/ns/NBCNightlyNews/#52977126 

The gap between the richest 1 % and the rest of 
America is the widest it's been since the 1920s. 

http://www.nbcnews.com/id/3032619/ns/NBCNightlyNews/#52977126


How do they get so rich? 

Meet Three Billionaires Asking Taxpayers To Buy 

Them New NFL Stadiums: 

 
Owner name 

Owner net worth / 
rank in NFL 

 
Team 

Amount requested from 
taxpayers for stadiums 

Stan Kroenke $5.3 billion /  2nd St. Louis Rams $700 million 

Stephen Ross $4.8 billion /  3rd Miami Dolphins $380 million 

Arthur Blank $1.7 billion / 10th Atlanta Falcons $200 million 

Bud Adams ??? Houston Oilers Moved the team to Tennessee 
when Houston refused to build 

 

The NFL has 14 team owners on Forbes list of richest 
Americans.  Three are asking taxpayers in their city to 
help underwrite the cost for new stadiums or massive 
renovation projects to further enhance the value of their 
teams, players, and personal wealth. 

Many taxpayers are not aware that their tax money is often for a 

subsidy to offset costs and to enhance profits for private business. 

1997 



Forbes Magazine 2015 
list of Billionaires 

March 
2015 



Unfortunately and unknown to most Americans, 
corporations are not paying their share of taxes and 
they are simultaneously receiving massive tax 
benefits via loopholes.   
 
People who are against entitlement programs for 
people are totally unaware and being distracted from 
the real issues, which are the massive tax subsidies 
to corporations and the wealthy. 



Large corporations use “loopholes” 
to avoid paying their share of taxes. 







Romney’s remark about the 47% may prove to be the 
turning point in the 2012 election because people began 
to better understand his lack of understanding and 
caring.  Immediately afterwards, his popularity dropped 
in the polls (most critically in the swing states) and 
remained so until the election. 



Romney’s derogatory comment about 47% as 
“parasites or moochers” on government assistance 
and for not paying income taxes is accurate, but 
insulting to those who need help. 

-Medicaid: 26% 

-Social Security: 16% 

-Food stamps: 16% 

-Medicare: 15% 

-Women, Infants and 

Children food program: 8% 



Why are 47% of people 
(1 in 6) on food stamps?  Numerous others 
could be eligible, but are not participating. 

SNAP costs will decrease 
as the economy improves. 



Labor Day 2013 is met with increasing 
frustration over lower wages and inequality 
between the “haves & have nots”.  25% of 
Americans are living in poverty plus the 
other 25+% without healthcare. 

Monday, September 2, 2013 



Texas has more workers earning 
minimum wage than any other state. 



Minimum wage is a guaranteed federal 
wage, although it is usually below the 

poverty level in some areas. 

Inflation erodes the purchasing value of a dollar such that increases in 
wages are always needed.  Minimum wage value in the 1960s had greater 
buying power than today ($10.56 vs. $7.25 today), thus the middle class 
is in worse economic condition now than 40 years ago.  

Current Value & Variable Buying Power of 
the  Minimum Wage 

How much per hour 

do YOU make?? 

$1.60/hr in 1968 had the 

same buying power as does 

$10.56 today. 

Obama’s objective in the 2013 State of the Union speech was to index 

minimum wage to the CPI so wages grow consistent with inflation. 



 The actual dollar amount of the minimum wage 
is higher now ($7.25) than in history, but its 
buying power in 2013 is less than 1960s 
due to inflation when its value was $10.56 

 Obama advocates raising minimum wage to $9. in 
his 2013 State of the Union speech which still is 
below 1968 levels. 

CNNMoney, however, has debunked the myth that raising 

the minimum wage in America is the only element 

necessary to raise a family out of poverty. For a family of 

four making  at least $9/hr., and while taking advantage of 

several key tax breaks, CNNMoney writes that the new rate 

would be barely enough to lift the family above the 

poverty line, and hardly enough to raise their standard of 

living by much in light of the US’s dependence on a tax 

code that has been decried as “broken” by many. 

While raising the minimum wage would be a step in the right direction 

towards addressing poverty in the US, advocates for economic justice 

argue that helping people find higher-paying jobs is another, more 

effective, means of fighting poverty. 



Strength of the 
economy lies in the 
middle class, yet the 
division of wealth has 
become so 
exaggerated that the 
Wall St. 1% are the 
only survivors. 











