Houston Community College—Southeast Campus Spring 2013
English 1302: Composition II
Instructor: Brandon Hernsberger 

Email: b.hernsberger@hccs.edu 

Class Times:  MW 9:30-11:00 / MW 11:00-12:30 / TTH 9:30-11:00
Room: FM 302 / FM 104 / FM 104
Office hours: MW 2:00-4:00, TTH 12:30-3:30
Office Location: Angela Morales # 1032
Required Text:

Barnet and Bedau, Current Issues and Enduring Questions, Ninth Edition

College-level dictionary—bring to every class
COURSE OVERVIEW:

Goals:  In English 1302, we seek to provide writing instruction and practice that will help students master critical analysis of reading selections (both fiction and non-fiction), and the research process as well as to continue to creatively implement persuasive / argumentative writing techniques.  All elements of English 1302 require students to apply critical thinking and writing skill introduced in English 1301.
Catalog Description:  A continuation of English 1301.  Emphasis on persuasive techniques, style, and research skills.  Prerequisite:  ENGL 1301 or a satisfactory score on the CLEP exam.  3 credit (3 lecture)  

Student Learning Objectives:

1.  Apply basic principles of rhetorical analysis.

2. Write essays that classify, explain, and evaluate rhetorical and literary strategies 
employed in argument, persuasion, and various forms of literature.

3. Identify, differentiate, integrate, and synthesize research materials into 
argumentative and/or analytical essays.

4. Employ appropriate documentation style and format across the spectrum of in-class 
and out-of-class written discourse.

5. Demonstrate library literacy.

Attendance: “Students are expected to attend classes regularly. Students are responsible for materials covered during their absences, and it is the student’s responsibility to consult with instructors for make-up assignments [NOTE: not all assignments may be made up after the day they were due; missed in-class assignments may not be made up.] Class attendance is checked daily by instructors. Although it is the responsibility of the student to drop a course for non-attendance, the instructor has the authority to drop a student for excessive absences. A student may be dropped from a course for excessive absences after the student has accumulated in excess of 12.5% of instruction”: six hours (not classes) of absence. Student Handbook
Grading: Unless the professor makes changes and announces otherwise, the overall breakdown of graded assignments and their corresponding values will be calculated as follows:


10%
Essay #1 (out-of-class)


10%
Essay #2 (in-class)*


10%
Essay #3 (out-of-class)


30%
Research Paper and Process


10%
Essay #4 (in-class)*


10%
Shorter writings (combined grade average for two shorter in-class 


assignments*)


10%
Miscellaneous (combined grade average for a brief oral presentation and 


attendance)


10%
Final Exam* 

*In-class writing:  Students must demonstrate competence in in-class writing to pass English 1302.

Research Paper and Process:  You will produce a specific, unified, developed, organized, and coherent research paper (typed) of approximately 1500 or more words using at least five sources.  You will show competency in a research paper process of choosing and narrowing topics, collecting sources from indexes, creating a working bibliography, taking notes from sources, using sources in proper MLA formats, and providing proper documentation for those sources--and earn a process grade based on timely completion of each step.  The subjects for the research papers will be selected from options assigned by the professor and discussed in class.

Out-of-class Essays: approximately 600 or more words, preferably typed, double-spaced paper format.  In addition to the research paper, you will write two out-of-class essays.

In-class Essays: 90-minute time limit, approximately 500 or more words, handwritten, double spaced.
Essays will be graded for appropriateness, unity and focus, development, organization, sentence structure, word usage, and mechanics.

Shorter writings:  60-minute time limit, approximately 300 or more words, handwritten, double spaced, paper format according to guidelines in Handbook.

Paper Submission Policy:  All submissions must be delivered on time and directly to the professor (i.e., not left in mailboxes, with secretary, under office door, etc.).  Include a title page, and number all pages of main text (MLA-style).  Staple or clip the pages together in the upper left-hand corner.  No final drafts may be submitted by email.  If you must miss a deadline, communicate with the professor to request an extension (which may or may not be granted, at the professor’s discretion).
Paper Format: All papers are to be double-spaced. The mandatory heading, which follows MLA, must be in the upper left-hand corner of first sheet, the title centered, the paragraphs indented as follows:

Student’s name





English 1301, Assignment #

Instructor’s Name

Date

Title of Essay


Indent the first paragraph and every paragraph thereafter. Staple the paper only. There is no need for covers of any kind.

