@H&meﬁ w*iuﬂﬂﬂn\ﬁ.sﬁfrhmtmm
Edn\—wﬁbﬂ'&&m‘ﬁﬁn w

'._ - ﬂE
D0rige BOOK T o\ Mk bed crentes

PROBLEMS OF THOUGHT '® ged?
AND BELIEF |

CoarTeER 1

New Knowledge of God's True Nature % yoors |
{1) My evil and abominable was now dead, and T dd
passing into early manhoo ut the more advanced 1
hlﬁt.lﬂmuﬂhthﬂmmlfhﬂadbj’ﬂmw
miwdmmhunﬁalhhgmplmiﬂ
Immmmwﬂhmquu.ﬁtfmmhﬁmﬂ
lﬂ:ltbq;ﬂntﬂlﬂmmy&dng:ﬂwidmlldﬂmtthhk
mﬂﬂod,nbdnain&elhpauhhnhmmh&r.m

b O Ilhny:shxmmi:ndlrajniundmi:ﬁthtthu

: dﬂﬂaplrltnnlmuthﬂ.ynm&ﬂmlhmﬂﬁlm
tﬁutwhﬂmmlthﬂdﬂﬁinkmmbﬂ.lﬂidmt
.I,Imun—qndm:hlmnﬂ—tdadmﬂﬂnkupmm
.&a:nk.mdﬂ:nmﬂod.‘mdlhhﬂdmﬁth
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inviclable and immutable bein i
g which I sct ahove the
:l::g]ﬂ. lgﬂ l'f_t:l[ﬂh]s, and the mutable. For whatever | e
- as de spatial character ed to
_..m'.j be nnlhing,'-ﬂlnuhlhsfy nothing, not even so :E;:u A
space. For if a body Is removed from a place, and the gl
remaing empty of any body whatsocver, whether earthly,

tery, airy, or celestial® yet there
remed
as it were a spacious nothing, e

lienated (2) So gross of heart was 1,7 and 1 bad no clear idea
?bmw L} bat whatever was not extended OVET, Or o

fused throughout, er compected into, or profected up to del

nite measures nflpmﬂn.nrdidnn!urmuﬂmtmcﬁmm
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! as it was bigger and occupied s bigger place. Thus you
mmmhhﬁumy.wﬂpﬂm
large parts of the wor small parts in the small
B of the world. Iti:nutlunﬂh}mu.hntnprtw_h:ﬂ
my darkness.®

| A EEEE] I FEL

CaAPTER 2
A Refutation of the Manichees

{a) For me, O Lard, that was a sufficient answer to those

themselves deceived and decelving others, d'gl;h_]ﬂﬁ—l';.ﬂ]k-
mueh {forfmmthmwmwtmﬂdiﬂmtlnlmdiurth] t

thing of this kind, I thought to be completely non-existent. Ju

| umrﬂruwuuwmtumahmt:mungmuhlmn
: my moved about among similar images. T did net
il percejve nt&uwhwhﬁllﬂmﬁtﬁmﬁ

lgumlnnmhﬁwmﬂmhlmTﬂitmldnn{fmn

) them unless it wero itself some i

t ! great thing. So also,

N Ged's that you, the life of my life, were a great corporesl ;i:t:lmhmq,gh

ljjaw@!‘ﬂﬁmhm throughout infinite_spuce, which pene-

- awnipy & whole warld-mass, and spreads b

i "b'ﬂ:'ﬁ, £p evond it on every
3 h!:ugimul immense, limitless space. Thus the earth

wou ve you, the heavens would have you, all things wonld

s indeed a et answer which long ago, while we were
ﬂmm.;:%ﬂhpmpm.tﬂﬁhhhhhl
3 all of us who heard it. He asked: "What would that goesf®"
=own nation of darkness, which the Manichees are wont

as a hostile mass, have dope to you if you bad

efused to contend with it?™ Tf it was answered that it would

@0 you some injury, then you would be viclable and corrupti-

ble lfllwmui:lthtitmldnutlnimtmmmmwuuﬂ

'be offered for your Aghting with it, fighting, too, in such wise ,
- m:pwﬂmmdmemhnrnlrm:rbumg,mmnﬂlpﬁng 4
iwmwwmhm,wnﬂdbammglnd“ddimm l
mmdn:tumwhid:wmmtmludhrm.ThNR A
would be so far corrupted and changed for the wore, as to
'be tarned from happiness to misery, and as to need some as-
mwwhinhitomﬂdhnmmudnnddmnﬁim
would hold that this offspring is the goul, to whose aid your
Ward would come: your utterance,’ which is free, pure, and ;
without defect. would bring aid to the enslaved, the deled, ¢orraf,
and the cormapt. Yet your utte would itself be corruptible (.4
hmhumuﬁﬁauw.ﬁﬁmﬂm :
should effirm that whatever you are, that Is, your substance, 4
by which you are, is incorruptible, this whole tale is false and :
exscrable. But if they should say that you are corruptible, that
t60 is known to be false and abominable as soon as it is uttered.
Mﬂmgwmrnhwltmehnm
mmmtdmrdmhuwedlnrthhyaﬁckmnim
och. For the men who thought and spoke of such things of

:.:-:d things, which you bave crested, are governod both inwardly
| gutwardly by your secret inspiration. Thus did 1 conjec-
|ir?mﬂﬂm5@mh I could think of nothing different, but ft was all
L ﬂnrthm,.hrmpnnoithnmnimuld‘hﬂda
Wﬂ‘]ll{gnpﬂdmnlmmnmuﬂupnrﬂm+ﬂunﬂ
would be filled with you, In such wise that an elephant’s
bﬂdrwuuldmmmnuf}-mﬂmn-mﬂdtmuw’nh
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you bad no way of escape b .

Crarmen g
Free Will and the Problem of Evil
(4) Up to this time, although I affirmed and firmly belie

thal you, our Lord, the true Cod
, who made not ;
bqﬂtlmwbudlu.md mtuulym:;mﬂ;msn?u:;ii ]

all men and all things, are invi e
couse dEo way mutable, 1 till had m“—"@!,,pb;t 2 ]F—H“] =ty

. of the
gu.;\ cause of evil, Yet whatever it was, I that it myust
Com't & believe that the immutable God is mutable, hﬂﬂﬁlﬂmﬂt o

0~

very thing I was sceking to exphin! Therefore,

& od hm?—'ﬁﬂ?fd jnuthat what those men®

| wri my said net the puth

.jﬁ.j/luwlhﬂhthehmhfwthnnmadﬁr:ﬂ

| . wil they had be-
-:l-( full of malice.® and because of this they deemed that

: W?wumm&nmm
' Dree wil

571 sove o bt 1 ot B

* - aften

: will's free docision is the cause of our doing and llﬁﬂlt the
iJ"; !

ent is the cause of our suffering evil, but this
ufforing evil, [ could
i discemn clearly. When I sttempled to withdraw my mind’s
. deadnt/

A aScurt

folt nafe)

Emdmm.lwﬂunﬁdﬂmmmﬂm
w“;ﬁﬂnll[mﬂ.lﬂphmedqunhmd
s df:&:nnldmmlphwud:mligltlb-whm
_ ::rhlwhm had g will us that I was alive. I was absolutely
i I n when I willed a thing or refused to will it that it was
W‘I'I'/fﬂ ar refused o will. Already 1 was beginning
| rEMchrhm I ssw that what
! Iﬂlh;lmvwﬂlwummpﬂnngtlmtuma.udmihn
mﬂllbut ng I actually did. I concloded that it wes not my fault,
my punishment, but I quickly confessed that 1 was not
punished unjustly, for 1 thought of you as being just.
ButﬁHIpinlﬂiﬂ:'WhumdﬂmnPWuHmMW

Bod 85 God, who are not merely good, but goodness ftself? Whence

Ceakor
ﬁFE;“ﬂ“?mmulLthu.thntl“'ﬂlwﬂ.mdﬂnnntwi]]thnguod?
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may be a reason why I should justly be punished?
Bas plaoed this in me and ingrafted in me this seod bed ) wit

ness,? since 1 have fashioned whole and enti
most sweet Cod? [ t_@h its authyr, whenwe comes
} hinself? B he by lis own pervense will was changed
a good angel into o devil, whenoe came that evil will in

whic became a devil, when the whole angel was
by a supremely goud creatort”

¥ such thoughts [ was again erushed and stified, but T was
brought down even into that bell of error, where no one
confession® 1o you, while they think that you suffer evil
than that man commits it,

oe
Ao adt
Comn from

CHAPTER 4
God the Absolute Cood

{8) In this manner I strove to agtablish further facts, jost
I had slready discovercd that the incorruptible is better

i the mrrﬂpﬁhlﬂz ani a§ a result confessed that you, what- Ged 15 |
yOuL BIT, A ib hartnﬁnrhubum,nwwﬂlm“:ﬁ' ]
past (A 1

s be, & saul able to conceive anything better than you,
4. But since it Is of the ut-

» are the sypreme snd hest goo
sst truth and certiainty thut the incorruptible is preferable
the corruptible, even as [ already preferred it to be, I could -
altain in thought to a being better thas vourself, my God, o '
# you were not incorruptible.! Therefore, where | perceived ]
that the incorruptible must be preferred to the corruptible, )
there ought 1 to seek you. There, too, ought Tta observe where
evil itself is, that is, whence comes that corruption, by which
your substance can in no way be violated, For absolutely no
mﬂgﬁiﬂmﬂ Cod: none from the will, none from pe-
Sssity, none (rom any unloroseen change. He is God, and what |
wills for himself is good, and he himself is that same good, |
whereas to be carrupted is not good. Nos ou forced to s
do anything against your will, because Wil ¥
than your But it would be greater if you were grewler| o o0
n yourselt. God's will und power are 3 “"l'l.:lt‘ ?Uhl!
is unforesecn hy you who know all things? No nature exisis,
unless because you know it. But why should we ask mmany




| @) wwfbus?l} Img}j‘tmmmwﬂ'h: the question, “Whenoe is evi
. [ﬁ.ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ'ﬁ' WEIELIM}H and I did not see the 'ﬂ, d he do this? Was he pﬂﬁﬂgﬂ to tum
W& Som, wlmh:ﬁ:vlll 1 placed befare i splrits gaze the whole matter, so that no avil would remain in it, even though
c7palior or we can see In it, such as earth, and sea, g all-powerful? Lastly, why ghould he will to make anything
ol ot of it, and not rether by that same amnipoterfte Cuuse
did it have the

o
5

[

oo mch and sach places, &8 y Gasindlon
wl';'m* creation ioto & ﬁngl__ dictated. [ made

