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Humanities 1305: Introduction to Mexican American Studies, 

Spring 2016 - CRN 94081 - DE
Dr. James A. Ross-Nazzal, co-Director African American Studies Program, Southeast College 
Office hours: Online only M-Th 11:00-1:00pm; I am not available for any on campus meetings. I am not available at night, weekends, or after I have logged off for the day or week.  
E Communication: All electronic communication will take place through the QuickMail feature of the EO classroom. If you contact me directly to my HCC email account I will ask you to contact me via QuickMail. Federal privacy laws prohibit me from discussing college matters via personal email addresses. 

Social Media: 

Facebook -Search “Ethnic and Gender Studies” or https://www.facebook.com/Fronteras-Unidas-Ethnic-and-Gender-Studies-at-HCC-1678708835741166/
Twitter      @ethgenstudies
Tumblr       EthnicandGenderStudies
Instagram   Ethnic and Gender Studies
Pinterest     Ethnic and Gender Studies

I am the editor of our monthly e-magazine on ethnic and gender studies called Fronteras Unidas. Back issues are located at the bottom of my HCC Learning Web page: http://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/james.rossnazzal.
Catalog Description
The main goal of this course is to provide students with a basic foundation in the Mexican-American/Chicano Studies discipline by offering insight into historical, social sciences, demographics, socio-cultural, political, economic, linguistics, educational, and cultural themes that are relevant to the experience of Mexican-Americans in the U.S. Core curriculum course.
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Textbook
Meier, Matt and Feliciano Ribera. Mexican Americans/American Mexicans: From Conquistadors to Chicanos, ISBN 978-0-8090-1559-7.
Monographs (purchase any one of the three and use to complete the Book Review assignment)

Tatum, Charles. Chicano Popular Culture: Que Hable el Pueblo. ISBN: 0-8165-1983-8

Macias, Anthony. Mexican American Mojo: Popular Music, Dance, and Urban Culture in Los Angeles, 1935-1968. ISBN 978-0-8223-4322-6.

Reyes, David. Land of a Thousand Dances: Chicano Rock ‘n’ Roll from Southern California, ISBN 978-08263-4722-0. 

Electronic Readings: Electronic Readings from the Julian Samora Research Institute (see “Electronic Readings” folder) are in each Unit. Other electronic reading may be assigned as needed.
Websites: In the EO classroom there is a list of meaningful websites that you may consider utilizing as you complete your assignments. These are, of course, optional resources. And my list is not exhaustive. If you come across a website that you would like to use, please let me know and if it is academically relevant, I will add your website to the list. Do not use any website that has not been approved by me (see penalty below for using a prohibited source).
Student Learning Outcomes
1. Describe various themes and developments (including socio-economic) which have contributed to define the position of Mexican American populations.

2. Analyze at least one major problem related to Mexican American communities

3. Apply current methods in the Humanities to an issue or development in Mexican American studies.

4. Evaluate cultural developments in Mexican American studies. 
HCC Grading Criteria:

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-    F

I do not round up.

Grading Criteria: 

Exam 25%

Book Review 25%

EO Class Discussions 25%

Research Paper 25%

EXAM
The exam will consist of several essay questions, from which you will select one. You will answer the question fully and completely using evidence from the assigned readings and lectures and any of the optional resources found in the EO classroom as necessary, in at last five double spaced typed pages. You will cite using either MLA or APA and you will attach a Works Cited page. The exam is located in the aptly-named folder, “Exams”. This assignment is worth 25% of your final exam.

BOOK REVIEW

A book review is a critical analysis of the book. A book report is an explanation of the book. Students in academia perform reviews, not reports. This assignment is patterned after the book reviews that historians draft for professional journals such as the Journal of American History and the American Historical Review. One of the goals is to introduce a new topic, a different interpretation, or to allow you to examine more deeply a topic of your choice. Another goal of this assignment is to develop your critical thinking and analytical means because unlike a book report that merely discusses the book in a linear narrative manner, a book review is a critical examination of the author’s thesis, use of evidence, and conclusion. Your review will be at least five double-spaced pages in length, Times New Roman, 12 font and you will use the textbook you selected for this assignment.