And even by 2012, cartoonists portrayed the pay gap 
between men and women to be as much as 23% lower. 

Gender & Pay 
Inequality 



President Obama signs the Act 

into law; to his right is the new 

law’s namesake, Lilly Ledbetter 

Obama’s 1st signed 
legislation was the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay 

Act  to insure 
equal pay for 
women. Prior to this, 
there were no federal laws 
guaranteeing equal pay or 
equal rights for women. 

2009 

DESPITE PERCEIVED EQUITY AMONGST THE 
GENDERS, THERE WAS NO LAW TO INSURE EQUAL 

PAY UNTIL OBAMA SIGNED THE LAW IN 2009. 

 This precluded lawsuits by victims who alleged 
ongoing pay discrimination because of gender, 
but who did not discover it until years after the 
discrimination began. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Barack_Obama_signs_Lilly_Ledbetter_Fair_Pay_Act_of_2009_1-29-09.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Barack_Obama_signs_Lilly_Ledbetter_Fair_Pay_Act_of_2009_1-29-09.jpg




Equality is fundamental 
to most animals and 

people.   

First federal law to 
guarantee equal pay for 

women, 2009. 

Watch this reaction of 2 

monkeys who do not get 

equal treatment: 

VIDEO: 
http://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?feature=player_embed

ded&v=meiU6TxysCg  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=meiU6TxysCg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=meiU6TxysCg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=meiU6TxysCg


Woman 
earn less 
than men 
and 
minority 
women earn 
even less. 

White men 

White women 

Black women 

Hispanic women 

$0.57 

$1.00 

$0.77 

$0.69 



Texas Governor Rick Perry has some bad news for Texas 
women. Perry called legislators that Texas would not join the 
federal government and 42 other states that have addressed 
gender-based wage discrimination. Their bill, which installs 
state-level legal protections similar to those enacted by the 
federal Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, had a lot of 
momentum before reaching Perry's desk. Last month the 
legislation, along with two separate amendments, 
cleared both of the state's chambers, and it would have 
made Texas the 43rd state in the Union to have passed 
such legislation. 

Jun 14, 2013 



Summer 2013, Perry vetoed 
women’s equal pay bill in Texas 
because Kroger & Macy’s asked 
him, so to avoid law suits in 
state court that would be 
cheaper and easier than filing 
in federal court. 

State Senator Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston, 
cancels her appearance at Macy’s to 
promote Tax Free Weekend.  The liberal 
group Progress Texas started an online 
boycott of Macy’s and Kroger, asking 
folks to sign on and refrain from 
shopping at the stores until they 
support “equal pay for equal work.” 

VIDEOS:  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/06/14/rick-perry-

equal-pay_n_3443591.html 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/08/06/rick-perry-macys_n_3714546.html   
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Members of Texas Retail Merchants Assoc. (an interest group) 
lobbied Perry for the veto, which would protect large corporations 
from wage discrimination law suits filed in state court that would 
save them huge amounts of money.  This process is an example 
of POLITICS on the law-making process to influence the 
outcome which is different than the will of the people. It 
is not illegal. 

Will you continue to 

shop at these stores  

knowing that they do 

not support equal pay 

for women in Texas? 



      Facts and Truth on Food Stamps: 
This program is funded by Congress, but each state 
administers it, so it is different. Republicans have cut it 
substantially, but increased aid to farmers. Benefits are 
supposed to be processed in 30days, but Texas SNAP program 
delayed up to 6 months (a long time when you are hungry) 
and was fined $4. million a few years ago. 





2013 Republican Congress votes 
to cut food stamps by $4billion 

 Average benefit is $4.50/day/person ($135. month) 
 82% of all participants are families with children; 25% are elderly 

and disabled 
 12 page application process; renewal must be made very 6 

months 
 50% or recipients have jobs and are working; only 4% had 

not worked the previous year 
 Florida drug testing ended up costing $45,780. In 2011, only 108 

of 4,086 (2.6%) of Floridians failed their drug tests. 
 Texas has no welfare. This is a a temporary program to help in 

crisis. Half of all new cases receive food stamps for fewer than ten 
months, and nearly three-quarters leave after two years 

 Among the 254 counties where food stamp recipients doubled 
between 2007 and 2011, Republican Romney won 213 of them in 

2012. Owsley County KY, which backed Romney with 81% of its 
vote, has the largest proportion of food stamp recipients among 
those that he carried.  



New farm bill 
will cut food 
stamps by $4B. 