God
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times, “Why may not that substance hich
mpﬂbla?ﬂﬂwuﬁ.ilmuldmt‘hﬂ;né. g

fact that we fear 13 iself

since Gad the good has made
gEreater, the supreme good, hns madeé

CHAPTER 5
Cod's Omnipoténce and the Fact of Eoil

hesa things:
in it something that he woul

and air, and stars, and trees and mortal animals l{kewise
» y .l-ﬂd
:rhntwmw:ﬂnmtmlhmch. such as the frmament of
eaven above, and all the angels, and all its spiritual beings
ﬁll:‘mtlmtmt even such things as if they were bodies arrangsd

it should mot_exist st
it itTnﬁmufh_hn&_MMut
hy was he pleased so long after to
t? Or if he now suddenly willed to 1

sot the onmipotent <
self alone to exist, the whole true andd

. Or {f it were ot
from fashioning and
evil mattex had been remnoved an
be not establish good matter, OV

r e great mass, arrayed with a va

tf:fbo&u,whutherthqmu’nnbodiumbodmmﬂ Iﬂ
dgnudfttllhtmﬁimnlh:tng!.lformndﬂﬁ:hmmuhrd
as great as it ectually was, w};:bhlmu!dnmknw,huj
gm;dnﬂlthnughipmpu,ﬂ@ﬂ:linlumHyMIE-
RE ,[ﬂtd,thulwunuﬁrdaditmwﬂriﬂnmﬂpm!-

both creator snd all _created E]m g
evile Was there a certain il mallet

2 Did he form and fashion it, but

4 not converl inta go

all? Ox forsooth, @
st his wille 1E it wera(glemaly why did be
infinite ages of time?
fashion something o
ake syme action, wauld
and for him-

use rather it mot o exist,
me and infnite

creating something good, th
d reduced to oo
h bhe would create

t of whic
were unable ko

ght and Belief

an evil. Whence, therefore,
all these things g0
thess lesser goods,
are good. Whence
rout of which be ek
vel loave
od? Why
and change all

supTe

Ef“‘butﬁ"’“ remained everywhere infinite, It was as
- :HEJ: cne single sea, that was everywhere and oo oll things? He would not be omuipotent, if he
<t over boundless resches, It held within itself creatn anything unless he werc as¥
sponge, buge indeed, but yet Qi ; and this sponge -hmhhnh.dmtq:-rmed."

Such things 1 tarned over within mY unhapp

was flled in every part by that bou ess sea? Thus did |
jaden with gnawing

i e o5 e wis v ot B S
: ﬂgl_*_'iln__'_l_l!_"_lil__. et they
gur Lord and Sqvior? the faith that is in tie Catholic Ch
_ In many Ways | was 83 yet

*Behold Cod, and behold what God has created! God Is
was @_ﬂ_gj, within my

nmdﬁnut depart from it, DY,
drnnlinmm&mdmmeuiit.

Cuarrten B

(B) By this time also
tlons and invpious ruving

cares that came fr

Tmed and [ wayered from the rule of
rather, from

od? He,

thing, would

jsted by thet matier

m‘r‘ i
r@—%ﬂ :;:_1 n:f dﬂ_tﬁ?? *: i
iof » sy —Eﬁﬁ:j""-

of |

doctrine. But m¥
day to duy ®
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my God, let vour own mercies confess to you from the deepest
depths of my soul. For you, you alone—for who else calls w8
back from the death of every error cxcept that life which case
not die, thet Sisdom Which noeds no light itself but enlightes
eyery mind that needs jt, by which the whole world is ruled,
down even to the quivering leaves on the treesf—you alone had
concern for my obstipacy, by which I struggled againstVige
@,‘Eggl’thnt keen old man, m&{@}h@ﬂ;m YOUNE mas
admirable in mind. The frst afirmed vehemently and the see-
ond said frequently, although with some hesitation, that thers
is no art of foresecing the future, and that men's confectures
are often assisted by change: for since they say many things
some of them actually come to pass, and apart from any kmowh
cdgelnthalpmkm.meyhitupnutbmﬂmingsb?tbtmm
fact that they do not remain silegt.

Tou provided me with 1@- ho was neither a foolish
¢lient of the astrologists nor one well versed in their studies.
but, still, as I said, a Guriouy) consultor of them. F urthermore,
be had sgme knowledge, which he said he had heard from
his father, but he did not know how # would serve to topple

M\ Soyer his belief in that art. This man, Fimminug by name, who

was possessed of a libera]l aducation and well trained in rhet
aric, consulted me, as one of his dearest friends, as to what
I might think, in the light of his so-called constellations, about
certain of his affairs, upon which his worldly ambitions were
taking rize. [ had already begun to incline towards Nebridius's
opinion in this matter. bot I did not refuse to interpret them
and to tell him what eame into my mind, still undecided as
it was, However, 1 submitted that I was now almost persuaded
that these sre empty and ridiculous fables. He then told me
that his father was very much addicted to such books, and
bad a friend who studied them st the same time and with
equal passion, By joint study and diseussion they so fanned
in their hearts the desire for sueh trifles that they even made
observations on the moments when their dumb animals were
hurn,iftbeynmbm;g;ht forth at home, and noted the po-
siion of the heavens at those times. From these things they
would gather proofs for their so-called art.

He told me that he had heard from his father that, when
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mother was carrving himsell, Flrminus, a servant of one
his futher’s fricads was likewise pregnant. This fact did not
mpe her master, who even took pains to know by very care-
examination the time when his dogs littered. Thus, while
B bwo men, onc for his own wife, the other for his ssrvant,
most painstaking observations, figured out the duy, the
Bour, and the mast minute particles of the hour, both women
were delivered ut the same time. As a result, they were come-
pelled to draw up identical horoscopes, right down to the sume
ssinute, for each of the newbom infants, one man for his son.
e other for his tiny slave. For when the women began to
B in Jahor, each man indicated to the other what was hap-
pening in his home. They arranged to send messengers to each
other, as soon ss the expected birth was announced to them.
Each man in his own estate easily provided for word to be
sent imwedistely. The messengers sent by the two men met,
be said, exactly at the midpoint between their bouses. so that
seither of them could determine a different position for the
stars or different moments of time. However, Firminus, who
was born to an ample estate within his own family, ran his
tourse on life's brighter paths, increased In wealth, and rose
to places of honor, whereas that slave served his masters with
never & lightening of the yoke of his condition, as 1 was tcld
by Firminus, who lnew him.
(g) Aftar I had listened to and believed this story, for such
& man had related it, all that reluctance of mine was dissolved
and gave way. First, | attempted to recall Firmious from that
fond study. I said to him that, after [ had inspected his horo-
scope, if 1 were ta make true predictions, T would surely haye
to see therein his parents, eminent among their fellow citizens,
a family nobly placed in its city, gentle birth, good education,
and liberal learning. But if that slave had consulted me about
the same horoscope, for the two were identical, T ought again,
S¢ as to speak bruly to him also, seo therein a family most
abjectly poor, a servile condition of life, and other things far
different and far removed from the fist. Hence it would be
that from an inspection of the same horoscope 1 would state
different things, If I were to speak the truth, but i T mude
Identical statements, I would speak falsely. From this 1 gath-
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i bythntrickuyn{ehm

W approach to the problem, |
;‘anhad within myself upen refated things. So that none of
olards following such » trade, whom I longed to sttack ¢
off and to refute with ridicule, might object to me that e

down at all in those tables which the astrologer must in,

:F arder o mn]rn_l:me predictions, Yet they will never be .‘

t;:-ﬂﬂl:; Inspecting the same tables, he must say the same

. gb:f both Esau and Jacob, although the same things did
all _huth men, Therefore, he would make false stmtes

ti:::el’ure. hat by chance would he make
or you, O Lord, most just ruler of the uni hiln.
thoso who consult and those who are mnstz:hwlhh l:::

know nothing of it, by a hid
acoording ta th ¥ & hidden inspiration bring
hear what

Caarren rd
A Soul Still Tormented

(11) But now O my helper,!

; " you had freed me from my
ehnlm,mdnmlmud.'whmiswﬂrhmfﬁmmlm
Way out, "l':nrt In none of those wavering thoughts did }*ﬂuEt
e me be carried awny from ths iﬁuwhiﬂlhﬂwmdhu&
.‘H‘ ‘ﬂtﬁhﬂ;;: you exist, and that your su tunce s unchappeable, and

" ¥You hsve care gver d f
o Py ba Lmen and pass judgment on them, snd

{
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i fm your Sun, our Lord, and in the Halyv Sardptares,
S the authority of your Cstholic Church appraves, you
placed the way of man's salvation unto that life which
be after this death These truths being made gafe and
mmovably jn my mind, 1 asked uncertainly “Whence is
What torments there were in my Bgag in its time aof
O my Cod, what groans! Still were vour ears turned to
although I knew it notl When 1 sought an answer, hrayely
silence, the unspaken sullerings of my soul were mighty‘
for mercy,)You knew what 1 suffered, but no man] (A
of it. How much of that torment did my tongue direct |}
there into the ears of my closest friends] Did my soul's
ait, for which neither time nor my tongue sufficed, ever
pund in their cans? But all that "I roared with the grouni
my hegrt™ went into your ears, and “my desire was bef
but the light of my eyes was not with mc.giigu withj T
& Was ouiside, but it was not in any placs. 1 was intent on th ”"*'5
$hings that are contained o places, but smong them 1 foun hmﬂ,ﬁ v
plsce of rest, nor did they receive me, 50 that T might say, '
8 encugh, and it is well.” Nor did they permit me to re-
m to where it would indeed be well with me. I was superion
those things, but inferior to you, for you are the true joy
or me who am subject to you, und all those things which you
¢ ereated inferior to me you have made subjoct to me.

MW&{@E'%Whmlddkmgimufmyan :
¥ation, to remain in your image, and by serving you to subdue
-?'hnﬂyrﬂl.ﬂwhanl“wldﬁmupﬁ(:@_djapinﬂwu.ami A
fun sgainst the Lord with the thick boss of my shield,* even PAE
ﬁmalnw#tlhing:mmtagﬁrutmnmdpmﬁidm'”r

Epon me, and there was never relicf or breathing spell. From M
all sides they rushod upon me in hordes and heaps as I gaze MH !
at them, and as I took thought and turmed back from them, . 15, i
the images of bodily things set upon me, as if to say, “"Where ™, /
are you going, O foul end unworthy manf™ Such things grew
out of my wound, for vou bumble the proud man, like one
who has been wounded * By my swelling wound I was sepa-
rated from you, and my badly bloated face closed up my eyes.)
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CaAPTER 8
Cod's Healing Hand

(12) Bot you, O Lord, abide forever! you will
be angry with us forever,? for you have on earth
“hﬂ.‘md“lﬂm 1 tﬂ R OTIT

LAl ]
—

I
deformities. B . e
act et il o0 S, plain befors e lamer igHE By
secret hand of your Physician® my swelling wound subsid
and day by day my mind's afflicted and darkened eyes g

sounder under the bealing salve® of sorrow.