Grade: Your grade for this assignment will be based on form and content to include grammar, spelling, analysis, and critical thinking. It must conform to the minimum length requirements or else you will receive a less-than-passing grade for this assignment.
Heading. At the top of the first page only you need to place the proper citation. Please follow this model precisely:
Title of Book. By Author (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication). Page numbers. Reviewed by Your Name, Date of Review.
Example:

Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era. By Elaine Tyler May (New York: Basic Books, 1988). vii + 284 pp. Reviewed by J. Ross-Nazzal, May 6, 2009.

Body. The review itself is a critical examination of the author’s theses, evidence, and analysis. 

1. One (1) to Two (2) Paragraph Introduction

-Tell the reader about the author

-Why is the author interested in the subject?

-Why did the author write the book?

2. Two (2) to Four (4) Pages on the subject

-What is/are the author’s thesis/theses?

-What evidence does the author use?

-Is the author’s argument(s) effective? Defend your answer.

3. Two (2) to Three (3) Paragraphs on what worked or did not work for you.

-What was interesting?

-What did not work for you? Defend your answer.

4. One (1) Paragraph Conclusion  

-Who would be interested in reading this book?

-What level (novice, secondary school, undergrads, grad students, etc.) of expertise is this book written for?

-End on a positive note. 

5. Other Stuff

Citations – please cite work by placing a parenthetical page number before the punctuation. For example, according to the author “this book is great” (4). 

Bibliography – there is neither a bibliography nor a “works cited” page on a formal book review.

Cover page – there is no cover page on a formal book review. The heading of a book review takes the place of any cover sheet. 

This assignment is worth 25% of your final grade.

CLASS DISCUSSIONS

Each week you are required to respond to all of my questions, critically challenge or support your classmates’ observations, and be able to academically defend your positions using evidence from assigned and/or optional readings/lectures within the EO classroom. These are not opinions, rather they are thoughtfully constructed arguments. You will submit at least two posts: one addressing my question and one in response to one of your classmates’ responses to my question. In this class, as in life, never do the minimum and expect a superior outcome.  

The weekly questions are below in the Course Calendar. They will also be noted in the Class Discussion section of our EO classroom. This assignment is worth 25% of your final grade.

RESEARCH PAPER
First, select a topic. Then, post your topic selection in the Class Discussion section under the thread “Research Paper Topic”. Here are some topics that students have covered in the past. This list is certainly not exhaustive so if you want to do something not listed here, that’s fine with me. Ultimately you need to pick a theme that most interests you. 
Specifics: at least seven (7) pages, doubled spaced, TNR, 12 font, default margins. You will use evidence from the following sources: 1) the assigned textbook or monograph AND one other physical book (this is a research paper so do some research) found at any HCC library or any library at UH, Rice, St Thomas, TSU or HBU; 2) anything from the list of approved websites listed in the EO classroom; 3) any of the e readings located inside our EO classroom; and, 4)  anything from any edition of the monthly e magazine Fronteras Unidas.
 
You will cite parenthetically using either APA or MLA and therefore attach a Works Cited page at the end of the paper. The cover page and the Works Cited pages will not count towards the seven page minimum (never do the minimum in my class or in life and expect a superior grade or outcome). 
Here is a brief list of some topics students have covered over the years:
Minority literature 
Music: el Corrido, Chicano bands, orchestras, hip-hop, etc. 

Pre-Hispanic indigenous topics – Aztecs, Maya, Zapotecs, etc 

Minority Fashion 

Prison – The Chicano/a, African American, LGBT, etc experience 

Minority political, social, or economic leaders 

Development of Minority studies over time 

Farm workers experience 

Immigration experience 

Education – bilingual, other issues 

Minority film 

Minority art 

Tejanos culture

TV

Movies 

Gender and Civil Rights

Gender and the minority family

Minority family structures

Divorce

Unmarried minority women having babies

Americans with Disabilities Act

The Fourteenth Amendment (equal protection clause)

Stonewall

Equal Rights Amendment

Civil Rights Acts under LBJ

The list goes on . . . 

This assignment worth 25% of your final grade.

