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English 2341: Literature and Film 
   HCCS-CENTRAL   Summer 2014 SYLLABUS
Distance Education/Online
Instructor Julie Garza-Horne


CRN: 60194 

Office: FAC 319



Phone: 713-718-6662
julie.garza@hccs.edu



Office hours: By appointment
Class Location: 
Secretary to the English Dept. Number: 713.718.6662 (All calls must be made between 9am and 5pm Monday-Friday. The Secretary for the English Department will contact me when any student calls. I will contact the student back through email.  I teach other classes, so if I do not respond quickly, then please be patient. I will get back to you as soon as possible.) 
Contacting the Instructor:
E- Mail: julie.garza@hccs.edu (Remember to allow a 24 to 48 hour response time (sometimes longer) when communicating via email and/or telephone with a secretary and/or counselor. Do not submit a request to discuss withdrawal options less than a day before the deadline.)
This syllabus may be changed at the instructor's discretion. Changes announced online through Moodle.

Required Texts: There is no textbook required for this class. However, you do have to purchase three novels:


Frankenstein by Mary Shelley; 

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan; 

Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf;
Also, purchase one play, Willy Russell's Educating Rita. 
(A few short stories and other materials will be assigned and possibly available through the library.) The major essays will ask you to look at these novels and their film versions, please make sure you buy the books listed above. Get your books and put yourself on a reading schedule!
Course Description and Objectives: This course provides an introduction to film studies, with emphasis on critical analysis, historical development, cultural significance, literary theory, and cinematic technique. This fall, the course will focus on both READING and ANALYZING film. 
Upon completion of this course you should be able to: 
1. Discuss the marriage of literature and film 
2. Utilize with confidence about the significance of literary theory when READING film 
3. Understand the social and political concepts at the heart of film 
4. Offer well-developed arguments on film the context of literature and cultural conflicts. 
5. Enhance your critical thinking skills in the context of scholarly articles written about films seen in class. 
What will you learn in this class?
To aid you in understanding cinema, the library holdings on cinema includes collections of several
books that will help you this semester. I suggest that you take advantage of these resources and others this term to enhance your appreciation of film and its history.
Using our text as our point of departure, we will develop a vocabulary for analyzing films; you
will utilize this vocabulary for writing film reviews and critical investigations about those
aspects of cinema that interest you. And at the term’s conclusion, you will take a possible vocabulary examination.
An English course such as Film Studies aims to improve your written and analytical skills. Given the course’s wide focus, English 2341 is very much a writing-across-the-curriculum course, allowing each of you to pursue your specific areas of interest, such as Art (The Art of Film), Sociology (Gender and Culture), Science (Nature vs. Mankind), Literature (The Grammar of Seamless Editing), etc. In other words, Film Studies provides you with excellent avenues to expand your personal academic interests. 
Discussion Assignments: Discussions/Participation – (Due Wednesdays) Always prepare yourselves accordingly. View all the films and be prepared to discuss them on the discussion board. The once-a-week format gives us time to view representative films and to discuss them and the reading assignments. English 2341 is a discussion-centered class, so come to the DBs armed with clear, analytical discussions/input. 
Most Discussion Boards: You have to post one comment about the films/readings for the week. On occasion, 
you may have to respond extensively to a minimum of three classmates. Students, please move beyond the "I 
agree with your post." You want to create a dialogue with your classmates. I WILL NOT ONLY GRADE 
ON HOW MANY POSTS YOU HAVE, BUT I WILL ALSO GRADE ON HOW WELL YOU HAVE DISCUSSED CERTAIN TOPICS, AND YOU WILL BE GRADED ON WHEN YOU POST. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO POST.— 
Discussion Assignments will open Wednesdays and close on the following Wednesday at 11:59pm.
Essays: In your essays, you are encouraged to approach film from various 
perspectives, some technical (“Sound and Lighting”) and others more social in focus (“Gender 
Conflict”). The conflicts, both political (Hollywood) and cultural (Melodrama and Populism), at 
the core of the films watched and discussed in class likewise require students to become more aware of how films affect and reflect the way he/she reads and views LITERATURE. 
Essays Continued: Students will maintain the reading/viewing schedule and will submit writing assignments on the designated deadline. In the event of an emergency, students should email the instructor. It is simply too confusing to accept work past the deadline…in my email…or in any other format. All essays WILL BE UPLOADED through Moodle, through a feature called TURNITIN. 