CaarTeEn 9 ¥
Sacred Scripture and Pogan Philosoph(®) 7"

lumnatior(23) It was first your will to show me )
T o o ey o o e
- woy of mercy in showing men the way of humility, for the resson
'hun‘lﬂﬂ{ﬂlﬂ'ﬁtwmﬂwumdeﬂﬂh, lﬂ&d'wc]twml
Tharefore, m&lwmmw@m“
unnatural you procured for me certain books of the
|

. _ Pl!ltmﬂm"ﬂntlhdhmtmndntndﬂutniﬂrﬂ Latin.®
PH“‘GBIn mlmd,nmhdmdm&mmrdihutmﬂmthnm
tthght,lnfmndh}'mrirlrludu;mt,thm
_ "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
‘G?d,lndlluw“dwuﬂnd.mgmnwuhthhw
*Fﬂhﬂﬂd..&ﬂﬂlhlglmmadﬁb}'hhn,mdﬁthmthlmm&-
ing was made. What was made, in him is life, and the life
was the light of men. And the light shines in darkness, and
Lo | the darkness did not comprebend it.™
Yy r~1@d¢ﬂmalnﬂﬂmwummfuf
!:hﬂh.ghhlluuitlalfthuhlgthuttthrd,ﬂndhhnidi
ﬁ..ufﬁdmﬁghhwhﬂiﬂnltghtmwmmnthntmhh;
this world,” and that “he was in the world, and the world was
made by him, and the world knew him not.”
(Fd!hutﬂmmmmmhhmmdhlmdldwm
caive him, but as many as received him, to them he gave power

¥
uh‘r:‘* "
was : | Clart
N ?M
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pe made the sons of God, to them that believe in hmn:lmc'_ﬂ
1 did not read in those books. =
24) Again, I read there that the Word, God, was bom,
of the flesh, nor of blood, “nor of the will of man, nor of| & g5
will of the Besh, but of God.” But 1 did not read there
at “the Word was made Sesh, and dwelt among us, v
% found out in those books, though it was suid differently
that the Son, “being in the form of the) N
ber. thought it not robbery to be equal with God.” for by
ssre he in the same with him. But those books do pot have
that he “emptied himself, taking the form of & gervant, be-
hade i the likeness of men, and in habit found as a man,”
1 that "he humbled himself, becoming abedient unto Jeath,
1 1o the death of the cross, For which cause God also has
»d him™ from the dead, “and has gi m & name which
& above all names: that in the name ] every knee shall
Bend down of those that are in beavem, on carth, and vinder

the sarth: and that cvery tongue should confess that the Lord

Jesus is in the glory of God the Father.®

That before all times and above all times your Ounly-begotten
Son remains unchangeebly coeternal with you; and that souls
recgive “of bis fulness, ™! so that they may be hlessed; and
that they are renewed by participation in the wisdom “remain-
ing in herself,™2 so as to be wise: these truths are found in
those books.

But that “according to the time, he died for the ungudqu
and that “you spared mot your only Som, but_delivered him
uplgrmn]l'"unntthmf'ar'yuu have hidden these things
from the  wi mdhweuvulodthmtqmm'mthﬂ

of some toplofty teaching WM’

of me, for I am meek and ble of and vou shall find
rest to your souls.™? “Although thoy God, they do not
glorify him, or give thanks, but besome fvain)in their thoughts




170 The Confessions of St. Augristing

and their foalich ke '
18 darkenad- '
R = darke: ?f'd, tar ]_rrngsﬂrrs_lllc

(15) T]u::t.-fm m& there that “they changed

ur tncosraplion” into idols 1 Wees, |
?m the likenees of | DT ous T o

| e image of a cortuphible man, ; L
'*dd“h.‘{atil: of f-.‘::qf:y:te.! bensts, umdl of vieeping ifdnﬁj]:'"mnniizi i
the Egyptian jood by wihich Fian Jogt his hifﬂ'uﬁght. F:r

Brst-lom pm;::fu worshiped the head of & fourfold besst §
ﬂEd of you, “and in feis gials tumed back inte Egypt
:mjl;%li E:Hh 1:1::: n:;ﬂihc-.ir ow souls, before “the Ill:t-l“.lﬂl; of
2ty Dy % i
piings 3 These tiings [ found Lhere, but I did

1t pleased you, Lord, to remove the re

roach
tus from Jacob, o that “the elder ihhﬂé} !uEr‘:.rr: tlli;: Lijﬁl::;:lh:

¥

The Infinite Lighs _ [ike cave analagy
(16) Being thus acdmotushed ¢

.. [ leadership I entered Into my inmost bain, This I eould do
w I entered iﬂ; and by my _:_n_ul';

above
geable

it were,
would shine Many, many

L Lim
iq¥e *1 € mare brighe, Power fill the whole uni.

verse, Not such wy
I othar Jig| it above my mind,
( _ . lt——w'ﬂ

st HAC of peo Plateric wiston

cre aion
¢ nivialg
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& me, and [ w k. becausa I wys made by it
3 knows the truth, knows that light, w
@@'Iﬂmﬁﬂ@m.uﬂm x
end beloved Etemnityl You are my God, and | sigh for
% Say and night!
“When first 1 knew vou, you took me up,® so that T might
that there was something to see, but that I net
Rable to see it, You beat back my feeble sight, sending down |y sded
reams most powerfully upon me, and I trembled mlhq l;,%‘l-ﬂ
Indmm.lfmlndmﬁtﬁftnbﬂfarfmmyﬂplnlrﬂjun ;
ikeness, as though I beard your voice from on high: "]] seri™y O
the food of grown men. Grow, and you shall feed upon
You will not change me into yourself, as you change En-m:l)
» but you will be changed into me.” 1 knew tha
have corrected man for iniquity, and you have made m
to waste away like & spider,™® and I said, “Is truth noth

l"fl'.'ﬁt"r'
{ ecsTuie

g, because it is diffused neither through finite nor th

nite space?” Frm_ﬁ@j vou cried to me, “I am who am., 4
‘ umﬁ;inhi&hﬂ;thmcwnmt_hup__‘ Mﬂ.ﬁﬁ
i dopbr, tor it would be easier for me to doubt thar | 1 hﬂﬂj !
m that there is no truth, which is "clearly seen, being under. h
pod by the things that are made.™s

CHAPTER 11 '
Finite and Infinite

(17) 1 beheld other things below vou, and I saw that they bl-lf'e)[" )
are not altogether existent nor altogether non-axistent: they are,
hﬂmeﬂwymfmmwu; they are not, sinco they are pot 4,,';1‘5 ;
what you are. For that truly exists which endures unchange.
ably. “But it is good for me to adhere to my God.™ for if I
do niot abide in him, neither will I be able to abide in myself.

But bhe abides in himself, and he renews all things.? "You are
my Lord, for you have no need of my goods.™




() nenbetag et quad atall
Thﬂ' Cﬂ”fmtlmu {lfhs:r A“g'lifbh:'lﬂ K'Rﬂ'l"l"'l.‘l
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Y levels of Qxistoace _ participate | e ronba
( AN wyf ey ivrence e e,,md.—tﬂn E-ijf;‘mrmfﬁ:
Finrhe beings have mt‘&ﬁmﬁp
K& Do

P +urinln
;mehq;mnr Et‘f\iy nlay away fram

12
5 (zood
Ypremel

L i .
L&hmﬁi (18) It was mm manifest to me Hu m

o
Corruplion are neverthels 00 C
Jrin:n.. T e e evert aless ];j. I they were supremely good,
shil Geoel enld not.} rrupted, but 1:!.51&.1. they were good, they
ocTTY _bo E‘Drru_p?ﬂd. I they were supremely good, f:l::q
0 e meorruplible, and if they were not good at all, there

woukd be nothing in them to he corrupted. Corruption deme

/Bges a thing, and it would not suffer d s g
g, and amage unl 3
T!-'E_T-'!Lli_l:lznim:'d. Therefore, either it
L & this cannot be, or wh jon
s _ ; atever suflers corruption is de
E“ atibn prived IJII' some good, and this fact is most certain, If 'llu;l-il
?ﬁﬂd- . hde!anvﬁ.‘i of all good whatsoever, they will not exist st all
they continue to be, and still continne ingupable of suffering
Comuption, they will be batter than befora, because they will
remain forever incorruptible.
What is more monstrous than to clalm that thi
' . 1 becom
F:,-g,{-gﬂdm b;ﬁ;r by losing all their good? Therefore, if they nL:E :I_aprfy-r-;
9e=5, of all good, they will be abgolutely nothing. Hence s I-nr;:

Al 1% soov
t*.:t 1% il ::nth-:y exist, they are good. Therefore, whatsoever things exist
vk a good, Rut. which I asked “Whence is 17~ is not &
MM{mLﬂm  Eor iETT were 4 substance, it would le good. Either

meorruptible substance. 2 ¢ f
- . » 4 great pood indeed,
x it urlcr[:xllni be a corruptible substance, and it would not be
rr::::m o unless it were good, Hence | syw and it wus macle
manifest to me that you huve made all things good, and that

nces whalsoever that you have not
\ made,
f'?m }r::k have not made all things eqgual, it follows that all
p CWOgy, taken one by one, are pood. and ulil things, tuken to-

| geth ey
\ gmr::' re very good. For our God has made all things very

Crarren 13
Universal Good
Z 7/ (1p) To vou nothin
, VoL, B whatsoever Is evil, and not only
‘ : = p Yy to
'TD (e |you bui also to your whole eretion, for outside of it there s
ot 19 ro el
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g that can break in and disrupt the order that you have
B upon It. Among its parts, certuin things sre thought
evil because they do not agree with certain others, Yet
same beings sgree with others still, and thus they are
i, and they are also good in themselves. All these heings,

&L
= do not harmonize with one another, nevertheless are in lbﬁw Euﬁ
E

Smeping with that lower part of things, which we enll the gagth,
Sch has a cloudy and windy sky of its own that is congroous
itself, 3
Let me never say, “These things should pot bel™ If 1
Sered them alone, 1 might desire better things; but :g}l_ufi:-r?
#em alone I ought to praise you. That you must be praised
show forth: from the carth, dragons, and all the deepe,
e, hail, mow, ice, stormy winds, which fulfill your word,
mountaing and all hills, (ruitful trees and all cedars, beasts and
Ml cattle, serpents und feathered fowls: kings of the earth and
Ml people, princes and all judges of the earth, young men and
maidens, the old with the younger: let them praise your name.1
And from the beavens also let these pruise you, let these praise
you, our God, in the high plioes, sll vour angels, all your
Bosts, the sun and the moon, all stars and light, the heavens
of heavens, and the waters that are above the heavens, Jet
hem praise your name.?
No mare did I long for better things, because T thourht of
all things, and with a sounder judgment 1 held that the Ly
things ar ind r than the lower, hut that all things to-
gether r are better than the higher things alone,