Additional Opportunities to Succeed: I do not offer extra credit. Extra credit is a high school thing not an academic thing. I may, however, present you with an additional opportunity to succeed. Historically these have been short (250-750 word) essays in response to questions that revolve around the major historical themes of each month (Black History Month, Women’s History Month, Hispanic Heritage Month, Native American Heritage Month, Veterans’ Day, et. cetera). If I do offer you an additional opportunity to succeed I will post the assignment in the Class Announcements section of the EO classroom as well as the Course Calendar below. If you complete all three of these optional assignments, your grades will be raised by 10% (3% for the first essay, 3% for the second essay, and 4% for the third essay).

A Final Thought on Grades – Getting good grades is easy. All you have to do is to keep up with the readings, attend class with a tenacity of purpose, take full and complete notes as I lecture and as you read, review your notes on a daily basis, take advantage of my office hours, and put forth the required efforts on all class assignments. No one has more control over your grades than yourselves. You will do well (i.e., pass) when you decide that studying is what is important and if you take the necessary steps to do well. Ultimately, you are responsible for your success or failure

Grades

The grade of A (100-90) reflects excellence. The A work offers a well-focused and organized discussion appropriate to the instructor's assignment, reflects critical use of all relevant materials, and demonstrates effective and formal writing requirements. Work must demonstrate outstanding efforts to identify and use varied and pertinent evidence from all available sources, to employ those materials critically in the text of the papers, and to provide error-free citations of those resources. A work is handed in on time. 

The grade of B (89-80) represents work  beyond satisfactory and indicates the work was completed in an appropriate and competent manner and, in general, demonstrates a strong attempt at original and critical analysis, writing, and research. Work must demonstrate beyond satisfactory efforts to identify varied and pertinent evidence from all available sources. The B work may contain a number of minor errors of grammar or citation, and its thesis or its conclusions may be undeveloped or too weakly supported. B work is handed in on time.

The grade of C(79-70) indicates that the work was done in a satisfactory or appropriate fashion and represents the average work expected for university courses. In order to obtain a C grade, your work must adhere to all of the assignment’s minimum requirements to include but limited to page/word requirements, number of sources, types of sources, and proper citation method. The work is organized around a central idea with arguments supported by relevant examples from the available sources. The work is structured into correctly written paragraphs and sentences. Although fulfilling the assignment, the C work may exhibit one or more weaknesses including, but not limited to, errors of punctuation and grammar, imprecise or incorrect word use, inaccurate or uncritical use of materials, occasional inconsistency of organization or development, and lack of direct relevance of the selected research materials to the topic. C work is handed in on time.

The grade of D (69-60) indicates that the work may have a poorly defined topic or thesis, lacks clear focus or organization, and contains unsupported generalizations or conclusions. Research support (citations) is inadequate, not clearly relevant, or improperly documented. A less-than-minimal research effort is evident. D works fails to obtain the required page or word minimum requirement, number of sources, or required citation method. The work may also suffer from numerous or major formal writing errors. D work fails to adhere to any of the assignment’s minimum requirements. D work is handed in on time.

The grade of F (59-1) indicates that the work is not clearly relevant to the assignment and that its topic and thesis are poorly focused or defined. The work may display inadequate organization or development, unsupported generalizations, and nonstandard formal features (including language usage, sentence structure, and paragraphing). Research support (citations) is absent, or irrelevant to the assignment. F work contains non-academic sources such as Wikipedia or unassigned sources. F work is handed in on time.

The grade of 0 indicates that the work was not submitted at all or submitted after the due date/time.  Remember any cheating whatsoever will result in an F for the course. Do you remember what happened to SMU in 1987?

 http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/spe/2004/feb25football/smu.html
Calendar:

Week of:

To be Covered, Read, and Completed:

1/19 
Read and listen to all files in Unit 1

Read “Hispanic, Latino, Chicano” in the Electronic Readings 


folder.

Begin reading the monograph (complete reading the book in time to successfully 


complete and submit the Book Review assignment –see due date below).
Discussion Question: Is the Rooney Rule inherently racist? And why does American society not have a Rooney Rule?
Additional Opportunity to Succeed: This is an optional assignment and will not negatively affect your grade if you do not participate. It is due by 11:59pm Sun Jan 24th.

