English 2342: Intro to Fiction: Re-formulating the Canon through the Twilight 
Saga and its Forebears, Spring 2013
Instructor Name: Brandon Hernsberger

Section Number: 5 (37700)
Office Location: Angela Morales #1032

Meeting Time: MW 12:30-2:00
Office Hours: MW 2:00-4:00, TTH 12:30-3:30
Class Location: Fraga




Email Address: b.hernsberger@hccs.edu  

Course Goals and Methods:
This course will concentrate on the different ways in which to read fiction.  Many students have long been conditioned to believe that there is a certain way to read and a certain type of book that is proper for a fully-fledged college education, those books almost certainly coming from a canon of literature that has been deemed important.  In ENGL 2342 we will investigate that type of reading alongside a more informal type through a gaze of a pop-cultural understanding of literature. Both types of reading are important if one is to gauge his/her position not only as a student of fiction, but also as a student of the American condition.  This fusion of cross-cultural investigation will be done primarily through the reading of Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight saga, and secondarily through different books that are mentioned directly in the saga, or that had a direct and important influence on how and why Twilight was written.
The key to succeeding in this course is to understand the process of reading different types of fiction and then using that understanding to articulate an argument that demonstrates an original and comprehensive understanding of how the different texts relate to each other and to other aspects of the culture in which they were written.  This course will be extremely reading intensive, so please keep in mind that it is imperative you keep up with the readings scheduled for each day (completed before class on the scheduled day—we will not be reading in class).  There are seven total novels (and/or plays) we will be reading, so we will be moving swiftly through them.  A typical reading load per day (not just per class period) will be roughly 50-75 pages, depending on the difficulty of the text.  For example, reading 50 pages of Twilight is a much different type of task than reading 50 pages of Wuthering Heights.  For each different Twilight text, we will take no more than ten days to complete it.  Within that ten days we will be discussing different aspects of it, in and of itself, as well as how they relate to the other required texts.  We will finish the other texts in a similar manner.  It will be up to you to keep up with the reading, and please feel free to jump ahead in the novels at your own convenience.  
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Explain and illustrate stylistic characteristics of representative works of fiction

Connect representative works of fiction to human and individual values in historical and social contexts.

Demonstrate knowledge of various works of fiction.

Analyze critical texts relating to works of fiction.

Critique and interpret representative literary works of fiction.

OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS

By the end of the semester, the student who passes with a final grade of “C” or above will have demonstrated the ability to:

1.
Complete and comprehend reading assignments. Assignments vary in length, but a typical assignment requires 2 hours out of class for each hour in class (e.g. 2 ½ to 3 hours reading to prepare for a 1 ½ hour class session).

2.
Attend class regularly, missing no more than 12.5% (6 hours) of instruction.

3.
Participate in small group and/or class discussions in which assigned literary works are analyzed and interpreted.

4.
Write at least 3,000 words in completing written assignments of varying types and lengths that are relevant to course content. At least one written assignment will include information obtained through research that is related to one or more prominent European or American literary works of the eras covered and is presented in current MLA form.

5.
Participate in at least one oral presentation (can be a collaborative effort) of a literary work.

6.
Explain and illustrate stylistic characteristics of authors and literary works included in the course syllabus.

7.
Express clearly and support convincingly an interpretation or analysis of a literary text.

8.
Explain similarities and differences among writers studied and/or among literary works studied.

9.
Explain the characteristics of each literary period covered, with particular attention to prominent literary themes.

10.
Use a word processor (available in school labs) to fulfill written assignments and use the computer as well as the library to research a literary topic.

11.
Maintain an overall average of 70 or above on written assignments and tests.

HCCS Literature Courses in the Core Curriculum

All HCCS 2300-level literature courses satisfy the core curriculum requirement for 3 semester hours of literature (under Humanities and Arts in the Summary Distribution Requirements).
A second 2300-level literature course may be taken to fulfill the core curriculum requirement for 3 semester hours in Cross/Multicultural Studies.

In 2300-level literature courses, the student will gain increased capability in all six basic intellectual competencies in the HCCS Core Curriculum (reading, writing, speaking, listening, critical thinking, and computer literacy).  Student progress in the core competencies will be measured in the activities outlined in the objectives and requirements section of this syllabus.