CoArTER 14
A Return to Idolatry

(20) There is no health! in them to whom any part of your
creaition is displeasing, nor was there hoalth in me, when many
of the things that you had made displeased me. Since my soul
did not dare to be displeased at my Cod, it would not admit
that anything displeasing to it was your work. From there It

turned to the theory of two gybstances. buot {t found no rest
in it, and uttered the errors of other men. Tuming away from 4

that beliel, my soul fashioned for itself @__‘H ' a

dal &

. Fob.‘i
J'I

¥

sy o
Sub-
AN




174 The Confessions of St. Augustina
ok places in infinite space. It thought that this god was you, &
set it up in ils . Thus it again became the tas of
| ﬁ“ axyn idol, lﬂllﬂlﬂiﬂhlﬂhﬂfmm, But d% :
muthedmrhurl.nnknnwnl:nma.mdnhudmLm
- they sos vanity,? | from myself, and nyy_mad
(i?m‘uamﬁlﬂadlnshm.llwukehmmdlnw
o i n@la,-khuughin.:ﬁﬂ'mlm.mﬂﬂm@
V190N ‘hot derived from the Sesh, '
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s
asked, “What is iniquity?” and 1 found that it is not a s
e, It is perversity of will, twisted away from the so- ty
substance, yourself, O God, end towards lawer things, [o¢ Hhe
ﬁﬁngmyitlmhawdnlandmwﬁﬂ. watll

oh LIS (o Canrren 37
(ot M A Momentary Viston e (8 f1uey canceX

-

}Im@dhlmlmmﬂnﬁ%gﬁﬁ
| \.fzm:

Carrren 15 ar stesd. Yet 1 was not steadfast in enjoyment of my God:
The Temporal and the Eternal iwas boms up to you by your bsiuty, but soon I was borne
. fl'll:l.‘l-}'ﬂ"llb”m![ m!idm,lﬂdwﬂm

(21) T looked back over other things, and I saw that they sed Gitn the midst of those lower things. This weight was lust"
owe their being to you, and that all finits things are in you senal custoro,Stll there remained within me remembrence
They are there, not as though in a place, but in a differest sis T did not doubt in any way that there was one to

we to, nor did 1 doubt that 1 was not yet cme who would
/& to him. “For the cormuptible body is a load wpon the
-y lnﬂd:amthlyhabihﬂunprmdmmﬂmﬁlnd
mmupmmnnyiﬂngl.'l'fetlmmmlmhinlht
‘you ‘imilibletlﬂnp.&umthnlmndlﬁmo[hwld,ut
glearly seen, being Lmﬂers‘tnoﬂmd dh?‘ thﬂmihlngl that are made, M&_
- your “eternel power also, ivinity. l
&amhhghi:uwhyitmthﬂlganm«wﬂmﬂnbumy edeS
-iboﬁu,wh:ﬂ:erintbnhﬁwmmnnurth.mﬂwhﬂhdpd

 Aruth = iion, because you contain all things in your band by yous
be Aﬂ&inpm;u_gmmhrumwhnwmmh
= any fulsity, except when that is thought to be which &

not. I saw that all things are in harmony not only with their

but also with their seasons. I saw that you, whe

| did not make & beginuing to your works after
r“ innumerable ages had passed, because all ages, both those
.' whiuhhuwpuuesi,mﬂthmwhidmwiﬂcumatn]mu.n&lhﬂ
nor come to be except by your activity and your abld-

| 2 mo to make sound judgments, and to say, “This should be thus f
-im,.dthnm'mmhhg.ﬂmhmwhflw“ﬂ F
The Relative and the Absoluie trup, and eternal truth which exists shaye my changeable

Sowl
mind. Thus I gradually passed from bodies to the soul, which
percelves by means of the body, and thence to its imtatiof, y orer

.Ehwhhhmhdﬂymmwmm&hpw?ww
7]
the

flﬂ}ﬁmexpnimm,lhwithmmmgndihgﬂnt
the bread that pleases a healthy appetite is offensive to one
mmﬁﬂ r.]fndthltllghthhl:aful to sick eyes, but
to well. Your justice offepds the wickad, much

more do the viper and the worm, which you have crested
good and In keeping with those lower parts of your creation,
to which the wicked themselves are adapted. For they are In
harmony with thase lower things in so far as they are enliks
you, but they are in harmony with higher things, In so far us

they bogame Kor 0 you.

ble of doing this much—and thence again to 4

st .tnwhigh what is apprebemded by the @ien

mmummmmmﬁmw
ftself 1o be in me a variabls thing, it raised itself up to its own 5,
. It removed its thought from the tyranny of g
M,Mﬁmhﬂfmﬁﬂmr@ﬂmim* !
phantasms. In this way it might find th by which 1twﬂ,‘:1“;f '
sprinkled, when it cried out, that beyond doubt the immu-

k Jwrrg iwacd




need S

' see #si way, It could in no wise have set it with certainty above
| pumecraphe mutable, Thus in a flash of its

Forn®
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tahle must be preferred to the mutable. Hence it might come
Imow this immutable being, for unless it could know it in

ight it came to &
which fs. Then indeed I clearly saw your “invisible things,
derstood by the things which are mude ™ But | was unabis L

\ Ty goze on them. In my frailty T was struck back, and Tx
turned to my former ways. [ took with me only & memon

loving and longing for what I had, as It were, caught the odes

of, but was not yet abls to feed upon.®

CuarTen 18

The Way of Humility

(24) 1 sought for & way of gaining strength sufficfent for

me to have joy in you, but 1 did not find it untll 1 embraced
“the mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus,

s dinvor| who is over all things, God blessed forever.™ He called to me,

4

and said, "1 am the way of truth, and the life.™ He mingled
that food,® which I was unable to receive, with our flesh, for
“the Word was made fesh,™ 80 that your Wisdom, by which

d,enl\" [ you created all things, might provide milk for our infant con-

Asar

dition. 1 did mot hold fast to Jesus mv God, & humble man
clinging to him who was humble, nor did I know in what thing
his lowliness wonld be my teacher, Your Word, eternal truth,
surpassingly ubove the highest purts of your universe, faised
up there to himself those who had been brought lgw, Amid
the lower parts he has built for himself out of our clay a lowly
dwelling, in which he would protect from themsclves those
ready to become submissive to him, and bring them to him-
self. He heals thelr swellings, and nourishes their love, so that
they may oot go on further In self-confidence, but rather be-
come weak. For at their feet they see the Godhead, weak®

use of its participation in cur “coats of skin,™ and in their

i they may cast themselves upon it, while it arises and
lifts them up.
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CrarTER 1§

The Divinity of Jesus Christ

M2s) But 1 had other thoughts:* 1 concelved my '_‘[.q_l_dihﬁ
st only as & man of surpassin wisdom, whom no uﬂfmlﬁw
sould equal. Above mn! bom in & WOn- waa
manner of the Virgin, to give us un example of despising
soral things in order to win immortality, he seemcd by
godlike care that be had for us, to have merited such great
tha ty‘untncher.ﬁutwlutmymmmnmmﬂmthjn .:
se words, “The Word was made flesh,™ 1 could not con-
_ But of what has heen handed down in writing conoern- r
him, nemely, that he ate and drank, glept, walked about,
jovful, grew sad, and preached, T had learned only that
#hat flesh did not cleave to your Word cxcept tugether with
L% human soul end mind. Any man who has knowledge of the
Smmutability of your Word knows this: I knew it ut that time, b
a8 far as I could know it, and had no doubt whatsoever con-
gerning it. Now to move one's bodily members at the command __
of the will. and now not to move them; now fo be affected .
by some emotion, and now not to be afectad; now to utter
wise judgments by means of signs, and now to remain silent
—such things belong to a soul and 8 mind that are subject 10
change. If these things were written falsely of him, then sll
elss would be in danger of being false, and no saving faith £
for mankind would remain in those Seriptures. But since the '&C:E o
things written are true, I acknowladged that in Christ there d
wag & complete man: not merely a man’s body, nor an amimat- o e
ing principle in the body but without a mind, but 2 toue man.® '
I socounted him a person to be preferred above all other men,
pot as the person of Truth, but because of some great excel- Sk
lence of his boman nature and a more perlect Eﬂhﬂﬁhﬂnjw

4

h@fﬂ the other hand, thought that Catholics believed A F"“;.
that mchﬂhdhﬁahhnuﬁﬂtthﬂinﬂhﬁﬂlhﬂngﬂl
was 1o soul, in addition to his divinity and his body, Nar did At
he think that u human mind was attributed to him. Becanss

be was frmly convinced that the deeds recorded of him could
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. : ey
oo, when ! was made gentle by your hooks,

35 had been treated by your soothing fingers, I wmftdr

whle to detect and distinguish how great = diffcrence lics
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only be done by a creature possessed of life and reason,
Pty moved more slowly towards the Christian faiy : .
i learned later that this was the error of the Spoll

et e o T S e G T e ¢
disposed towards it. It was somewhat after this, T admit, ¢ wherelthey must Lrave ‘

laads not only to beholdi
Mﬂﬂiﬂ- 1 lﬂgﬂﬂ first been
. Sacred Scriptures and (f you had grown sweet
: ;Tmy:‘ﬁm.iliar use of them, and I had sfterwards bap
i on those other volumes, they might bave drawn m
from the solid foundation of religion. Or clse, even if 1 ;
§ pemsisted In those salutary dispositions which I had drunk
I might have thought that if a man gtudied those books

learned how, with regard to those words, “The Word was =
flesh,” Catholic truth is distinguished from the false teachs
ing of Photinus.® In fact, the refutation of heresies causes
ed your Church thinks, and what seund doctrine bolds, to st
9 out.” “Far there must be beresies, so that those who are
':h“ﬁ't'b proved may become manifest mmong the weak,”s
!