Draft a 250 word essay on either: 1) The state of race relations in the US today; or 2) Do you support or reject the ethnic/racial/gender special “history months” and why; or, 3) Who was the most significant Mexican American actor in the American civil rights movement in the 20th century and why?
This essay is an opinion piece, therefore you do not need to cite anything. If you wish to participate in this opportunity, submit your essay as a Word document to the file entitled “Additional Opportunity to Succeed 1” located in Unit 1. 

If you take advantage of this opportunity, your exam grade will be raised by 3%

1/25

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 1

Read “Mexican American Acting Company” in the Electronic 


Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 2

Discussion Question: Do you self-identify with a subgroup of “American” and if 

so why and if not why not? 

2/1

Read Mexican Americans, Chs. 2-3

Read “Significant to Whom?: Mexican Americans and the History 


of the American West” in the Electronic Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Units 3



Discussion Question: Is failure to assimilate un-American?

2/8

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 4

Read “The Chicana in American History: The Mexican Women of 


El Paso, 1880-1920: A Case Study” in the Electronic Readings 


folder. 

Listen to all files in Unit 4.

Question of the Week: hy do we self-segregate?
2/15

Read Mexican Americans, Chs. 5-6

Read “Immigration (19th century)” in the Electronic Readings 


folder. 

Listen to all files in Units 5

Exam is due NLT 11:59pm on Sun., Feb. 21.

2/22

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 7

Read “Con Sus Calzones Al Réves” in the Electronic Readings 


folder. 

Listen to all files in Unit 6



Question of the Week: Were all the big civil rights issues settled in 1965?

Additional Opportunity to Succeed: This is an optional assignment and will not negatively affect your grade if you do not participate. It is due by 11:59pm Sun Feb 28th. Draft a 250 word essay on the “most influential” women in American history. You will of course need to define what you mean by “most influential.”

This essay is an opinion piece, therefore you do not need to cite anything. If you wish to participate in this opportunity, submit your essay as a Word document to the file entitled “Additional Opportunity to Succeed 2” located in Unit 6. 

If you take advantage of this opportunity, your book review grade will be raised by 3%.
2/29

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 8-9

Read “La Pachuca” in the Electronic Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Units 7
Question of the Week: Are minority representation on TV just an excuse for stereotyping or something else?
3/7

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 10

Read “Pre-World War II Mexican Americans” in the Electronic 


Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 8
Question of the Week: what has the greatest influence on culture: age, class, or ethnicity?
3/14

Spring Break

3/21

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 11-12

Read “Rita Mendoza –Chicana Poet” in the Electronic Readings 


folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 9
Question of the Week: What was the most interesting thing you learned from the textbook and why?

             


Book Review due by 11:59pm, Sun. Mar 27.

3/28
Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 13

Read “Mexican American Cultural Capital –San Antonio” in the 


Electronic Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 10
Question of the Week: What’s the most interesting thing you’ve discovered in performing the research for the research paper assignment? And why?
4/4

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 14

Read “Religion and Health” in the Electronic Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 11

Question of the Week: What’s the number hurdle to success, as defined by you?

4/11

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 15

Read “Mexican and Mexican American Families (1970s) in the 


Electronic Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 12
Question of the Week: What is the biggest problem in tour neighborhood: a lack of grocery stores, crime, poor schools, or something else? And why is that the biggest problem?

4/18

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 16

Read “A Woman’s Work is Never Done” in the Electronic 


Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 13
Question of the Week: Is identifying with a minority group an inherently racist act? Defend your response. 

Additional Opportunity to Succeed: This is an optional assignment and will not negatively affect your grade if you do not participate. It is due by 11:59pm Sun Apr 24th.
Draft a 250 word essay on: 1) What have you learned from your mother?; or, 2) The significance of motherhood in Latino, African American, White, or any other racial or ethnic family; or, 3) The state of American motherhood in the 21st century. This essay is an opinion piece, therefore you do not need to cite anything. If you wish to participate in this opportunity, submit your essay as a Word document to the file entitled “Additional Opportunity to Succeed 1” located in Unit 13.
If you take advantage of this opportunity, your Research Paper grade will be raised by 4%

4/25

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 17

Read “Ethnic Pride and Internalized Racism” in the Electronic 


Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 14
Question of the Week: Review your response to the QotW 1/22. Has your answer now changed? If so, why? If not, why not?

