Fall 2016      Biology 1407        CRN# 10362
Mon LHSB 315 & Wed LHSB 316: 8am-11am

Houston Community College:  Central Campus: Fall 2016
Syllabus General Biology I I, Biology 1407; CRN# 10362 (4 Credit hours)
Mon LHSB 315 & Wed:  LHSB 316: 8 am - 11 am
Instructor: Dr. Brian Mahon
Office Hours: LHSB room 313, Monday – Wednesday, 12 pm – 1:30 pm
713-718-6050

brian.mahon@hccs.edu

Textbook: BIOLOGY
 How Life Works, 2nd ed. - Volume 2, by Morris, J, et al, 2016
Lab Manual: General Biology II Lab Manual: A Hands-on Experience, 2nd ed - by Wagle et al, 2016
On-Line Materials: www.launchpad.com & hccs.edu Learning Web pages of Dr. Brian Mahon
Course Description: Course Description:  The diversity and classification of life will be studied, including animals, plants, protists, fungi, and prokaryotes.  Special emphasis will be given to anatomy, physiology, ecology, and evolution of plants and animals.

Specific Concepts you will be expected to learn:

Program Student Learning Outcomes (PSLOs) for the Biology Discipline:

· PSLO#1 - Students will display an understanding of biological systems and evolutionary processes spanning all ranges of biological complexity, including atoms, molecules, genes, cells, and organisms.

· PSLO#2 -Students will demonstrate the ability to think critically and to integrate factual and conceptual information into an understanding of scientific data by written, oral and/or visual communication; this may include successful completion of a course-specific research project or a case study module.

· PSLO#3  - Students will apply principles of the scientific method to problems in biology and apply basic laboratory safety procedures in the collection, recording, quantitative measurement, analysis and reporting of scientific data.

Course Student Learning Outcomes (CSLOs) for Biology 1407:

1. Describe modern evolutionary synthesis, natural selection, population genetics, micro and macro evolution, and speciation.

2. Describe phylogenetic relationships and classification schemes.

3. Identify the major phyla of life with an emphasis on plants and animals including the basis for classification, structural and physiological adaptations, evolutionary history, and ecological significance.

4. Describe basic animal physiology and homeostasis, as maintained by organ systems.

5. Compare different sexual and asexual life cycles noting their adaptive advantages.

6. Illustrate the relationship between major geologic change, extinctions, and evolutionary trends.

7. Apply scientific reasoning to investigate questions, and utilize scientific tools such as microscopes and laboratory equipment to collect and analyze data.

8. Use critical thinking and scientific problem-solving to make informed decisions in the laboratory.

9. Communicate effectively the results of scientific investigations.

Learning Methods: Read course textbook, notes, and any suggested course material; Read 


laboratory manual; Attend lectures and participate


Resources:  Dr. Mahon’s PPts and test reviews;  the lab manual, hccs.edu/biologylabs; Launch Pad; Dr. Mahon's sources on The Learning Web; Class discussions; hccs.askonline.net, The Learning Emporium

Attendance: Class attendance is MANDATORY.  Attendance will be taken at some point during every class period. By HCC District policy, more than four absences (for any reason) may result in administrative withdrawal (W). There are no exceptions for veterans, international students, students on financial aid or on their parents' insurance.  If you are absent, you are responsible for all material covered and any homework/labs assigned.  Class will start on time; tardiness is disrespectful to the Instructor and other students. If you arrive 30 minutes or more late, it will be counted as an absence. If you arrive late, it is your responsibility to inform the Instructor of your attendance before you leave class that day and to catch up on any announcements given.  If you must leave class early for any reason, please discuss your departure with the Instructor as it may be counted as an absence. Late arrivals, early departures, and excessive absences will affect your grade.  Missed quizzes or poppers will be a grade of 0.

Withdrawals:  Any time at 4 absences, your Instructor will discuss the option of withdrawing you from this course as mandated by HCCS policy.  October 28, 2016 however, is the last day a Counselor/Instructor may withdraw you from classes. After that date, withdrawal is not permitted and students may risk getting an “F” in the course.

Student Conduct (refer to Student Handbook):   HCC views college-level students as adults who subscribe to a basic standard of conduct.  Therefore, appropriate student conduct is expected in the classroom at all times. Cell phones must be turned off or put on silent mode. If you must use your phone, please step out of the classroom to do so. Texting is not allowed at any time during lecture or lab; the student will be asked to leave the room and will be marked absent. 