Cuirran 20 Bore he could concelve the same thoughts from them.?
The Soul's True Country
(=6) At that time, after reading those books of the Flatonists CaarTER 21
and being instructed by them to search for incorporeal truth, The Pilgrim Way 4

I clearly saw your invisible things which "are understood by
the things that are made.”™ Although pushed backwards in
A my search, | perceived what that was which, because of my
mind’s darkness, 1 was not permitted to contemplate, I was
; made certain thet yon exist, that you are infinite, although
: wihioct diffused throughout spaces, either finite or infinite, that
Knouts & are truly he whe Is always the same, with ng varled pasts
;[M and ing movements, and that all other things sre from
| you, as fs one single mast solid proof, the fact that
they exist. Of these truths | was most certain, but I was 00
r'tﬁt_ wﬂh!ﬁmxmhmlmmd?ﬁlmwﬂm
i W but I did not know encugh to seck your way in Christ
i our Savior. I had not perished, but I was on the road to
:I: pﬂd.iﬂm
.. Now I began to desire to appear wige. Filled up with pun-
{T.m"ﬂr fshment for my sins? 1 did not weep over them, but rather
was | ed up with knowledge., Where was that
which upon the foundation of humility, which s Christ
Jesus? When wonld those books teach it to meP It is for this
reason, 1 believe, that you wishéd me to come upon those
*bmhhefmlmdﬂurﬂcﬁumru,wthulhemylw
” octed by them might be stamped upon my memory. Hencs,

| "'"I, H‘nh.{lﬂ
botkS

{t?)sultwuuﬁﬂathemtmtumdmm-tlgﬂyg

Z ﬂmnmﬂ#ﬁﬁf@iﬂfwsﬂﬂ.lnﬂﬂmthﬂ%\
'_'fb-ugdﬁml'_l_:ja_gagﬂ_lwhﬂt u'lnnal:nnf.!!:a

m m:rutumhidiﬂhimmlf,m&whﬂ-&thnm?ihll
:ﬁmunr.- appeared to be at vadance with the testimones d _
“the law and the prophets, melted away. I saw those pure writ- ]
-hluhﬁn;nggﬂnil_l_ﬂﬂﬂ‘smdllﬂnmdhmﬂtﬂh
fov? 1 made a begioning, and whatever truths I had read in
those other works I here found to be uttered along with the .,
pﬂantmﬂg.mﬂntwhmmmwmtg!ﬂmﬂ"_. _
s iF be had not recelved® not merely what he sces but alip (%)
bhmynbﬂitym:aﬂ.Fﬂrwhlduahapom-whlchhchu "5*‘5"* 9
hﬁrﬂnd?ﬂﬂ?‘ﬂm.itiﬂthuthamrhnnﬂmmhhﬂm{mﬁfl we
to sge you who are always the same,” but also that he ma el
be made strong to hold fast to you. Again, it is that he whor
cannot see from afar off may yet walk upon that way whereby|
hmqmmym,mdmwu,mdhﬂdMMwu.Fw
ilhnuglum:numyhmdeﬂgh:ndnﬂhthulj’g_nf_ﬁad.nmﬂa
hgtuthainmrﬂm,whntnlmﬂhndnwﬂhthtmhﬂr )
in hig megpbers, fighting against the law of his mind, and mak- JH‘IM
ing him captive in the law of sig, which is [n his membersP®/ W

|




naad

what

jsenrS For you are just, O Lord, but we have sinned, and coms
n 90 Iniquity, and have acted wickedly,” and your hand Is b

st

w!;*"
n
Tﬂ.ﬂF—
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upon us,® and we have been justly delivered over to that

cient sinner, the lord of death,* because he persuaded our
to be like his will, whereby he stood net in the truth.1®

What shail en unhappy man do? "Who shall deliver

from the body of this death,”™ unless it is by your gr

“through Jesus Christ, our Lord," 11 whom you have begal
I, and created in the beginning of

ways, ! in whomn the prince of thit world found nothing worthy
of death ! and yet killed him? And the handwriting of the

decree that was against us was blotted out.2
ﬂ-ﬂthi"ﬂlm e Pls T

—

P.”‘ the salvation of your people, the city that is like &
ride,'® the pledge of the spirit,17 the cup of our redemption.
In those books no one sings: “Shall not my soul be subject o
God? For he is my God and my savior, my protector, | shall
be moved no more.”™® [n them no man hears him calling to
us: "Come unto me, all you that labor,"1¥ They scorn to leam
him because be is meek and humble of hggg. “For you have
these things from the wise snd prudent, and have revealed
em to little ones.™

It Is one thing to behold from a wooded mountain peak
lthe land of peace® but to find no way to it, and to strive
in vain towards it by unpassable ways, ambushed and beset
by fugitives and deserters, under their leader, the lion and the

*hmﬂhundiﬁmntdﬁngmhupmh“,h”“dl

to that land, guarded by the protection of the heavenly com-
mander, where no deserters from the heavenly army le in wait
lik= bandits. They shun that way, like a torture, In & wondrous
Hwynﬂthuethlnppnnmludmywﬁhh.whmlmﬂ
the words of that least of your apostles,® and meditated upon
(your works, and trembled ot them 3

pnists do pot have. Theis

. _‘__ £ piety, the m_ﬂ%
méﬁ"?’ . "““h}d_rpﬁa a contrite and a

BOOK 8
THE GRACE OF FAITH

Cusrren 1
Truth Seen but not Followed

{1) With thunksgiving let me temember; O my God, all
and let me contess them to you Iffﬁn:i.r
be Elled with your love, and Jet thern say to you: rd,
o is like unto you?* You have broken my bonds. T will sac-
e to you the sacrifice o proise.” 1 will narate how you
them asunder. And when they hesr these things, let all

mercics o me

2 adore you say: “Blessed be the Lord, in heaven end on

h Creat and wonderful is his name,”?
Your words had stock fast in the depths of my Rgagh and

: Every certain
- de 1 was encompassed by you. 1 was now

 that you :Iru eternal life, although I saw it m'l.h' ’l:n i ghs::b[ln .

u dark anner.”t Yet all my doubts concerning incorruplibie . R

@noe other substance comes from it, had
subs b fmd that I.T\"l?'l“f o=t

3 i 15 -|._|-.1 R . B“I
1l thi gs were uncertsin, and my _w

¢ the old leaven.” The way, the Savior

e &
had to be cleansed o pores
1 d m, ing, but as yct 1 was loath to tre
e e +d. and it seemed good

RATTOW es. You put it lntp m} i
:mrlightp:n:intnm to iu:ni' hmﬁmwmm o

a gervant of yours, tor J .
?hdguafn heard that from his youth he had lived m;)ﬂt dué
voutly In your service. At that time ha hoad grown utg, mr:h
becanse of long years spent In following your Way Wit ﬂ.:-nd
good zeal, I thought that he was one who had experien :
many things and leamed many things. In truth, he wnsb::;
a one. Hence I wished that after I had discussed my pro .
with him, he would show me the proper manner for ene af-
fectad like me to walk in your way.

) my tompors

w3
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(2) I saw that

Partson with yoy

which I loved,? those thin ; -
I was still aighniy Py hg; 1o _longer gave me delight, §

love of - ver
apaostle did not forhid me to S o

marry, Although he exhortod .-
(h:r Sumething better. especinlly wishing that a] men wanld

matters, which [ had no wis
yself to thet eonfugal I
¥ which I was the

the mouth of your truth [ had learmed
y that
eunuchs who male themselves such for (he kingdnr: n;]h‘i-a we.

EMt be also says, “He that can take it, let him take §t.™ Sy

all men are vain in whom there is not the Immi.riadg;s of Cod:
and who by these gond things that are seen could not undu':r
stand, could not find, him whe 5.7 T was ne longer i thet

vanity! I had d
wfsg \d passed heyond it, and by the

18 Cod with you, and who
Whom you created al] things.
I# 2nother class of npioys men
;:1:5 H:Itm gine:ﬂcd him as Cod, or given
up I bad fallen, but your right hapd
and took me out of it. and you placed me whare I might g f:

mmin. For you have zald o man: “Behold, éﬂ is

** and “Do not desire to a fsp, ™14 ~f
fof themselyes to be wise. the MPI:-‘EM ool 18 abpiae
Ao : y be ¢ fools. But I had

good pearl, and this | t after sellin
all that I had.1e Yot still T hesituted, p— .

Book 8. The Crace of Faith

CaarTER 2
The Conversion of Victorinus

13) I went, then, i
Son of grace,' of Ambrose, the then bishop, end by him
us a (ather. To him | recounted the winding ways of

By errors. When I recorded how I had resd certain books
the Flatonish . translated into the Latin langusge by Vie-
Bnus,® sumetime professor of rhetoric at Rome, who, 1 had

#d, had died a Christian, he congratulated me because I

3 not fallen in with the writings of other sophers, full

®f fallacies and deceits according to the elements of this world ?
sereas in the works of the Platonists God and his Word are
Toduced in all manmers. Thereupon, in order to exhort me to
scoept 1 “hidden from the wise and revealed
0 little ones,™ he spoke nﬂgjguﬁﬁﬁ'ghmuﬂll. whom be had

—~ : Eh.:ﬁ‘
canufythe futher, as to his re- o jelt S

3

knoww intimately when he was in Rome, He told me mrhiﬂ"{i d 5 -8

things about him that I will not pass aver fn silence, as they
fvolve an instance of that great praise of your grace® which
must be confessed to you. For that aged man, most learned
and mont highly skilled in ull liberal studies, had read thraugh
and passed judgment on many philosophical works snd had
been the teacher of many noble senators. He had even merited
and chtained a statue in the Roman forum as a memorial of
bis outstanding teaching, which citizens of this world deem a
great honar. Right up to his old age, he had been a worshipar
of idoly and a communicant in sacrilegious rites, with which
almost the entire Roman nobility was then inflated. By such
ritep they inspired the people with the cult of Osiris,® and ew
ery kind of god, mansters, and barking Anubis, which at one
time had bome arms against Neptune snd Venus, and against
Minerva ¥ These gods, whom Rome had once conquered, she
now adored. Over the course of many years, the aged Vie-
torinus himself had defended them with thunderous and ter-
rifying eloguence. But now he did not blush to become th

child of your Christ and a newborn Infant st your font® to

bend_his neck under the yoke of bumility, and to lower his
row before the reproach of the cross.*

T

ot
s

2
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3
L‘h ot M":Ii'.:[}L:m. L % you who have bowed down the he
cndecldyou who have touched the moun
and they have siaked by what means di you wend ye
way in!.‘u his breast? 1e wsad 10 Mdf&b«ﬁf&_q Simplici
hl.ll'll:t!d. and he studiously searched into and mminad
Christian writings. He =aid to Simplicianus, not openly, b

Lanst povately and as o frien:. *Y
\ . " You should ready
1.Hf| 0 & Christian.™ But he Jnlwum:;. *1 :fﬂlk;?twbgﬂw: ::.,ﬂ . I

among (Christans, urﬁmlmm{n thetChyee '."
'I'Iu.n'l:hur laughed and said, “Ig it walls, t
".H'_“"’?- He often said that he was already &

de hi .
often he made his joke about Eﬂmmijﬁ:ﬁ}ﬁmﬁ;

offending his friends. the Emliﬂmblp_ﬂ_n.i_m He
thought that from their lufty seat of honor in Euhyhn.i‘ a3

from cedars of Lelsinon. which t
WOT. Lord had not henk
down ' the hes r ] e .dmrlm o
=i ¢ beavy wedght of their enmity would rush
' ARterwards, through and lomg
onging, he drank

strength. H.e feares] thut he would be denied By Eh:i:ﬁ:fu-:

mrg&!s if he now fenred to confess him before men.'d He
saw himself as guilty of 4 great erime by being sshamed of

 the
: mysteries of the hunility of W
__tslumad of the eaeril — D“q!i e

bad proudly imituted go
ity and became e
expectedly, he sald ho has himimlriu;rihnd

it, “Let us 1 wi becn
: go _ghurgh, 1 wish m “hristion,™
nable to contain himself for sl s

oy, Simphicianus went with hi
There he was Rranted the initiyl sscraments of imtru:-t-im:]::‘;
and not long after he gave in his name, so that he might bu

1‘1’511{:111 in hapdsm Rome stood in_wonder, and the i;lﬂu_ﬁ].