5/2

Read Mexican Americans, Ch. 18

Read “Fatherhood” in the Electronic Readings folder.

Listen to all files in Unit 15

5/9

Submit your Research Paper NLT 11:59pm, MON, May 9th
Policies: If you cannot or will not adhere to these polices then please do not take my class as I will not make any exceptions and thus never ask me to change my policies or to make an exception.
ADA: Students with Disabilities
Any student with a documented disability, (i.e. physical, learning, psychiatric, visual, hearing, etc) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the disability services office at the respective college at the beginning of each semester.  Faculty are authorized to provide only the accommodations requested by the disability services office.  
Academic Honesty: In the case of any form of cheating, including plagiarism you will receive an F in the course. If you drop the course after being caught cheating in any form, including plagiarism, I will change your final grade to an “F”. Plagiarism is the failure to cite your research/evidence while cheating includes any academic dishonest practice that offers you an unfair advantage. See the Student Handbook on plagiarism and cheating.
Participation: Participation is required if you want to succeed (i.e., pass):  Participation means submitting graded and non-graded work and responding to my emails and class announcements. Students who fail to participate before the official day of record will be dropped from the class by the Registrar’s Office. Students who do not participate after the official day or record will be given the grade of FX, unless the student drops the class. 

Student Attendance: Life is too short to repeat in lecture what is available in your readings, thus relentless attendance is required. If you miss “just one day” you truly miss a lot because my lectures, like history, are tightly integrated. Successful students attend class with a tenacity of purpose. Successful students log into the class daily to get the latest Announcements and to read my daily emails. Attendance means logging in, opening files, or uploading assignments. You are required to log into the EO classroom daily. Students who do not log into the class at least 12.5% of the time may be dropped.
Withdrawal: Why would you want a “W” on your transcript? Please realize that when universities or employers see transcripts with Ws, the message they receive is that you cannot complete what you started. In other words, it is in your best interest to get a grade in this course. The professor will not withdrawal students. Withdrawing is the responsibility of the students. 

International Students: Receiving a W in a course may affect the status of your student Visa. Once a W is given for the course, it will not be changed to an F because of the visa consideration.  Since January 1, 2003, International Students are restricted in the number of distance education courses that they may take during each semester. ONLY ONE online/distance education class may be counted towards the enrollment requirement for International Students per semester.  Please contact the International Student Office at 713-718-8520 if you have any questions about your visa status and other transfer issues.
Reinstatement Policy: Students have a responsibility to arrange payment for their classes when they register, either through cash, credit card, financial aid, or the installment plan.  Faculty members have a responsibility to check their class rolls regularly, especially during the early weeks of a term, and reconcile the official class roll to ensure that no one is attending class whose name does not appear on the rolls.  Students who are dropped from their courses for non-payment of tuition and fees, who request reinstatement after the official date of record (OE date), can be reinstated by making payment in full and paying an additional $75 per course reinstatement fee.  A student requesting reinstatement should present the registrar with a completed Enrollment Authorization Form with the signature of the instructor, the department chair, or the dean, who should verify that the student has been regularly attending class.  Students who are reinstated are responsible for all course policies and procedures, including attendance requirements.  A dean may waive the reinstatement fee upon determination that the student was dropped because of a college error.  The dean should note the nature of the error in a memo to the registrar with the appropriate documentation.
Questions Policy: I presume that the syllabus, Class Announcements, etc are crystal clear because I know what I want to say. However, I might not have said what I wanted to say in a way that is clear to you thus if anything I put out is confusing or you have questions on anything, it is your responsibility to contact me immediately if not sooner and seek my assistance. This means contacting me on the first or second day of the semester. No excuses.
You may contact me through EO QuickMail. Each class offers different policies, procedures, etc and if I do not know which class you are in I cannot give you the most accurate response thus do not contact me at my HCC email address. 

I cannot answer any questions having anything to do with technology because I am not trained on technology. If you have a tech or tech related question please contact the tech department. 

Likewise, I cannot answer any question that is covered in the DE orientation. Again, my training is on the instructor’s side of creating and maintaining the EO classroom, not on the student’s side of using the EO classroom. So, if you have a question about EO please contact the DE department.