Journals: (Due Fridays) - Periodically through the semester, you will be asked to submit a journal. (The format for a journal will be released soon.) All journals will be saved as a Word Doc, THEN uploaded to Moodle. Journals submitted any other way will not be graded. 
Withdrawal Policy: The State of Texas has begun to impose penalties on students who drop courses excessively. That is, if you repeat the same course more than twice, you have to pay extra tuition. In 
addition, as of Fall 2007, students are limited to no more than SIX total course withdrawals throughout 
their educational career at a Texas public college or university. To help students avoid having to 
drop/withdraw from any class, HCC has instituted an Early Alert process by which your professor will 
"alert" you and Distance Education (DE) counselors that you might fail a class because of excessive 
absences and/or poor academic performance. Currently students cannot withdraw themselves; they must receive approval from a instructional or counseling faculty-- or the faculty member may submit an online 
form. If you do not withdraw before the deadline, you will receive the grade that you 
are making in the class as your final grade. (If you do not feel comfortable contacting your professor to withdraw, you may contact a DE counselor. However, please do not contact both a DE counselor and 
your DE professor to request a withdrawal; either one is sufficient.) 
If your goal is to earn a grade higher than an "F," as I hope it is, you should attend class regularly and 
turn in all of the work. Missing class over 6 (2 during a Mini semester) hours and missing assignments (or turning them in late) may lead to a lower grade than you would hope. 
Please find out the final deadline for withdrawing from class! 
The Grade of "I" for Incomplete: If you receive an Incomplete in the course, you are agreeing to complete work not submitted within 6 months from the end of the course . 
But! You must be passing the class with a "C" or better to receive this grade. You cannot receive an "I" simply because you just decided to stop coming to class. Processing incompletes takes time--I must read 
and review work, and paperwork must be submitted to the college; this process can take a month or longer. An Incomplete not "completed" by the end of the next long semester will become an I/F. An 
incomplete "completed" will become an "I/A,"I/B,"I/C," or "I/D." **Receiving an Incomplete can have a 
negative effect on future financial aid from the College; contact Financial Aid for information on this. 
A grade of "Incomplete" is appropriate when a student has experienced an event or condition at the end 
of the semester that makes it difficult to impossible to complete remaining assignments. Persons 
experiencing similar problems before the withdrawal date should consider requesting withdrawal. After 
this deadline, an Incomplete can help someone complete the course and not receive a grade of "F."
Writing Requirements 
Errors in usage and mechanics will diminish the grade on written compositions as follows:    
o Major errors are defined as lack of thesis (or ineffective thesis), weak or nonexistent topic sentences, lack of support, lack of unity, development, and coherence, failure to adhere to assignment, fragments, comma splices, agreement, verb forms and tenses, quotation format, awkward syntax, incoherence, development, and pronoun case. 
o Minor errors are defined as non-standard spelling, capitalization, punctuation, 
identification of titles, or contractions. 
o Grammar is important! If you are lacking in this very important area, please use 
the PPTs or seek tutoring at any HCC campus.
Class Rules
1.  All essays & revisions must be completed or you get an "I" or a “W” grade.
2.  If you get a grade of “I”, you must see me, or the computer will change an "I" to an F.
3.  Keep all assignments in a folder.  Failure to produce a previous class assignment may mean writing it again or receiving a zero for that assignment.
4.  Do not copy your essays from a book or from another student.  If you quote from a book, use quotation marks and indicate who made the statement and where you found the quote.  Don’t turn in a paper you haven’t written.
5.  You are responsible for all material covered in each online class.
6.  All writing must be coherent, logical, and clear to pass the course. 
7. The syllabus may be changed at the instructor’s discretion and announced in Moodle.
8. There are no excused absences. Failure to login each week will affect your overall grade.
9. A revision of an essay may receive a lower grade than the first draft if the student does not follow the instructions written on the corrected essay. Students who lose the corrected essay must rewrite. (Note: Rewrites do not apply to online/Distance Education courses.) 
10. If you fail to turn in a paper on the due date, you have a one week grace period to complete it. All late essays begin at a 75. If an acceptable paper is not turned in, you cannot pass the course.
11. Class notes turned in after the assigned date receive half credit. Notes more than one week late receive no credit. Grammar assignments will be completed online. No “Late Work” for online classes. 
Late Work Policy

Late work is not accepted. Due to the high volume of course work produced this semester, late work does not apply to Discussion Assignments or Journals. Once the deadline has passed for these assignments, students will not be able to submit the work through Eagle 2.0. 