IIE El‘ﬂi][l saw, and were angry: thilj-' h i

? ; 3 thei

tecth, and pined away.?® But the Lerd Cod ﬁ:ﬁﬂ:- h-p:
of his servant, and he had no regard for vanities and lving

follies.t®

(5) At length the hour came for him to make his profession
of faith" At Rome. thuse who are about to sepproach .}'{IL’I'.I'
grace usually deliver this profession from an clevated place,
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e sight of your Falthful people, in set words which they
learned and committed to memory. Tu Victorinus, he
the priests gave permission to make the profession in pri-

e, as it was the custom to allow this to those who locked

# they would be self-conscious and upset, However, he préey,

pred 1o make profession of his salvation in the sight of thaf,

iy throng. What he taught in his school of rhetoric was n
ton, and yet he taught it publicly. How much less, then
d he dread your meek fock when he affirmed your Word,

s he had never dreaded to pronounce his own words be-
throngs of madmenl Hence, when be arose to make his
ofession, all who knew him uttered his name to one anothar

th a murmur of congratulation. And who among them did

sot know himP A suppressed sound lssued from the mouths
of all those who rejolced together, “Victorinasl Victorious]™
Suddenly, as they saw him, they gave volee to their joy, and

 just az suddenly they became silent In order to bear bim. He

all desired to clasp him to their bggags. By their uml
they clasped him to themselves. Those were the hands by

which they clasped him.

ClarTEn 3
The Law of Contrasts
(8) O God the good, what goes on within @ man that he

proncunced the troe faith with splendid confic and .“

=L

should rejolce more over the salvation of & soul that had 'ﬁ‘#’
if

despaired of, and was then set free of a greater peril, than
lhwchudnlwn}ihmnhopefmh&ﬂ,mﬂhi!dlmgﬂha&hml
less? Merciful Father, you too rejoice more over ane man w]:ﬂ.i
docs penance than over ninety-nine just men who do not need
penance. We listen with great gladness as we hear how the
shoep that had strayed sway is brought back on the joyful
shepherd’s shoulders, and how the drachma is restored to your
treasure house, while the neighbors rejoice with the woman
who has found it. The joyous festivities within your home
wring tears from our eyes when the story is read in your house
of how your younger son was dead and is come to life again,
was Jost and is found.' In truth, you rejoice in us and in your

(e o

i putd
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angels, who are holy in haly charity. For you are alws Admnce and bgtween sirife and hamgony? Is this lhﬁr)'
nma,tmlthingiﬂiﬂtdunuteﬁjtft:r&murinthcnm:‘ : Ilitmmunhnn}ythntymhwngimm
E"mmhlwfﬁrﬂcrmdin[hEMmem}r. whmﬁmnthehid;ghuofhmm‘dﬂu??ﬂthudlpﬂll
CW‘{;"J Whalfsit.lhcmfnrm.thntmunwiuinthalnd, earth, from the begirming to the end of time, from the
tﬂkﬂmtnﬂqlightﬁ&dngathnthlnmsmm even to the worm, from the first movement up to the
{ﬂh‘ Iumdtuitﬂun[fﬂhadnlmy:pwuuudthﬂn?ﬂﬂm thi ¥you sesfed, each in its proper place, all varieties of good

w:il'l:it:a.ulnil:ia,mﬂnﬂuﬂﬁlhdwithpmhtbﬂ and all your just works, snd caused them to be each
Ioud, “Thus it is]” The victorious general holds his trimme proper season?

! - B
?Hmlﬂahﬁhaﬂ!nuﬁhhamuﬂnmmgwnm . - Woe is mel How high are you in the highest, and how I"":#‘%*
*“f?-mdﬂ“ﬁ“%lﬂuhn.dmiﬂhﬂh!h rre= b ® you in the depths? Nowhere do you depart from us, and
(:Ejn_xw&e .Thastnrmmmma{mubm '- scarcely return to you, W

threatens them with shipwreck: they all grow pale st thel
r:l:;fng death. Then the sky and the sea become calm, and CHAPTER §
they exult exceedingly, just as they had feared excecdingly. A
desr friend is ill, and his pulse tells us of his bad case. AR thudljﬂy

those who long to see him in good health are in mind sick (g) Lead us, O Leord, and work within us: qrouse us, .*

#long with him. He gats well again, and although he does not S us back; epkindle us, and draw ug to you; grow ¥ '

?umﬁﬁ&hhimuvf;m,chhymnhudﬁnd ' 'lﬂgthum.Lﬂmlgum.nndlctmmmm.lﬁn led ¢

nhrtnmbufumwhmhcwn]kedmﬂlnndmﬂug. #here not many men who, out of a deeper hell of blindnessy, | kv
Mmgnmthmvmplmruulhmnlﬂa,m:nmﬂy 'ﬁnﬁmﬂnm_huntmudhmktuywunddnwmmw |

fram any unexpected and unwanted troubles that happen to you? Are they not enlightened, as they receive your light? For }

H'lm+hutﬁmnthusalhntuaphnnadmdwlunhry.fhu1 # they receive it, they elso receive from you power to be-

i no pleasure in eating and drinking unless the discomfort of come your sonsd Yet if they are known to fewer people, so w
Eﬁrmﬂﬂlhﬂmﬁm,ﬂmadditudmliqummtw -~ also those who know them rejoice less over them. For

tain salty foods so as to

1
produce an annoying dryness, and many men rejoice together, there is a richer joy in each cﬂ.m-*.*
‘“hﬂ‘dﬂﬂkiﬂﬂ?’ﬂﬁ!.;&lﬂmn&mﬂmuh&mmmﬁ since they ndle ves and they inflame

wershp
lﬁtmﬁhﬂdummhgimmmwyhmm:ﬂ.lm - ancther® Again, #f they are well o many men, ¥ '

llhﬂh&nﬂlmhldmlwmﬁuwﬁmm exercige towsrds salvation for many others, and t
hlmjwhﬂtﬂﬂhmbmmlmdhudﬁdnntlnngfmhﬂmmﬂm lead the way on which many others follow. Therefore, %

was kept from him. also who have preceded them rejoice becnuse of them, for
fﬂ?mm“"*hﬂ&'h'm’ﬂdmhﬁ:ithﬁl reason that they do not rejoice over them alone.

: fﬂrthmethtmp:rmlthﬁmdhwfu[;ﬂhol&fnrlhtmnﬂ Far be it from me to think that in your tabermnacies there
: ﬁ:nm-umdvh-muusfﬁcnd!h!p;ithﬂldﬂmhimwlmwdmd thould be acceptance of persons, of the rich before the poor, v
butnmrlimm[n,mdﬁ::himwandhm or of the noble before the basebom. Rather, you have chosen
faund. Everywhere a greater fov i by a greater syl the weak things of the world, that you may confound the.
fg_igg,whyhlhix,ﬂLudmyﬂnd,dnmmmMgl_ strong, and the contemptible things, and those that are not,
| nto yourself, since you yoursclf are joy, and since there ars &5 if they are, that you might bring to naught things that are.®
belngs that forcver rejoice in you and about youf? Why is it Yet even that same man, the least of your apostles,” by whose
Hutthhpuﬁeu!urﬂnkuihdnglthubnM&mdﬂlne tongue you have uttered these words of yours, when Paulus
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e begun ithi to wish fr .
the proconsul, whose pride had been conguered through ‘@'m — u.“t;u:;d,mgn sule sure

other's warfare, was sent to pass under the easy yoke of p you end iﬂ: E:.:.gm that prior will, SrOWR

' one old, the other} 2.,

with sge. Thus did my iritual, contend with]

instead of his former name of Saul, was plessed to be e
Paul as & token of 5o great a victory.® the first carpal, and the

S
: ir conflict they
(et -ﬁmﬂ!?_ﬂw_ﬁﬂnmmawlnthmui another, and by their sence what T\ 3L |
ﬁdru{ man upon whom he hns @ firmer hold and by means of whoss ' W%% \
-mcmlhr:hn:hnidunmmu othgrs. He has more hold on the progs ﬂim%@% o |
?ﬁmﬁhnﬂm.ﬂ: ir lofty titles, snd bocause of their name e hm&l'“"?bu*—nl.ﬂmmtqmawﬁuh "'d!f
suthority, he has hold on many others. Hence the mg hich 1 approved within g "

HiE tiﬂhﬂﬁ:itw“m f
ful were their thoughts with regard to Victorinus's , which ppeoved within me. For now, ilnmﬂ‘uq_:d it againgt my

e devil had beld as an impregnable fortrass, and with regard p much myself, since in large F‘ﬂ":ﬂ mrﬁﬂ. *

F@ Christ, and wus made a private citizen of the great King, th was not yet @

to "Mﬁﬂm with which s a keen snd powerful ther than did it vn-lm.lﬂ?- : m;"'
weapon he had slain so many, so much the more abundanthy: whip had becn msde -u

did it behoove your sons to rejoice because our King ngly el L i -
* up_tha strong man® end because they saw his vﬂ% pés agminst ik, Whml‘ﬁmhmmtﬂ . - 4
\from him, and cleansed, and rendered Bt for your honor, and ‘Wor did I any longer have that former €x the world 3 '
« mads profituble to the Lord for every good work.3® ! hnkupmmﬁe““muﬂhdm atil] uncertaln ol
%o me. Now indeed it wns e e soldiecs 1 was | WAtl

CnarTer 5
earth, end 1
The Inner Conflict .thn@m&ﬂmhﬂwmm-mﬂlmj

(10) When Simplicianus, your servant, rel to me all
this concerning Victorinus, I i ]
[RE for this reason_that he had told it to me. Afterwards

he added to it how in Emperor Julian's time a law was passed wherein 1 meditated upon you Were
by which Christians were forbidden to tsach literature and who want to arouse themselves
aratory, and how he obeyed the lev, and chose rather to give drowsiness, sink back again. Just a3 1o
NES |up his school for words than yvour Word, by which you make sleep forever, and it is
eloquent the tongues of infants.! Then be appeared to me to is better to be awake, yet
[huwa been no mare courageous than fortunate, since he found when a heavy languor pervades
ppportunity to devote himsell to you alone [For this very thing
did I s d as [ was, not by another's frons but by my
i The enemy? had contral of my will, and out of
4 it he Fashioned a chain and fetterod me with it. For in truth

Cessity) give to you when you si-&
E555 Teason 1 have called it a chain—a harsh bondage beld me arise from the dead, and'CE
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all sides you showed me
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guard against becoming known to men who were
to this world,? and be avoided among them all men-
urbance. He wished to keep his mind free and to have ¥*

A T e R
u ] 4
: ”“hnghmﬂ': : '; }dlf'ﬂ'hﬂl”ﬁbrﬂﬁlWlblEnh' what rg

% not recall there eame to oy home to visit e and oIy hm‘{mf
getain(Ponticianus g b conntrymen of ours, in $o far as Being arss
Africa, who held a high office at court. I do not know
}é whereby the mind is 2 and BT ; hﬂnhdhm:u,butmutdmtnh&m.