Finally, I do not teach college writing. You learned college level writing in ENGL 1301 thus I will not answer any questions on material that was covered in ENGL 1301. 

If you do pose a question that is answered in the syllabus I will simply respond “that’s covered in the syllabus.” If you send me a QM that begins with the phrase “I read the syllabus but”. As in “I do not see which books to buy”, or “the due dates of assignments”, or “the scheduled readings”, et cetera. I will respond that you did not read the syllabus because the answer to your question is in the syllabus. Everything you need to know about this class is in the syllabus. Please read every handcrafted word of the syllabus.

Virtual Classroom Conduct: As with on-campus classes, all students in HCC Distance Education/hybrid courses are required to follow all HCC Policies & Procedures, the Student Code of Conduct, the Student Handbook, and relevant sections of the Texas Education Code when interacting and communicating in a virtual classroom with your professor and fellow students. Students who violate these policies and guidelines will be subject to disciplinary action that could include denial of access to course-related email, discussion groups, and chat rooms or even removal from the class.
PowerPoint Lectures: Each PowerPoint slide presentation has a built in lecture that automatically begins when you start the presentation and automatically plays on every new slide. If you cannot hear the lectures (which you are required to use on the exams) you need to contact the tech department, not me. The presentations are lectures were created in Windows 8.1. If you are an Apple user then you need 365. Your other option is to ask other Apple users what program they use in order to listen to my embedded lectures. 

Grades are earned not deserved: When I was young, I played in a school football league for boys between 4th and 8th grade. My first year on the team, the team won the league championship. We came in first place. The rest of the 4th graders and I were put into every game only after the win was assured and only to play offense. Our play never affected the outcome of any of our 12 wins. At the end of the year banquet, all players on our first place team received a trophy. I remember one of the parents saying that everyone on our team deserved a trophy because we were all part of the winning team. As a 4th grader (meaning I was 10) I disagreed. I believed that accolades need to be earned not deserved and so when we got home from the banquet I put the trophy in the back of my closet. Four year later, when I was in 8th grade, our team once again won the league championship. I was the starting right guard on offense and right outside linebacker on defense. I recorded 34 tackles. I recovered six fumbles. I had three interceptions. I blocked one punt. I scored one defensive touchdown and while on offense (it was a screen play and I was a puling linesman) I caught a tipped ball and carried it for 10 yards before being tackled. I was voted 1st Team All-Star by the other coaches. In other words, I earned that first place trophy and I was quite proud of my accomplishments when I received that trophy. 

You do not “deserve” an A (or even a passing grade) just because you exist. Yet sadly in each class in every semester, there is always one student who tells me that he or she “deserves” an A just because he or she submitted the assignment. This attitude is not a characteristic of a successful person in my class nor in life. You do not deserve to pass this class. You earn a passing grade or you earn an F. Ultimately, the grade is in your hands.

“Everybody wants to go to Heaven, but nobody wants to die.” 

–Thomas Henry Delaney (1948)

In this academic setting, the Delaney quote means that everyone wants to get an A but no one is really willing to do the work necessary to earn an A.

One power of Santa Claus: According to the famous song (first sang in 1934) “Santa Claus is Coming to Town,” one of the lines is “he knows when you’ve been sleeping. He knows when you’re awake. He knows if you’ve been bad or good, so be good for goodness sakes.” I have that same power in the EO classroom. Everything you do, from when you log into EO to when you log out or close your browser, is recorded in the EO activity log. Everything. So when students tell me that they submitted the assignment and cannot figure out why the assignment is not showing up in the assignment folder, I check the log. Never, not once, has the activity log ever supported the students’ claims of submission. Students have told me that they responded to my email or that they never received my email. So I check the EO activity log and sure enough the log does not show that the student responded as well as the fact that they did receive my email. Then I turn the log over to the DE tech department and ask them to verify my conclusions, so there is another pair of trained eyes looking at the log. Everything you do is recorded and I have access to that log. FYI.

Resources: Each graded assignment has a list of required resources. Each assignment might be different in required resources so please see the directions of each assignment for the list of required sources. If you do not use all of the required sources, your grade will be 69 or below. See the definitions of grades below.
Optional resources: Once you've exhausted the required resources, you may, if you chose to do so, use any of the optional resources. Optional resources are anything I've placed in our EO classroom such as links and documents. You are not required to use optional resources. See the definitions of grades below.