Tutoring:  Free tutoring is available at the Southeast Writing Center, Felix Morales Building, Room 102.  Askonline is the online tutoring service. 
Library: The Southeast Library is located in the Learning Hub, Building D.  The librarians are dedicated to helping you find whatever you need.

Classroom decorum:  No cell phones or electronic communications devices may be used without permission.  No disruption (behavioral, electronic, or otherwise) of class is acceptable or debatable. Inappropriate behavior can result in dismissal.  Please be courteous and respectful of others.   
Withdrawals:  If for any reason you wish to withdraw from this course (and therefore receive a grade of W, as opposed to F), you must formally initiate the withdrawal process yourself (through the proper channels in the Registrar’s Office) and/or communicate that request directly to your professor--sufficiently in advance of the deadline designated by HCC for the current term.  

(NOTE:  A student who simply ceases attending, without formally withdrawing from this course, may be  assigned a grade of F.) 

Scholastic Dishonesty: According to the Student Handbook for HCC, "scholastic dishonesty" includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion.   Please note the consequences: “Possible punishments for academic dishonesty may include a grade of 0 or F for the particular assignment, failure in the course, and/or recommendation for probation or dismissal. . . . ”  

Grading:
A  90-100%     B 80-89%     C 70-79%     D 60-69%     F 0-59% 



I (Incomplete) may be assigned, at the professor’s discretion, but only in unusual circumstances that require communication with, and approved by, the professor before the end of the semester.

      W (Withdrawn) may be assigned, at the professor’s discretion, prior to the designated deadline (see                          above). According to HCC policy, the professor may also independently elect to administratively withdraw any student who misses more than 12.5 % of the scheduled class sessions (i.e., four classes)  

Special Accommodations:  Any student with a documented disability (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the Disability Services Office at the beginning of each semester. For more information, please contact the disability counselor at your college (or call 713-718-5165)
English 1302 Course Calendar, Spring
WEEK ONE

Mon / Tuesday: Diagnostic Essay, Introduction to course, textbooks, instructor, and classmates.

Wed / Thursday: Continue Diagnostic Essay, be sure to have textbook ready for class on Tuesday.

WEEK TWO

Mon / Tuesday: Syllabus, Introduction to Critical Thinking

From Current Issues

Read p. 3-13; p. 24-29

Wed / Thursday: Continue with Critical Thinking, Critical Reading

Read p. 32-40

WEEK THREE

Mon / Tuesday: Critical Reading: Getting Deeper into Arguments

Read p. 73-88


Introduction to Group Assignment One

Wed / Thursday: Work on Group Assignment / Paper

WEEK FOUR

Mon / Tuesday: Group Presentations / Paper One Due

Wed / Thursday: Continue Group Presentations
WEEK FIVE

Mon / Tuesday: Visual Rhetoric: Images as Arguments
Read p. 137-142; p. 160-167

Wed / Thursday: Visual Rhetoric Discussion

WEEK SIX

Mon / Tuesday: Critical Writing

Read p. 177-182; 195-205

Wed / Thursday: In-Class Writing One

WEEK SEVEN

Mon / Tuesday: A Literary Critic’s View: Arguing about Literature

Read p. 467-482

Wed / Thursday: To His Coy Mistress, Andrew Marvell, p. 482


The Story of an Hour, Kate Chopin, p. 485

WEEK EIGHT

Mon / Tuesday: A Debater’s View: Individual Oral Presentations and Debate

Read p. 497-505

Wed / Thursday: Debate Assignment Introduction

WEEK NINE

Mon / Tuesday: Work on Debates in Class
Wed / Thursday: Begin Debates

WEEK TEN

Mon / Tuesday: Assignment Two Due

Continue Debates

Wed / Thursday: Finish Debates

WEEK ELEVEN

Mon / Tuesday: Research Essay Explained

Read p. 547-553; p. 560-568

Wed / Thursday: Continue Research Essay Discussion

Read p. 633-657

WEEK TWELVE

Mon / Tuesday: Continue Research Discussion

Read p. 689-704


Wed / Thursday: Continue Research Discussion

Read p. 824-836

WEEK THIRTEEN:

Mon / Tuesday: In-Class Essay Two

Wed / Thursday: Begin Research Essay Presentations

WEEK FOURTEEN:

Mon / Tuesday: Continue Research Essay Presentations

Wed / Thursday: Conclude Research Essay Presentations

WEEK FIFTEEN:

Tuesday, Thursday: Final Review