i i desarve = N SLQN, S chanoce i & e ta t
that ft h:;:gl;;g o ﬂw““““?']i‘m’ foce it was by its(ell : H&:iﬁum:kbﬁﬁuﬁhmh tﬂ:im much to his
Who would diilml::t fmhjg: Uﬂb‘mmm&tl arise found that it was by the %M. He had thought
| Your grace . it was one or another of the books that I was
Jour grace through Jesus Christ oz lf out in teaching. Whereupon he smiled and looked at
&s if to congratulate me, and expressed surprise that he
d suddenly found these writings and these alone before my
For he.was o faithfol Christian, and often he prostrated
Hmmmhgmmmﬁhth

th. When I told him how I expended very great pains
son those 4 discussion arose in which he nacmted ,

mous among your servants, but up to that very bour it had
been unknown to ns. When he discovered this, he dwelt all
the more on the subject, introducing this great man to us who
were {gnorant of him, and wondering st this same ignorance.
We in turn t on hearing such wonderful
works® ¢ , deeds of recent memory, done so close
mﬁmmdmmfnﬂymEMtu, In the troe faith
and in the Catholic Church. All of us marveled at it, we be-
use there had been such great wonders, and he because they
had not been beard of by us. rronasken €S
(15) From this subject his discourse turned to the flocks

within the monasteries and to their way of life, which is like
& sweet-smelling odor to you, and to the fruitinl deserts in
the wilderness, of all of which we knew nothing, There was
& monastery at Milan, filled with good brothers, situated out-
tide the walls, under the fostering cars of Ambrose, but we
had not known sbout it. He proceeded with his account, and

i

the story of an Egyptian monk.® His name was fa-’ J'.
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we kept silent and attentive. Then it came about that he

us how he and three of his assnciates—just when 1 do not ke

but it was at Trier’-one afternoon, when the emperor
aftending the games at the virous, went out for a walk in

gardens along the walls. As they chanced to walk in pairs, ¢

went apart with him and the other two wandered off by the

selves. While wandering about, these two athers came wg

vock a cortain house, where dwelled some of your servants, “pe
Lo st In spirit, of whom is the kingdom of heaven,™ and there t
., Iound a little book in which was written the life of An

to be arvused by it. As he read it, he began to meditute on

taling up such a life, and to give up his worldly carear and

serve you. These two men were numbered among those whoms

they style special agents® Then the reader, suddenly filled

H::LFL@': and by gober shame made angry with himself,

t his eyes upon his friend and said, *Tell me, I ask you,

where will we get by all these labors of ours? What are we

seeking forf To what purpose do we serve in office? 'What

higher ambition can we have at court than to become friends

[ of the emperorf™? In such a position what is there that is not

frgile and {yll of peril? By how many perils do we arrive st

a greater peril? When will we get there? But ]

i if [ wish it, see, | bocoms one here and now.

He spoke these words, and in anguish during this birth of

] |@Eh¢tmnudlﬁsﬂ}rﬂagninupun those pages. He read

on and was cha within bi » where your eve could see.

His mind was stripped of this world, ss soon became appasent.

For as be read, snd turned about on the waves of his ha

raged at himself for a while, but then discerned befter things

and determined wpon them. Alresdy belonging to you, he said

to his friend, ~T have now broken away from our former hopes,

and I bave detarmined to serve Cod, and from this very hour

1 and In this very place 1 make my start. If it is tvo much for

you to imitate me, do not oppose me.” Tha other answered

that he would join him as a gomrade for so great s reward and

in 50 great a service. Both of them, being now yours, begaa to

p {-buﬂdatmwm that due cost!! of leaving all that they bad
and following you.

One of them begun to road this book, to marvel at it, and
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hers Ponticiapus and the man with him, who had \Irl.lkﬂi

- Flﬂlnflhﬂmﬂmmmﬁrthﬂflﬁemmthﬂ
1 place, and on finding them, warned them that they rn-;:.":tf

as the day was already lata. The men told ﬂ'_ﬂln

sesolution and purpese and how such a f.lclrrrmmnttnn
sprung vp and hecame established within them, mg
1 the others not to trouble them, even EE they woul
to join them. Ponticianus and his companion, although
wise changed from their furmer state, nevertheleas wept
#. as he affirmed, congratulated them dﬂquﬂy, and Tee-
ded themselves to their prayers. Then, with m-\
ing along upon the earth, they return ed to the 1:|-=|lur:l=“:i
the other two fixed their hgyrts on heaven and remuine
the house. Both men had affanced brides, and wlhun these
e heard the story, they also dedicated thelr virginity 1o,

0 Lord, turped me back upon myscif You tock :
S S
wmyself so that | might sec how wis, how def

| i

A defiled, how covered with stuins and soras. I looked, and B

| Jre
ity horror, but there was no place for me to
1 was filled wi mor SargodraeT: gm&mm}'mﬂr

telling, and once

¥

look at it, and put it out of my
{17) At that time, In truth, the mare nrd:mtl}r 1 loved those
whase healthful affectiops [ was hearing about, becunse
ﬁhﬂd given themselves wholly te you for healing, the more
bly did I bate mysell as compared to them. Many,

ince that nineteenth
hups twelve, of my I:lffl Bown b?mmﬁ |
f:t :;en hy lr‘mnling@ﬁﬂwmw I waus aroused tn &'Cl oo

e

¢
CEAFTER 7
The Naked Self el
h}Punﬁ.::inﬂu-tnldmtihm.mdnha:pohe,m. ﬁ;ﬂ:’: :
¥+ 3§
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g2l forCwisdor, Yet stll 1 @elayed t des ise earth]

MBI, even when [t is not actually f

: ¥ ﬂ'ﬂﬂd."‘l‘l'ﬂ DrEl
t.l?‘ﬁnchm:g trewsures and earthly kingdoms and to bodily g
ures swirling about me at my beck, But I, a most w
youth, most wretched from the very start of m

even soughi chasti {rom vou, and had gai  cal
end conbinenes % not yet!” For e e

hat you
» 2nd that quickly vou w

tywhich I wished :;}hﬂ‘lﬂl: nh:ﬂ;hji-él?nﬂ:qh: -.
inge ! biad wandered along crooked ways® i g
Ous Superstilion, not indeed hecavse | was ocortain of |

s thm_tgh [ preferred ft 4o other teachinge chhmI dIr.tT |
seek with plely hut oppased with hut:a_l..h '

to reject worldly bopes and to follow you alone was becay

£¢ day had come when | stood stripped nak

ore myself, and my onsclenee)upbrai
. ded
my fongue? You said, forspoth, could

Wings for thelr reudier shouldes! m::;q“h By

Thus was | Enawed within myself, and I wag overwhelmed

2 i al
th sheme and fborror, while Ponticianus spoke of sych things.

When he had brought an busin
! end to his sto A '
for which ha had come, he departad un?i 1 t into A

What was there that I dig not say against mysel? With what

Scourpes of self-condemnution di
o E uH!nwE mge“rs nd:dlnﬂrhshm}rmu].mihﬂ

- dave to fullow after your Yat it
%IEE., it relused to go on, and it offered no excuses %Erhﬂ:a!f.
ATEUIMENLS wWerr nee up,and all had been refuted. There

_ rli'rmafnud enly wwﬂnd my soul was fearful, as if
] 1:ﬁ!e=|!h itgell, of being Fept back that flow "m
::h:r;h it wag washing away unto en!Q :

— %

Plcteric, budt not & \
FiERECAN -

“Gickness UKo Death

51, ind the o -
o nd thus dew elf o ThatGe ok ¥ or the hare senn

(18) I thought that the reason I deferred from duy 1o dag®

there seemed Ing cer ] |
: Eu::‘ nothing certain t‘.}’ which | conld direet =3

icre @
that you waul nct cast of

‘the house, did not live in it. The fumglt within m
eombat E 1 entered into against myself, until it
; such an_end as you knew of, but _as I knew notll

thing of evil T was, but [ did not know ‘the.good fhat I would
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CuarTenm 8
In the Garden

) Then, during that great struggle in my inngx houee,
I had violently raised up against my own soul in our
aber.! in my head. both in mind and in coun.
ve, I tum upon cry out bo him: “What
pouble with usf t iz this? What did you hear?
mned rise up and take heaven by storm ? and we, with .
erudition but empty of eag. see how we wallow in Besh) %
-Elﬁtmwldmmdmfuiluw.bcmumthey have g
ahead of usF Is it no shame to us not even to follow them!
said some such words, and my anguish of mind tore me
g, while sstounded ke looked at me and kept silent. I did
speak in my usual way, My brow, cheeks, eves, color, and
of voice spoke of my state of mind more than the words
Bat | attered.

Attached to our lodging thers was a littls garden; we ha
he use of it, as of the whole house, for our host, the owner of

wm.gmmmmm

be after but a little while. I rushed, then, into the garden, and QL
Alypiug followed in my steps. Even when he was present, | \
alone—and how could he desert me when | was J
roduced to a state? We sat down as far as we could from
the house, Suffering from s most fearful wound, I gueked in

spirit, angered by a most turbulent snger, l:_ﬂ;ﬂﬂ_{_dpd.nd
goter_into_vour will and into & covenant with you? my God.