The Late Work Policy applies to Essays Only: Due to the high volume of papers produced this semester, late work for essays will be accepted, but will suffer harsher grading procedures. All late work for essays will start at a 75. A grade above a 75 for any late essay assignment is not possible. Essay late work will be accepted one week after the original due date. Please do not turn in any essay assignment more than one week late. Essay assignments submitted more than one week late will not be accepted. No makeups for the Midterm Exam, Final Exam, and Essay 3.
Basis for grades
Content -- The paper responds to the test item and discusses significant ideas. The writer shows an understanding of the ideas contained in the readings. These ideas must be clear to the reader. The ideas should be developed with examples, definitions, explanations, analysis, comparison-contrast and occasionally description.
Grammar & structure--The writer follows the rules of grammar. The paper is well organized. The sentences are well structured and clear.
Grades
90-100 A
80-89 B
70-79 C
60-69 D
59 and below F
Evaluation and Grading Scale: 
Discussion Assignments:    15%
15% 
Journals:                              15%
Midterm:                              10%
10% 
Essays: 
45% 
Essay1 -                               15%
Essay 2 -                              15%
Essay 3 -                              15%
Final Exam:                         10%
10% 
Attendance/Participation:     5%
Total:                                  100%                                                                                                                      


MIDTERM EXAMINATIONS


Monday, July 21st from 12:00am TO 11:59pm

Students may take midterm examinations online any time between 12:00 a.m. on Monday to 11:59 p.m. on Monday. Exam takes two hours. Late Midterm Exams are not accepted.




FINAL EXAMINATIONS


Monday, August 4th from 12:00am TO 11:59pm

Students may take final examinations online any time between 12:00 a.m. on Monday to 11:59 p.m. on Monday. Exam takes two hours. Late Final Exams are not accepted.


Tentative Schedule
Changes May Occur. Always check Moodle.
WEEK 1– (Mon.) July 7, 2014 to (Sun.) July 13, 2014
1. Sign up for Netflix (Most of the films you will view this semester can be viewed on Netflix. For 7.99$ 
a month, you can sign up for the Netflix (Online Movies/Stream Movies and TV Shows instantly). When 
you sign up for this service, you are given the option to sign up for the 30 day trial version. You can get 
this version, and watch the films early. Or, you can sign up for Netflix until the class session is over. I 
will check with the library about putting some materials on reserve; you will have the information as soon as possible. Another option is to purchase the three main films on your own. I recommend amazon.com or half.com for the most affordable prices. Please purchase Mary Shelley's Frankenstein (the version with Robert De Niro); The Joy Luck Club (1993 American film version); and Mrs. Dalloway  (1997 version). Also, purchase one play, Willy Russell's Educating Rita. 
2. Locate the "Turnitin for Essays" folder in Moodle. This is where your essays will be submitted this semester.
3. Post an Introduction Discussion Posting by the end of week one. In the discussion posting, you will write a two to three paragraph introduction of yourself to the class.
4. Post a Journal for week one.
READING LIST:

Week 1. Begin and finish reading Tan's The Joy Luck Club / Focus on “The Red Candle” “Two Kinds”/   
              (Watch the film version by the end of this week)/ Introduction Discussion Assignment 
Week 2. Begin and finish Willy Russell's Educating Rita (purchase the play by Willy Russell)/ (Watch the film 

  (play) version by the end of this week) 
Week 3. Midterm/ Begin and finish reading Mary Shelley's Frankenstein/ (Watch the film version by week 4)/

  (Note: Week 3 is a heavy reading week. Do not fall behind.)
Week 4. Begin and finish reading Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf (Watch the film version by week 5)/ 
  Review stories for the Final Exam. Stories to review will post this week.
Week 5. Final Exam
I cannot lend videos for home use, but you may check with any HCC library to check out the videos. 

*The instructor has the right to change the syllabus and reading list as needed.*

