United States History 1302

Houston Community College/Dual Credit

                 Course Information and Syllabus

Scarborough Senior High School      Dr. Watkins

Course Description: United States History 1302 is an introductory college-level course that equips students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to treat critically the events and issues encountered in United States history.  Covering the Age of Exploration and Discovery through the Civil War and Reconstruction, the course addresses the political institutions, social and cultural developments, diplomacy and economic trends that shaped the United States. Thematic strands such as women’s history, immigration, civil rights, and industry and technology are given consideration. Students are also introduced to various historiographical schools of thought related to specific issues in United States history. The class is taught through a chronological survey of United States history using lectures, readings, class discussion, small group collaboration, primary source analyses, dialectical journals, media presentations, and research assignments. 

Houston Community Dual Credit:  Students who achieve a passing grade will earn three college credit hours per semester through Houston Community College as well as high school credit needed for graduation.   For additional information consult www.hccs.edu.

Required Books:

Foner, Eric.  Give Me Liberty! An American History, Second Seagull Edition.  New York:  W.W. Norton, 2009

Pearson E-Reader for United States History

Bailey, Thomas and David M. Kennedy.  The American Spirit, Volume One,  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1998.

Supplementary classroom resources are drawn from other document readings, graphs, cartoons, maps, newspaper articles, periodicals such as History, Smithsonian, and Archaeology, and Internet sources.
Course Organization: The class format consists of lectures, group discussions, group and individual presentations, and analytical writing assessments both of primary sources and diverse historiographical interpretations.  Strong reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to give considerable outside time to reading and homework assignments, are essential for success. Students are expected to participate actively in all class and group discussions.

Tests and Major Assessments:  For each grading period, students should expect two tests, which will include multiple choice questions and essays.  In addition, students are expected to complete additional projects and assignments such as study guides, written dialectical journals and analytical responses to primary and secondary sources, and individual and group presentations. Students will also create charts, cartoons, graphs, and maps.
Grading Scale:

Tests and Projects

40%





Class Work


40%





Quizzes and Benchmarks
20%

Final Exam: A comprehensive final exam consisting of multiple choice questions and essays will be given at the end of each semester.  The final exam will count 25% of the student’s grade.

Major Themes of the Course:


The following themes are woven throughout the course as a means to stress the interconnected developments and consequences of these issues as they shaped and are still shaping the United States.  Class discussions, dialectical journal responses to primary sources, and extended essays will reflect these themes.

· American Identity and Its Meaning:  National and Regional Identifications

· Immigration:  An Ongoing Process

· Changing Perspectives on Women’s Roles and Other Groups in American History and Their Impact on the Greater Society

· The Impact of Military Conflicts on American Foreign Policy:  Political, Economic, and Societal Implications

· Innovations in Industry, Commerce, and Technology

    Course Syllabus 1302
Spring Semester
Unit VIII


America in the Late Nineteenth Century 





Readings:  Foner, Chapters 16, 17





      Bailey, Chapters 24, 25, 26, 27, 28





Lecture/Discussion Topics:





      The Conquest and Settlement of the West

                                                      The Indian Wars and the Plight of the Indians

                                                      America and the ‘Second’ Industrial Revolution

                                                       ‘Robber Barons’ or ‘Captains of Industry?’




                  The Growth of Urbanization





      The ‘New’ Immigrants




                  Politics in the Gilded Age

                                                      Art and Literature of the Late Nineteenth Century




                  The Populists and the Crisis of the 1890s

Unit IX

         Imperialism and Progressivism 




         Readings: Foner, Chapters 17, 18





   Bailey, Selections Chapters 29, 30, 31, 32




         Lecture/Discussion Topics:

   The United States in the Age of Imperialism 

   The Spanish American War

               The United States and Asia:  China and Japan

   The United States and Latin America:  The ‘Big Stick’

    and ‘dollar diplomacy’

                           The Progressive Era

                           Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson

Unit X



The Nation Goes to War – The Great War: 1914 - 1918 

                                                Readings:  Foner, Chapter 19




                  Bailey, Chapter 33




             Lecture/Discussion Topics:

       Origins of the War

       America Enters the War

       The War’s Conclusion

                                                       America, Versailles, and the League of Nations

                                                       Question 

Unit XI
The Decades Between the Wars – 1920’s and 1930’s 





 Readings:  Foner, Chapters 20, 21




                   Bailey, Selections from Chapters 34, 35, 36





 Lecture/Discussion Topics:





       Efforts to Maintain Peace

       The Jazz Age

       The Lost Generation

       The Harlem Renaissance

       New Technologies and the New Consumerism

       The Great Depression

       Hoover and ‘rugged individualism’

       Roosevelt and the New Deal

Unit XII


The World War II Era: 1939 - 1945  





Readings:  Foner, Chapters 22





      Bailey, Chapters 37, 38





Lecture/Discussion Topics

      Origins of the War

                                                      American Involvement

      The Homefront

      Winning the War: North Africa, Europe, the Pacific

      The Allied Conferences

Unit XIII


The Cold War Era 





Readings:  Foner, Chapter 23





      Bailey, Selections from Chapters 39, 40, 41, 42





Lecture/Discussion Topics:

      The United States Confronts the Soviet Challenge:   

        Containment and Soviet Expansion

      Truman and the Fair Deal

      McCarthyism

      The Eisenhower Years

The Korean Conflict

      Vietnam

      The Cold War:  Asia, Latin America, and Europe

Unit XIV


Americans at Home After the War 




Readings:  Foner, Chapters 24, 25 26




                  Bailey, Selections from Chapters 40, 41, 42





Lecture/Discussion Topics: 

                                                       The ‘Contentment’ of Suburbia and Middle-Class

                                                        America

                                                       The Civil Rights Movement

                                                       The Feminist Movement

                                                       Kennedy and the New Frontier

       Johnson and the Great Society





       The Nixon Years

                                                       Ford as President





       The Carter Presidency




                   Reagan and the Republican Revolution

Unit XV
America in a Post-Cold War  - Domestic and Foreign  Issues 

                                                Readings:  Foner, Chapters 27, 28
                                                Lecture/Discussion Topics

                                                        McDonaldization and Multinationals in a Twenty-  

                                                        First-Century Global World

                                                        Environmentalism in a Global Context

                                                        The Presidency of George Bush

                                                        The Clinton Years

                                                        Afghanistan, 9/11, Iraq and the United States

                                                Semester II Final Exams 


EGLS3 -- Evaluation for Greater Learning Student Survey System 
At Houston Community College, professors believe that thoughtful student feedback is necessary to improve teaching and learning. During a designated time, you will be asked to answer a short online survey of research-based questions related to instruction. The anonymous results of the survey will be made available to your professors and division chairs for continual improvement of instruction. Look for the survey as part of the Houston Community College Student System online near the end of the term.