Perspectives in the HCCS Core Curriculum:  

2300-level literature courses help students attain the following:
1.
Establish broad and multiple perspectives on the individual in relationship to the larger society and world in which he or she lives and to understand the responsibilities of living in a culturally and ethnically diversified world;

2.
Stimulate a capacity to discuss and reflect upon individual, political, economic, and social aspects of life in order to understand ways in which to be a responsible member of society;

3.
Develop personal values for ethical behavior;

4.
Develop the ability to make aesthetic judgments; and

5.
Integrate knowledge and understanding of the interrelationships of the scholarly disciplines.

Exemplary Educational Objectives of the Literature Segment of the Humanities and Visual and Performing Arts requirements of the HCCS Core Curriculum:
1.
To demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of literary works;

2.
To understand those works as expressions of individual and human values within an historical and social context;

3.
To respond critically to literary works;

4.
To articulate an informed personal reaction to literary works;

5.
To develop an appreciation for the aesthetic principles that guide or govern literature; and

6. To demonstrate knowledge of the influence of literature on inter-cultural experiences.

Texts:
· Twilight (Stephenie Meyer)
· Twilight: New Moon (Stephenie Meyer)
· Twilight: Eclipse (Stephenie Meyer)
· Twilight: Breaking Dawn (Stephenie Meyer)
· Wuthering Heights (Emily Bronte)

· Romeo and Juliet (William Shakespeare)

· Macbeth (William Shakespeare) 

Grading:

Course work will be weighted roughly as follows:

Brief writing exercises/daily work


15%

Long Essays (2)




20% (each)
Group Paper/Presentation



30%
Professionalism*




15%

When revisions are required or allowed for specified assignments, the revised grade will replace the original grade.

In addition, as stated in Course Requirements, student must complete all graded work, whether or not it counts for credit due to late-penalties, in order to be eligible to pass the class.

While the very specific criteria for grading will vary from assignment to assignment (and will usually be indicated on assignment handouts), in broad terms the following proportion of importance will usually apply:


Topic/purpose development

50%


Organization and support

30%


Style and mechanics


20%

*Professionalism:  Our class will reproduce in many ways a “real-world” work environment, and you will be expected to participate professionally—be on time, meet deadlines, collaborate, and pull your load.  Professionalism includes all of these as well as regular attendance, willing participation in all facets of classroom life, and sincere effort to improve your own writing and that of your peers through peer review, revision, and conferencing.  After 4 absences (6 in a MWF class), your professionalism grade becomes an F.  In some cases, professionalism could mean the difference between one grade and the next—or, in borderline cases, between passing and failing.

Calendar (Tentative—Subject to Change)

Week One:

Mon:  Introduction to course, introductions to classmates, syllabus

Wed:  Continue introduction to course, in-class writing assignment, begin Wuthering Heights

Week Two:

Mon:  Wuthering Heights

Wed:  Wuthering Heights contd.

Week Three:

Mon: Out of class essay due.  Twilight

Wed: Twilight

Week Four:

Mon: Twilight

Wed:  Twilight: New Moon

Week Five: 

Mon:  Twilight: New Moon

Wed:  Twilight: New Moon
Week Six:

Mon: Essay One Due, open discussion

Wed: Twilight: Eclipse

Week Seven: 

Mon: Twilight: Eclipse

Wed:  Twilight: Eclipse

Week Eight:

Mon:  In-class writing assignment

Wed:  Twilight: Breaking Dawn

Week Nine:

Mon:  Twilight: Breaking Dawn

Wed:  Twilight: Breaking Dawn

Week Ten:

Mon:  Paper Two Due, open discussion

Wed:  Macbeth

Week Eleven:

Mon:  Macbeth
Wed:  Romeo and Juliet

Week Twelve:

Mon: Romeo and Juliet, group presentation discussion

Wed:  Work on group presentations

Week Thirteen: 

Mon:  Work on group presentations

Wed:  Begin group presentations

Week Fourteen:

Mon: Continue group presentations

Wed: Continue group presentations

Week Fifteen:

TBD
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