Personal Narrative
Purpose: Write a 3-5 page personal narrative or autobiographical essay about a memory of a meaningful conflict or relationship that helped to define or clarify your identity. Focus on one specific day or conflict, not your whole life.

Due Date: Turn in final draft and portfolio on Friday, September 30
Engage your audience: Begin with an interesting conflict, description or dialogue that grabs your audience’s attention. Clearly identify the setting and main conflict, but don’t give away your ending or climax.
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Narrative Organization: Focus on a specific day or conflict. Use chronological or flashback order of events to provide background information and build up suspense.

Build up an internal or external conflict to a climax and resolution.
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Vivid Description: Provide vivid description, dialogue and sensory details about the people, places and events in your narrative. Use specific names, active verbs and visual/auditory imagery.
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Conclusion and Reflection: Resolve the main conflict and reflect on the memory’s meaning or relevance to you. Why do you remember it so clearly? How did it change your assumptions or relationships? 
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Editing: Use correct spelling, grammar and format. If relevant, you can include a photograph or other visual aid.
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Average Score:



GRADE:

Average Score

1-2 =F (0-50)

The Student did not complete the assignment, or did not follow the directions.

· Introduction: 

· Organization:

· Description:

· Conclusion:

3-4 =D (50-69)

The Student completed the assignment, but performed below average.

· Introduction: 

· Organization:

· Description:

· Conclusion:

5-6 =C (70-79)

The student performed average or minimal work.

· Introduction: 

· Organization:

· Description:

· Conclusion:

7-8 =B (80-89)

The student performed above average, interesting and detailed work.

· Introduction: 

· Organization:

· Description:

· Conclusion:

9-10 =A (90-100)

The student performed original, creative an exceptional work.

· Introduction: 

· Organization:

· Description:

· Conclusion: 

Narrative Planning Page

To get started on your Narrative, review the assignment, make notes, and brainstorm a list of 5-10 vivid memories, experiences or conflicts that you might want to write about.
· Remember that you want to choose an event that you can remember well enough to describe in detail, that would interest and engage your audience, and that is focused on a specific conflict or relationship during one day.

· Freewrite about all the memories, characters, descriptions, dialogue and events related to this conflict or relationship. Be sure only to focus on relevant details, not everything that happened that day.

· Now that you have decided on the specific conflict or relationship, you are ready to start your outline or planning page for your Narrative. Use these questions to develop ideas, details and personal notes.

What would be a good working title for your Narrative. Choose an interesting title that grabs your readers’ curiosity, but does not give away the ending.

In a few words, what is the central conflict or relationship that this Narrative will focus on? Can you state a theme subject? Is the conflict internal or external?
What is the setting  of your Narrative in time and place? Can you provide details and clues that will clearly indicate the specific time and place without directly telling your readers? What background information does your audience need to know to understand your story?

Who is the narrator or speaker of your story, and what is his or her point of view? If you are using first person are you telling the story in the past tense, (“I slammed on the brakes, but the car wouldn’t stop…”),  as if looking back on a distant memory, or in the present tense, (“Look out, LOOK OUT!!!” I scream, as the brakes skid…”) as if it is currently happening? Who is the specific audience of your story, and what is your tone or attitude?
Who are the major characters in your Narrative? What are their relationships, conflicts and attitudes with each other? Describe both their external appearance (hair, face, clothes, accessories, car, etc.) and their personal habits, voice, way of speaking, goals, and any other relevant details that would help give the reader a vivid impression. Try to limit the major character (including narrator) to about 3-5. Can you use scenes with dialogue?

How will you organize this Narrative? Do you want to use a traditional chronological sequence of events, or do you want to use flashbacks and foreshadowing to grab your audience’s interest? What verb tense will you use? How will you create suspense, and bring your story to an emotional climax?
How are you going to provide a satisfying conclusion to your narrative that resolves the main conflict or relationship and reflects on the meaning or significance of this event, and why it is still important to you (and your audience)?