Prohibited resources: Everything that is not required and not optional is prohibited. Never, ever use prohibited resources. If you use a prohibited source (even “just once”) your grade will be 69 or below. See the definitions of grades below.

Citations: The only citation method you will use is APA or MLA as parenthetical citations. If you do not cite that way you will receive a 69 or lower. Students who fail to cite at all will be given a 59 or lower. Failure to cite is technically plagiarism.

Submissions: Part of earning a grade is the successful submission of each assignment. Successful submission means that the assignment is uploaded to the proper assignment folder, in the proper format, and on time. Students who do not submit their work on time will earn an F (zero). Students who submit their work on time but not in the correct format will earn an F (zero). And students who send me their work via personal email, HCC email, QuickMail, or any other kind of electronic transmission, will earn an F (zero). 

Also, I will grade what you submit. It is your responsibility to submit the correct file. If you submit the incorrect file your grade will ultimately suffer. No, you may not resubmit or email me the correct file or version. I will grade whatever you properly submitted to the assignment folder in our EO classroom.

Assignment Feedback/Comments: Besides a grade, you will receive comments or feedback from me in your first three assignments. The comments are not to justify the grade. Please do not ask me “why” you received the grade you did, rather read the definitions of grades. Grading is somewhat subjective, not unlike Justice Stewart’s famous definition of pornography: “I know it when I see it.” in Jacobellis v. Ohio, 1964. My comments are therefore forward looking -to give you a few ideas on how to improve your standing on the next assignment. I will provide you with two or three major issues you need to address on the next assignment. I cannot possibly point out every single problem with every students’ submissions. Therefore, if you are in need of further assistance than I can offer, please visit the nearest Writing Center, schedule an appointment with an HCC history or humanities tutor or take advantage of the AskOnline feature of EO.
Late Work Policy: I do not accept late work, for any reason. In order to succeed (ie pass you need to develop proper time management skills, learn how to juggle multiple deadlines simultaneously, and deal with problems, issues or emergencies as they arise). 
Incomplete Policy: I do not give Incompletes. 

The Distance Education Student Handbook contains policies and procedures unique to the DE student. Students should have reviewed the handbook as part of the mandatory orientation. It is the student's responsibility to be familiar with the handbook's contents. The handbook contains valuable information, answers, and resources, such as DE contacts, policies and procedures (how to drop, attendance requirements, etc.), student services (ADA, financial aid, degree planning, etc.), course information, testing procedures, technical support, and academic calendars.  

“Don’t bring me a problem. Bring me a solution.” –Jack Welch

If anything or anyone is getting in the way of your academic success and you still wish to continue in the class, then you must contact me immediately if not sooner. Please do not wait until after an assignment was due to inform me that this or that issue, six weeks ago, prevented you from successfully completing the assignment. I want you to succeed (ie, pass). I want everyone to succeed. And so you must take the lead and let me know what something, anything, is getting in the way of your success. Maybe I can help.
When you get your terminal degree, and start your career, your boss is not going to want to hear you point out all the problems with your job, the department, or the company. Rather, bosses want to hear solutions. So do I! Thus, do not just present me with a problem. I want to hear your solution.  
TITLE IX OF THE EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF 1972, 20 U.S.C. A§ 1681 ET. SEQ.
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 requires that institutions have policies and procedures that protect students’ rights with regard to sex/gender discrimination. Information regarding these rights are on the HCC website under Students-Anti-discrimination. Students who are pregnant and require accommodations should contact any of the ADA Counselors for assistance.

 

It is important that every student understands and conforms to respectful behavior while at HCC. Sexual misconduct is not condoned and will be addressed promptly. Know your rights and how to avoid these difficult situations. 

Log in to: www.edurisksolutions.org . Sign in using your HCC student e-mail account, then go to the button at the top right that says Login and enter your student number. 

� Remember, current and back issues of our ethnic and gender studies e-magazine are located in a folder at the bottom of my Learning Web page:  � HYPERLINK "https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/james.rossnazzal" �https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/james.rossnazzal�.
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