English 1301 Essay #2: Argumentative Essay--20%

Length:  3pp.

Description:
Obviously, an argumentative paper is one whose aim is to argue a position.  In Essay #1, your goal was to present your position.  In Essay #2, you must both present your position and try to convince the reader to accept your position.  In other words, you are trying to persuade the reader of something.   

For this paper, your general topic will be gender issues.  You will need to read the essays selected from your reader for this section and then decide what you think about gender.   You will then select one of the readings and respond directly to the author’s words (not using “you”).  You will want to speak directly to one (or more) of the writers by addressing specific points and arguments in the reading.  You must have at least three direct quotes from one of the readings.  
Don’t try to tackle every issue that is raised in class.  You want to choose the issue or issues that you feel the most able to speak strongly and thoroughly about.  Some questions you might consider:  How are gender, gender roles, and behavior based on gender roles related?  Where do messages about gender, gender roles, and behavior based on gender roles come from—society, culture, parents, friends, educators, TV, movies, advertising media, religion?  Do you think that gender is defined by biology and is natural, or do you think that gender is artificial and constructed by social elements?  You might also consider combinations, for example gender and the workplace, gender and the classroom, gender and the media, or gender and the family. 

As with your first assignment, it is also effective to use the form or format of the essay to reflect your thesis (by method or organization).  You ought to review the essays that we read and discussed and consider how you might employ one or some of the techniques exemplified by the authors.  You should also consider building this essay off of your response essay from this unit.  Further, the OWL has some sections on developing your writing for argument and on writing in general that we have read and discussed in class.  See me if you are still struggling for a topic. 

 


Format:
· Papers must be typed.

· Use Times New Roman, font size 12pt.

· Papers must be double-spaced.

· Use one inch margins all the way around (cheating on margins will be noticed and the paper grade will be affected).

· Heading:  Put your name, my name, course and section number, and the date in the left hand corner of the first page. 

· Header:  Your name and the page number should appear on every page in the upper right hand corner of the paper.

 
Turning the Paper in: 
Include:  

1) your response [This is the draft that you wrote in response to class discussion.]

2) your rough draft with students comments [This is the rough draft for the Essay #1 assignment on which you received two students' comments during writing workshop.  Turn in the actual rough draft with the students' writing on it.]

3) your reflective essay [This is the essay that you are writing over the student advice that you received.]

4) your rough draft from the conference (This is the draft from our conference, which should be a revised draft from your workshop.]

5) the final copy [This is the final copy of your Essay #2, the one that you feel is as finished as you can make it, the one that you wish me to grade.]  Turn all of these items in together, stapled or paper clipped (no folders or binders). 

*Without these five items, the paper will be considered incomplete and your grade affected. 


 

Suggestions for Handling Quotes:
· Choose your quotes that support your argument. 

· Decide where the discussion of the quotes should be placed in your paper.  You want to try to integrate the quotes with your discussion.  In other words, you don’t want to provide your argument and then offer your evidence.  You want them to have cohesion and unity.      

· A good way to handle your quotes:
a. Introduce the quote/set it up for the reader.  For example, where in the text does it occur?  Who is speaking?  What should the reader be looking for in the quote?
b. Provide the quote.  (Make sure you type it exactly as it appears in the text.)
c. Write what you think quote actually says.  In other words, pretend it is in a different language and you have to translate it for me.  Tell me how you understand, or read, that quote.
d. Explain the quote’s significance to the text.  How does it fit into the story?  What function does it play in the story itself?  How is it connected to the meaning of the story?
e. Explain the quote’s relationship to your overall idea/argument/main point about the text.  Bring the reader back to your argument.  Why did you select this quote to support your argument?  How does it support your argument? 
Checklist for Essay:
1. Do you focus on one topic (or connect your ideas with a unifying topic)? 

2. Does your paper have a central point that flows through the paper?

3. Have you considered the essays that you have read and modeled any rhetorical strategies or techniques?

4. Have you proofread for errors:  grammar, typos, and punctuation? 

5. Do your sentences follow one another in a logical/readable way? 

6. Do your paragraphs make sense together and are they in a logical/readable order?

7. Is your position prevalent in the paper, using any quotes as support only?  Be careful to do more than merely summarize the idea of the source you are discussing.

8. Is your position debatable?  Could someone else argue with your position?
9. Is your paper at least three full pages long?  Does it fully cover the topic you have chosen?

