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    Every year, more than one million teenagers become pregnant.  84% of them are unintended pregnancies. About half of those seek abortion.  Many teenagers who seek abortion come from dysfunctional, abusive, or single parent family.  In 38 states of America, a minor must have a parental consent or judicial bypass in order to go through abortion.  This is a problem because the law pushes these young women to choose more dangerous options: running away, attempt to suicide, or unsafe abortion.  In some cases, such as the case seen in 20/20, some teens even end up killing their newborn or "trashing" their babies in garbage cans.  The law "only punishes those girls who come form dysfunctional families," whose parents are not so supportive (Gordon 41).  Again, notice that the writer uses the MLA format.
    First, we must do everything to bring down the teen pregnancy rates.  We must teach our teens the effects of sexual behavior.  We must be takes steps to prevent the high rates of teen pregnancy.  The parents must talk to their teens about sex and try to set a value in their children and teach them about the sexual misconduct.  We must spend more money to educate our teens and make contraceptive more available.

     However, because doing the above will only reduce the rates, not stop them, we must protect the teens from abusive background by allowing them to choose abortion without informing their parents.  The pregnant teen who has a loving, supportive family is already protected by their family.  The law must protect the unfortunate ones who do not have such supportive, loving family.

Here come the counter-arguments.
    In this highly controversial issue, there are many counter arguments, which oppose my solution.  One of the highly misled arguments is the medical issue.  Those who support parental involvement say that adolescents who undergo abortion have a greater risk of complications in future pregnancies.  A result of study done in John Hopkins University states that girls under the age eighteen who have abortions are two and a half times more likely than women ages twenty to twenty-nine to have inflammation of the uterus (Clark 444).  It is obvious that abortion does not bring exciting health benefits to teens or any...

Here comes the refutation.
...other group of women.  However, to teenage girls, abortion is actually safer than childbirth.  Girls ages fifteen to nineteen are twenty four times more likely to die from childbirth than from first-trimester legal abortions (Clark 444).  Although I cannot praise the some of the possible harmful effects, which follow the procedure of abortion, it is evident that a teenager has a choice, and that abortion is safer than childbirth for a teenager.

Another counter-argument.
    Another aspect argued by my opponents is that the parents will lose their rights.  Parents all across the country are worried that the law will prohibit them from protecting their children (Gordon 444-445).  What many of my opponents do not realize is that the parental consent law is a "secondary strategy to banning abortion".  Anti-abortion activists do most of "lobbying for parental involvement law" (Clark 445).  We must not be tricked by the disguised parental right that was intentionally aimed to stop abortion.

And here comes the refutation.
    I cannot argue against the love and concern that parents have for their teens.  However, I can argue for those girls who desperately need the law to be legalized; they don't have that loving, concerned parents who will help them in such crisis.

    Some people also argue that some teens are not mature enough.  The thought of a thirteen year old waling into an abortion clinic is horrifying to most adults.  However, the public needs to realize that teenagers are entitled to make their own decision about their lives.  Experts like Joyce Kennard (SmithE-1) and San Francisco Superior Judge, Maxine Machesney both agree that great majority of minors are capable of making fully informative choices about abortion (Hager A-1).

    Opponents also argue that teenagers will lose responsibilities.  They believe that if minor disallowed to have an abortion, then teen pregnancy rate and teen abortion rate will go up.  They argue as if legalization of such law will enable every minor to engage in sexual intercourse, become pregnant, and get an abortion behind their parents' back.  This is not only misleading, but it argues against the fact.  The fact is, not every teenager is sexually active.  Forty-six percent female and twenty seven percent male teenagers are not sexually active (Scheer B-7).  Not all teenagers who are sexually active become pregnant. Not all teenagers who do become pregnant choose abortion.  58% of pregnant teens choose childbirth Clark 443).  Their argument oversimplifies and generalizes all teenagers.  We must acknowledge the responsible teenagers who are choosing abstinence. Responsible teenagers will not suddenly become promiscuous and go on a rapid reproductive rage.

    The people who oppose my view points have one thing in common: they think, if we pass the law that allows minors to have abortion, America will be overcrowded by the babies born from teenage mothers. The fundamental purpose of this law is to protect the unfortunate teenagers from their abusive family and the dangerous options they might choose. 
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