1301: English I Composition

Instructor: Sharon M. Ammon

Fall 2016
CRN#_____ (Remember your course number!)

Course Description: “A course devoted to improving the student’s writing and critical thinking. 

Writing essays for a variety of purposes from  personal to academic, including introduction to argumentation, critical analysis, and the use of sources. “ 
(H.C.C.S. Catalog)

Prerequisites:
Admission to Houston Community College with scores which permit a student to



 enroll in this class.
Course Goals: English 1301 is part of the Core curriculum and, as such, emphasizes all of the Core



Competencies: reading, writing, speaking, listening, critical thinking, and computer literacy.



See 1301 Study Guide.

Credits:

3 hours

Office hours:
Given in class

Telephone:

Given in class

Textbooks:

English 1301 Study Guide (Optional)




The Writer’s Presence-8th Edition  New Book
Course Requirements:


Personal Narrative   Essay



10%


Comparison/ Contrast   Essay


15%


Writing Portfolio Collection



15%





Class participation (Discussion, attendance, etc)  
10%

Explorative Research Essay 



30%




Final In-Class Essay




25%

Note:  Instructor’s choice includes class participation, journal responses to essays, and quizzes.

** You must receive a 70 (C) or higher on the in-class essays to pass the course.**
Student Learning Outcomes:  

·  Demonstrate knowledge of writing as a process

· Apply basic principles of critical thinking in analyzing reading selections, developing various rhetorical modes of essays, and writing argumentative essays.

· Write essays in an appropriate academic writing style using varied rhetorical strategies.

· Synthesize concepts from and use references to assigned readings in their own academic writing.
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Learning objectives:

1.  Demonstrate writing as a connected and interactive process which includes planning, shaping, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading.

2. Demonstrate critical abilities when discussing texts in class and in writing assignments by delving into the meaning and implications behind the issues, theses, or themes.

3. Analyze texts by professional authors and write critical essays breaking down rhetorical elements into parts, examining the parts, and showing their effect (s)

4. Apply various methods of development and organization, and/or rhetorical appeals in written assignments.

5.  Demonstrate effective use and documentation of sources in support of student ideas in informative and/or persuasive essays.
EGLS3 -- Evaluation for Greater Learning Student Survey System at Houston Community College, professors believe that thoughtful student feedback is necessary to improve teaching and learning. During a designated time, you will be asked to answer a short online survey of research-based questions related to instruction. The anonymous results of the survey will be made available to your professors and division chairs for continual improvement of instruction. Look for the survey as part of the Houston Community College Student System 
online near the end of the term.

Minimum requirements for this course are as follows:


1.
5000 word count for semester

2. 
Critical analysis and argumentation (with some research) in 1301


3.
Midterm in-class essay and final in-class essay

Tutoring:

 Services are available at Town and Country and Westgate campuses/ Check campuses for time/

Classroom Rules and Policies:  

1.  You must attend class on a regular basis and be prepared to add insight into class discussions of essays.

2.  On days for peer analysis, type your rough draft the day before.   Make certain that you double space the

     paper to allow for comments.

Late Papers: 
Late papers are penalized 10 points (one full grade)  per calendar day.  
All papers are due as I call roll at the
beginning of your class.  
If you are late for roll call, you lose 10 points.

Plagiarism and Collusion:  
The Student Handbook lists cheating, plagiarism, and collusion as scholastic dishonesty. 
 It defines plagiarism as “ the appropriation of another’s work and the unacknowledged
 incorporation of that work in one’s own written work offered for credit.” It defines       collusion as “the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing
 



written work for credit.  Punishments are “a grade of 0 and an “F”  in the course.

Withdrawal from Class:
You must notify me if you intend to withdraw from the course.  I am the 




only one who can do this.  
You do cannot drop yourself from this dual credit class.
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Classroom preparation:


1.  
You are expected to read assignments and be prepared to discuss them in class.  

This is not optional.   Reading is an important component of this course.

2.  
Always conduct yourself with maturity and acknowledge the speaker before you.  

This is especially important because of the sensitive and mature nature of some of the topics discussed.

3.
Unless I tell you otherwise, always have your books with you in class.
4.  
If you are absent on the day a paper is due, you must have a friend deliver the paper to me. 

As a last resort, you may email the paper to me that morning and bring in the rough draft when 
you return.  The paper will not be graded until I have the rough draft.

5.
I do my own make-ups. Schedule an appointment with me.

6. 
Testing days for English are odd numbered days for first semester.
                                                1301 Course Calendar

First Nine Weeks 
Narrative and Descriptive readings: “Homeboy,” ”Salvation, “On being a Cripple” “Shooting an Elephant” 

Narrative and Descriptive writing: College application essay 

Introduction to argument, rhetorical situation, purpose, audience, reasoning, appeals, claims, warrants and classical argument. 

Rhetorical précis and response to “On Being Cripple” 

Midterm Exam

2nd Nine Weeks:

Reading and Compare/Contrast Essay: Mayblum’s “The Price we Pay,” Townsend’s “The First Hours,” and “Hiroshima Diary ” by Michihiko Hachiya 

Chaucer’s argument: Corruption of the church

Students will write a rhetorical précis and response to Peter Singer’s “The Singer Solution to World Poverty” 

Discussion and examination of Walter Benn Michaels’ “The Trouble with Diversity” and  John Taylor Gatto’s “Against School.”

Students will write a rhetorical précis and analytical response to the documentary, Inside Job 
Shakespeare’s political argument: Macbeth 

Discussion, reading and examination of cause and effect text s

Exploratory Essay examining all sides of an issue raised by independent reading, using sources and ultimately committing to a position (to be developed as support and concession in 1302) 

Final Exam:  Rhetorical analysis