Lecture Examinations:  Students are expected to participate in all examinations. If a student arrives late, they will have only the time remaining from the official start of the exam. Students must take the final exam during the scheduled time/date or a grade of “F” will be given for the final exam.  Lowest of 6 exam grades (Section and Lab) will be dropped.  Make up exams will be given only for valid excuses (must provide documentation); the format for a make-up exam will be primarily essay.

Poppers & Pre-Class Homeworks:  Poppers are in-class MANDATORY quizzes given at any time during the day. Pre-class homework is to done on LaunchPad prior to the assigned lecture date for that chapter.   
Biome Presentations: 10 points: 

You will be making a 20 minute small group presentation near the end of the semester. This will involve ongoing research about a biome and organisms that live in that biome (chapter 48). There will be a chapter quiz, and several update assignments for points along the way. Dates will be assigned along the way.
Bonus Point Opportunities:  Bonus quizzes will be given throughout the semester to gauge progress as well as to earn extra points. There is NO make-up for a missed bonus quiz; it rewards attendance and punctuality. Additionally, bonus points may be earned on the Learning Curve Activity (up to 50 pts or 5% for completion) on LaunchPad .These must be completed by November 28, 2016. 

Laboratory Conduct and Examinations:  Students are expected to abide by the rules of safety at all times during the laboratory exercises and are required to read and sign the HCC "Safety Guidelines Acknowledgement”. Students will work in groups in the lab and may work within the group to complete lab reports.  These lab reports are worked on in your own lab book (no Xeroxes allowed).and shown/turned in at the end of that class period. Late lab reports will start at a grade of 50% and must be turned in before the scheduled Lab Practical Exam. There is no make-up for a missed Lab Practical Exam - it is a “0”.

Instructor Grading Criteria:

Students must adhere to testing schedule.  Failure to take a test (lab or lecture) will result in a “0” for the missed exam.  No makeup exams will be arranged except for work, family, or personal (health) emergency, and only if documented. You must present with your Biome group on the scheduled date.

Grading Scale....straight scale; no curve

1000 - 900 points = 100 - 90% = A

899 - 800 points = 89 - 80% = B

799 - 700 points = 79 - 70% = C

699 - 600 points = 69 - 60% = D

599 - 0 points = 59 - 0% = F

Grade Calculation

	Activity
	Score calculation
	Grade
	Your Grade

	5/6 Lecture exams & 

Lab Practical exams
	Average of 5 best scores, 70%
	70
	

	
	
	
	

	Biome Group Project *          
	10%
	10
	

	
	
	
	

	Lab reports / and Activities
	10%
	10
	

	
	
	
	

	Mastering Biology
	10%
	10
	

	
	
	
	

	Final Score
	100%
	100
	


Scholastic Dishonesty During Examinations:  Cheating on a lab report would include actual copying of answers from one student to another. A grade of "0" on those reports will be given to all students involved. Cell phones must be turned off and out of sight, especially during exams.  In the case of dishonesty on a quiz or an exam (refer to Student Handbook), a grade of “0” will be given for the exam and the student will not be allowed to finish or stay in the room. If dishonesty becomes a persistent problem, the student may receive an “F” for the course.

Miscellaneous:  Smoking is not allowed in the class or lab. Video recording is not permitted.  Tape recorders or laptops may be allowed with permission (laptops may only be used for course material). If you have ANY problem that you would like us to address, please inform the Professor as soon as possible.  Students with disabilities (ADA) should inform their Professor as soon as possible for a referral to the ADA counselor for "reasonable accommodations". Students who repeat a course for a 3rd or more times WILL face tuition/fee increases at HCC and other Texas public colleges. Please ask your Professor/Counselor about opportunities for tutoring/other assistance prior to course withdrawal or if you are not receiving a passing grade.

Evaluation for Greater Learning Student Survey System: (EGLS3):  Professors believe that thoughtful student feedback is necessary to improve teaching and learning. You will be asked to answer a short, anonymous survey related to instruction, which will be made available to your professors/department chairs for continual improvement of instruction.  

TITLE IX OF THE EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF 1972, 20 U.S.C. A§ 1681 ET. SEQ.: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 requires that institutions have policies and procedures that protect students’ rights with regard to sex/gender discrimination. Information regarding these rights are on the HCC website under Students-Anti-discrimination. Students who are pregnant and require accommodations should contact any of the ADA Counselors for assistance.  It is important that every student understands and conforms to respectful behavior while at HCC. Sexual misconduct is not condoned and will be addressed promptly. Know your rights and how to avoid these difficult situations. Log in to: www.edurisksolutions.org . Sign in using your HCC student e-mail account, then go to the button at the top right that says Login and enter your student number. 