Filhw_lhﬁgi‘_ﬂw;mﬁm that -::m-mnt.)
and by their praises they lifted me up to the skies. Not by
ships, cr in chariots, or on foot do we enter therein; we need

not go even 30 lar as I had gone from the house to the place
wtuuﬁwawmsitﬁng.Fnrmtmlylngn.hutmn:nnulnﬂ
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xmmbujwmmad:tplumﬂnufwﬂw sul to ok

i {mefmhﬂd.iflhchdmr
' 4o my knees, 1 did so I

j:u_'i ad

e il f.

e jmands

'-I

X

*lﬂl;,fnr&nmedlntuh'. when 1 made that act of will, T wor

1fm
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mmmuﬂtmhﬂ'km“ tﬂ-np. i [ weity

(20) Finally, in the shifting tides of my ind 1
many bodily movements, luthg_u men Inn:ﬂhnﬁ‘tﬂ
but cannot, whsther bacause they lack certaln members

ﬂlnul,mlindemdinnnewn}-m'muﬂ;u.lf!humr

together
But I ¢

this an yet not done ft, if the motive power

Yet I did not do
Hyp-mdmira.mdmuldhlwdumumu!wﬂhd

py limbs had de its res . Therefore I did o
Eﬁ,' in which fo will was not the ssme a1 theibi Lo
,_uq @ﬁ'

hn‘v!wmadﬁth.jﬁmplnmchnmﬂwmmlﬂ -

ﬁuwﬂwnﬁ-ﬁmmdﬂmmlﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂhl.
it was casisr for

actually to do the deed. Yet it was not d
the body to obey the soul’s most feeble command, so that

itself aed to acoomplish its own bigh will wholly within the

CRarten g
The Two Wills

(21) Whenee comes. this monstrous state? Why should it
be? Let your mercy shine forth, and let me inquire, if per-
chance man's hidden penalties and the darkest sufferings of
the sons of Adam may be ahle to give me an answer, Whence
mthhmmm?%yﬁmﬁubu?m

+ and it obeys forthwith. Mind gives orders to it
» and it is resisted. Mind gives orders Tor to move,
80 easy is |t thst command can scarce be di

execution. Yet mind i3 mind, while hand s bod . Mind
commands mind to will: thers s no difference bers, hu:'llduu
nntdum“’lmmmelthilmmmt&?%y:hﬂuﬂ

which [ wanteq to do with an Incompan

will 15 ack, not powec/Taculty - p1e
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I say that it commonds itself to will a thing: it would
ﬂ:hmmdunlm,itwiﬂndihmdyuitdaumt!indmﬂ

it wills. -
ses ot will it In its entirety: for this reason It does not | W
b this command in its entirely. For it commands a thing ey
in so far as it wills it, and in so far as what it commands
sot done, to that extent it docs not will it. For the will
siands that there be & will, and that this be itself, and not |3
else. But the com slete will does not g T
' t cOmmant

a complete will, t would not command it to &, since
@ thing would already be in being. Thercfore, it is no man,

srous | nﬂlymwiﬂtthi:ngmd]urﬂrnutlu
: t%ﬂ&am@d,mmmghnhmneﬂ
| does not whally rise up, since it is heavily encumbered by ~
"_i_Fi}'l herafore there are fwe simce gne of them i3 not | ©

iplets, and what is lacking in one of them i:prminth?_‘___l;l_r-,_

CrAPTER 10
Man's Single Nature 1

(22) Let them perish from before your face! O Cod, even
s vain talkers and seducers® of men's minds perlsh who de- .
tect in the act of deliberstion two wills at work, and n#'l- |
assect that in us there are two natures of two minds, one good, | o oafuis
the other evil.® They themsalves are truly evil, when they think/
such evi] things. They will become good, if they come to kmow .
true doctrines snd sssent to the truth, so that your apmﬂsfr‘ﬂ
may say to them, “For you were herctofore darkness, but now OV
light in the Lord.™ But they wish to be light, not in the Lowd,
but in themselves, and they think the soul’s nature to be that
which God is, Thus they ate made into a deeper darinoss, for :
i Bormid pride. they bave tumed back farther from you, from
you who are “the true light which enlightens every man that
comes into this world,™ Take beed of what you say, and blush
for shame, but “come to him and be enlightened, and your
faces shall not be confounded.™

As for me, when I deliberated upon serving the Lord m*a 2




[ =

"::;"f

b ! m’-lﬂi{:ﬂn! ‘H'HI'I. &“-'TE will
walls ;:;,?NELDE owi b

The Confessions of St. Augusting

(23) If there are as many contrary

natures as there am

Dot only tw
'T‘tbf.m- E a m_.'.ln dﬂﬁht’l’lfﬂﬂ' wimlher I-:._a,n e
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i or with a sword; whether he should seize this or that part

another man's land, when

be cannot take both; whether he

buld purchase pleasure out of Just or save his money out of
; whether he should go to the cirous or to the thester,
are showing on the same day. To this last [ add =
third choice, whether he should rob another man's house, if Jieme
®e has the chance, And [ add fourth, whether he should
Sommit edultery, if an opportunity opens up at the same time, wills
Let us suppase that all these cocur together at exactly the
same time, and that all ave equally desired but cannot be enr.
fod out simultaneously, They rend ssunder the mind, with
these femr wills opposing one another, or even with many mors,
i accordance with the great range of things that are desired.
Yet the Municheans are not accustomed to assert that there is
such n great multitude of diversa substances,
50 also with regard to wills that are good. I ask rithamd;ﬂ&
whether it is good tn find delight in reading the apostle, o ood

whether it s gnod to take delight out of a sober psalm, whether bltls

it is good to discourse on

the GospelP To each of these Jues-

tions they will answer,
all these offer delight st

"It is good.” What now? X, therefore,
one and the same time, do not diverse

wills perplex a man’s heart while it deliberates which thing we
would seize upon before all others? Al] of them are good, but
all strive with one another, until one is chosen, and there is

upon it a single complate will, whereas i* had been di-
vided into many wills, 5o also, when eternity sbove delights
us and the plessure found in a temporal good hojds us fast
from below, it is the same soul that wills this cotirse or that,
but not with its whole will, Therefore, it is rent asunder
grievous hurt as long as it prefers the frst 3 nfiu@
but does not put away the other becguse o{Elii/

Caarter 11

The Voice of Continence

(25) Thus I wa sick and tormented, and I upbraided my-
nﬂ‘muchmmhinmiymmmrbﬁfwn.llwm_dl@_hn_ﬂiﬁ
in_my chain, uatil it might be completaly” broksn~although
now I was scarcely held by it, but still held by ltl_wa_%ithtn

(o o
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& hidden i_}tf'E[}E of my soul, O Lord, you grged me gn,
VE g R

I give in again, and :
mstbmdlhwldmtheh':;ntr:;ur
ruu-llrmgng-hmldhlnﬂme}mtmmﬂnﬂy. |

Within myself I said: “Behold,

Book 8. The Groce of Faith

there appeared to me the i 0
gnd joyous, but in no wanton fashion, vi
hat | would come to her and hesitute no longer. To kift
up and embrace me, she rth her holy hands,
with varied kinds of good examples. Many were the bays |
girls, there 100 a host of youths, men and women of every
grave widows and aged virging, and in o/l these continence

was in 0o wise barren but a fruitful mother* of children,
ws bery of you, O Lord, her spouse. —
' 8he smiled upon me with an enheartening mockery, as if to
t "Cannot you do what these vouths and these maidens ;
Or can these vouths and these maidens do this of them-| -
#ves, und not rether in the heir GodP The Lord their
wod gave me to them.

Bus stand pot af pllP Cast yoursell on him. Haye no fear. H
not draw back and let you fall. Cest yourself trustfully on

: —— B bhe will receive i will b . I Eelt g reat

i_’ Bb:;ﬁhﬂdmh suspense, harme ) 1 the murmurings of thosa trifles, and
= e . e . =

5 (t_in,l } Elmmufnlﬂ: trilles of trifles end vanities of I | delayrd and bung there in . Again she smiled ns

¥ to'say: “Turn deaf ears to those members of
whispered softly: “Do You cast us off?” and “From that Bpon the earth, so that they may be mortified. They tell you of

~ delights, but not as the law of the Lord your God.™ This
.ﬁiﬁ m was solely of m mgainst myself 5
: standing close by my side, tly awaited the
Butc my strunge emobion.

CEAPTER 132
The Voice as of a Child

{28) But when %& dredged out of the se-
eret recesses of my soul and heaped it up in full
view of my fizard) there a mightv stogn, bringing with it
. & mighty downpour of That [ might pour it all forth |~
its own proper sounds, I arosa from Alypius’s side<to be- '
';%bwmmrhth&wﬂﬂlufwuphg—nmdml albad
spart, so that not even his presence would be & hin-

drance to me. Such was [ at that moment, and be sensed it, for
I suppose that I had said scmething in which the sound of my

voice already appeared to be choked with weeping. So I had

Care

e L e
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I closed th brmk.md,witha%mmv_ati;} _
ilﬂlﬂﬁ]j;im What had taken place in him, whi IMLTPM&

sot know about, he then made known to me. He asked to
what I had read: I showed it to him, and he looked also at

after what I had read for 1 did not know wh‘at

| was this that followed: “Now him that is weak in

faith take unto you,™ which he applied to himself and

ssed to me. By this gdmonition he was Itl."t!'IFIJ:I.mHi. and

good gesolution and purpose, which were entirely in keep-
It [AC
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arisen, while be, in deep wonder, remained there where
3 mmﬂuﬂi;g.ﬂmmﬁgiﬂhawldumm,
certain guve free rein to my tears.!
l:]mutﬁ'ummrtyﬂ,ln ' A
ceed in these very words but to this effect T ke many €k
hynu:*ﬁndmﬂ[md.hmvlmg?'H::hnﬂ 1
wﬂmbemmfm?‘ﬂmmbﬁmtnmput
ﬂas."FurIfnltthntlwuheldbytham.degnlpd
these mournful words, “How long, how long? Tomerrow

; tomorrow? not now v not + ar, srein both for a long tln':a and for
J t"';”?"‘m?' e better ha hed mthﬁmdfrummr:- be_joined me)

. ﬁﬂ] suﬂhwrmkﬁ and Wﬁhm‘j r . hont soy Detnds hegitahn —— =
qu' - And lo, I heard ' Jm nlz:r " @mmmlmmm@“ﬂdhfﬂw“w’ e
Take like that of a boy or 4 girl, I kn # not which, char she rejoicod. We related just how it happenad. She was

; wcl, Tepeating over and over, Take up and read, Take up . i with exultation and triumph, and she blessed you, “who

pead” Instantly, with aht T ablo to do above that which we ask or think."1® She saw
mast Intently whether children mads use nfl :n: ﬂ :i:m ‘st through me you had given her far more than she had leng
some kind of game, h“tImHﬂwhmingﬂm Begzed for by her pitecus tears and groans, For you bad gon: ¢
I checked the flow of » tears and got up, for | jplerpreted Cveriod 'mmﬂal!,mthatlwmﬂdmknrllhﬂﬂfﬂm

“f this solely 4 od to open the book e Tlilon in Fils workl, for I would stand on that A -y
and read the § ] upon_ For I had so many years before, you had showed me to hert! |

ing i ic that she
Mou turmed her mourning into o joy'? far richer than
bad Jesired, Tar dearer and purer than that she had sought In

grandchildren bom of my flesh1®

heard how Anthony had admenished by a ing from
hﬂupdﬂwhhhhndlamnd:nhpm,uﬁ:gm
mﬂmnﬁmdmﬂm:'&,sﬂwhimhwu,mdﬂlﬂ
t{;utl:-u poar_,‘lndﬂr;.: shall have treasure in heaven, and coma,
_ ow me,™® an t by such a portent
Lﬂ;:ﬂtﬁil‘njuu. y pa be was immediately
I hurried back to the spot where Alypins was sitting, for
Ih-ﬂlputlhuethnmlumdﬂunspmﬂnwhmlgqupmd
left him. I snatohed it up, opened ft. and the
uhplu'mw'hlnhmyﬁyuﬁlt Not in ricting and runj

:Hm‘”’mmdmmﬂ‘“dimmﬂﬁnnﬂhﬁnmd

Itnmd.nurwulbmuoudmdgm_hmﬂmh
is sentence, as if before a i

all the dark shadows of doubt fled

away.,
(30) Then, having inserted my finger, or with some other