June 2013 





Food Stamp 
Recipients by 

County 

http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Food-stamps-hit-record-level-in-Texas-2267580.php#-1,-1,NEXT


SNAP Recipients in the Houston area 
Because of the severity of the 2007 Recession, more people than 
ever before needed assistance with basic sustenance like food.  
Some counties nearly doubled in 4 years. 





LBJ’s “War on Poverty” of the 1960s 
reduced the percent of people in 
poverty from about 25% to current 
average of 15%, but there has been 
no improvement since then. Since 
the 2008 Recession, poverty has 
resumes its upward climb. 

Yet the 15% rate of poverty 
has been essentially flat for the 
last 50 years. 

Texas does not have the 
highest rate of poverty, but 

certainly not the best. 



Where Poor and Uninsured Americans Live 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/10/02/us/uninsured-americans-map.html?ref=politics 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/10/02/us/uninsured-americans-map.html?ref=politics
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/10/02/us/uninsured-americans-map.html?ref=politics
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/10/02/us/uninsured-americans-map.html?ref=politics
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/10/02/us/uninsured-americans-map.html?ref=politics
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MEDICAID is a federal/state program to help defray 

medical costs for low income people.   Some of the 
benefits are paid by the states and the states that have 
the most poor are doing the least to improve it.  

TEXAS has no plans to 

expand Medicaid 



The Recession and technology have eliminated 
good paying jobs, so many people are forced into 
minimum wage, part-time, low-skill, and service 
jobs with no benefits or healthcare. 



Texas administers the federal FOOD 
STAMP program, but there is no cost 

for the benefits to the State. 

Texas sued over delay in 
food stamps. 
Federal government 
wants applicants 
certified in 30 days, but 
some are waiting 
months.  Aug. 10, 2009 

There is NO welfare in 
Texas and these meager 
benefits are all that are 
offered to underprivileged 
or victims of the worst 
Recession since the great 
depression. 

$20./day for food 
for a family of 4. 

$4./day individual 



7/16/12 

Are these people lazy or “slackers” that 
we want to cut off from basic nutrition?  



Texas Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP)  
Managing Agency Texas http://www.state.tx.us  

 

Program Description 
Many Texans have trouble making ends meet each month. 
After paying for rent, utilities, transportation, and child care, 
there's often little left over to buy nutritious food. But it 
doesn't have to be that way. Each month, hundreds of 
thousands of families across the state turn to the Texas 
Department of Human Services (DHS) to receive help in the 
form of SNAP benefits to help feed their families. Read on to 
learn how you can receive help if you qualify. 
  

SNAP is a Federally funded program that helps low-income 

families buy nutritious food from local food stores. SNAP 
assistance is available to qualifying families, elderly people, 
and single adults. Applicants must reside in Texas, and must 
apply in the county in which they reside. 

 

http://www.state.tx.us/


Food Stamp Facts: 

 Federal government wants applicants certified in 30 
days, but some are waiting months 

 Two years ago, 2.3 million Texans depended on the 
food program.  

 Today that number has grown to 2.8 million. 

 More than 364,000 Harris County residents were on 
food stamps last month, about 63,000 more than in 
July 2007.  

 The average Harris County family receives $324 
worth of food aid per month. 

 Ratio of recipients per worker — roughly 779 today.  

 Food stamps offer unrestricted choice in what is 
purchased  

 Only 50% of eligible recipient in Houston actually 
receive the benefits they deserve 



With the lowest state food stamp participation 
rate in the country, local Houston grocers 
have become outraged over the lost 
revenues that are redirected to other states 
because Texas is so inefficient with the 
program administration. Feds are now finding 
new ways to directly certify food providers 
such as the Houston Food Bank. 

 HARRIS COUNTY FOOD STAMP NUMBERS 

 Nearly 442,000 Harris County residents are 
receiving food assistance this month in the 
form of food stamps. That is about 88,000 
more than last August and worth $56 million 
to area grocers. The average family gets 
$323 worth of food for the month. 

 Source: Health and Human Services Commission 



WIC (Women, Infants and Children) is a 

nutrition program that provides only the basics: 

* Healthy foods (but the cheapest brand) 
such as milk, juice, cereal, cheese, 
eggs, infant formula, tuna and carrots 

 * Nutrition education to improve family 
health 

* Breastfeeding advice and support 

* Referrals to doctors, dentists, and other 
community services. 

 



As a result of the Recession, 
more people get less money. 

23 million recipients 















THE END 