IMPORTANT DATES

Aug 22

Classes begin

Sept 5

School closed-Labor Day Holiday

Sept 6

Official date of record

Oct 28

Last day for administrative/student withdrawals-4:30 p.m.

Nov 24-27
School closed-Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec 5-11
Final examinations

Keep ahead of the material!  Educators suggest studying 2-3 hours for each hour of class time.  For this class, that equals 12-15 hours/week of studying.  However, this is a course that requires a lot of memorization.  So, if you have trouble memorizing, you may need to spend more time for the grade you hope to achieve.

[image: image1.jpg]


"Teachers open the door; but you must enter by yourself."







Chinese Proverb
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Course Schedule 

Date

Topic




Chapter#

Lab#

Aug 22

Syllabus, Technology & Evolution
21


--

Aug 24

Evolution



21


Lab Safety, Handout
Aug 29

Species & Speciation


22



Aug 31

Evolutionary Patterns


23


1
Sept 5

Labor Day Holiday


--


--

Sept 7

Human Origins & Evolution

24


 6
Sept 12

Bacteria & Archae


26, Q#1*

--

Sept 14









2
Sept 19

1st Exam (Ch 21-24&26)Eukaryotic Cells27 



Sept 21

Protists




28


3
Sept 26

Multicellularity Plant Structure,Repro,
29 -32


--
Sept 28

Defense, Growth







Oct 3

Plant Diversity



33, Q#2*, Review
--

Oct 5









4
Oct 10

2nd Exam (Ch 27-33) Fungi

34

Exam





Oct 12

Lab Practical 1









Oct 17

Animal Diversity



44




Oct 19

Endocrine System


38


5, 7
Oct 24

Cardiovascular & Respir System
s
39, Q#3*, Review
Models


Oct 26









9, 10
Oct 31

3rd Exam (Ch 34, 44, 38-39)Digestive
40, 41


Models, 
Nov 2

Renal System






8, 12 Models

Nov 7

Reproductive System


42



Nov 9









14
Nov 14

Nervous System


35, Q#4*, Review
--
Nov 16

4th Exam (40-42 & 35)


Exam


16
Nov 21

Population Ecology, Ecosystems
46, 47


--
Nov 23

Lab Practical Exam 2





Lab Exam 2


+Nov 28
Cycling C, Biomes & Global Ecology
25 & 48



Nov 30

Biome Presentations


--




December 7, Wed
Final Exam(s)


8 -10 am

Cumulative

*  These are the bonus quizzes.  Mandatory graded poppers will be given unannounced

+ Due date for Learning Curve bonus points.

Note: Dr. Mahon reserves the right to modify the schedule, including exam dates.  Students will be advised of any changes as soon as possible.

Biology 1407



Acknowledgement Page

I acknowledge that I have read the syllabus for Biology 1407 and understand the effort and time commitment necessary to succeed in this Science Majors Class. (over 200 hours of study)

Name: ________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________

Date: ____________________________________________________




Having Trouble Enrolling? Use the HELP button at the top right-hand corner page to


�





1. Call technical support (fastest way to get help--� HYPERLINK "tel:800-936-6899" \t "_blank" �800-936-6899�)





2. Chat with an Agent 





3. Go to macmillanhighered.com/getsupport and Select Help for Students, look for these articles: 


� HYPERLINK "http://cmg.screenstepslive.com/s/MacmillanMedia_StudentHelp/m/11616/l/123653-how-do-i-register-for-my-course-using-an-access-codeaccess-code" \t "_blank" �How do I register for my course using an access code?� 


� HYPERLINK "http://cmg.screenstepslive.com/s/MacmillanMedia_StudentHelp/m/11616/l/129192-how-do-i-register-for-my-course-by-purchasing-access-onlineaccess-online" \t "_blank" �How do I register for my course by purchasing access online?� 


� HYPERLINK "http://cmg.screenstepslive.com/s/MacmillanMedia_StudentHelp/m/11616/l/167920-can-i-get-temporary-access-to-my-course" \t "_blank" �Can I get temporary access to my course?� 














There are three ways to proceed:





Option 1	


Enter your student access code.


If you have an access code, select “I have a student access code,” enter the code exactly as it appears on the card, and click Submit.





Option 2


Purchase online. 


If you don’t have an access code, either purchase a text package that includes one OR click “I want to purchase access” and follow the instructions.





Option 3


Start with 21 days of free trial access. 


If you need to start working but can’t purchase right away, select “I need to pay later” and follow the instructions.








Prof Name:   Dr. Mahon


Course Number:  Biol 1407


Section Number: 


Time: 





To get into LaunchPad, start from this URL:


http://www.macmillanhighered.com/launchpad/morris2e/3826397
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