ENGLISH 1301

Composition I

Dual Credit/ HCC/Jones High School

CRN 32485

Mondays and Wednesdays, 8– 9:30 am
16 week term

3 credit hours

Instructor:  Kala Dunn, M.F.A.
Office hours:  By appointment.
Email:  kala.dunn@hccs.edu
Prerequisite:   Must be placed into college-level reading and college-level writing.

Course description: A course devoted to improving the student’s writing and critical reading.  Writing essays for a variety of reasons ranging from personal to academic, including the introduction to argumentation, critical analysis, and the use of sources.  Core curriculum course.

Course texts:   

The Norton Reader. Peterson & Brereton, Eds. 13th Edition. (required)
The Little Seagull Handbook.  Bullock & Weinburg  (required)
Course student learning outcomes:
· Demonstrate knowledge of writing as a process.

· Apply basic principles of critical thinking in analyzing reading selections, developing expository essays, and writing argumentative essays.

· Analyze elements such as purpose, audience, tone, style, strategy in essays and/or literature by professional writers.

· Write essays in appropriate academic writing style using varied rhetorical strategies.

· Synthesize concepts from and use references to assigned readings in their own academic writing.

Learning objectives:

By the end of the semester, the student who passes with a final grade of “C” or above will have demonstrated the ability to:

· Complete and comprehend reading assignments.  Assignments vary in length, but a typical assignment requires two hours out of class for each hour in class.
· Attend class regularly, missing no more than 12.5% (six hours) of instruction.

· Participate in small group and/or class discussions in which assigned work is analyzed and interpreted.

· Write multi-paragraph expository, analytical, and argumentative essays that are clear in purpose and expression, both inside and outside of class.

· Write at least 5,000 words in completing written assignments of varying types and lengths that are relevant to course content.  At least one written assignment will include information obtained through research that is presented in current MLA form.

Course policies:

****Please turn off cell phones and other electronic devices before entering class.  No electronic devices should be on your desk during class, except for laptops used during class exercises.

****Show respect to your classmates during class discussions – no interrupting, and no side conversations.  It’s perfectly fine, and even encouraged, to challenge your own opinions and those of your classmates, but please maintain respect for different ideas.  Our discussions should be a safe place to share ideas, even risky ones.  Inappropriate behavior can result in dismissal.

Attendance:   Students may not miss more than six hours of instruction (3 classes).  According to HCC policy, students who have too many unexcused absences may be dropped from the class.  However, a student who simply ceases attending without formally withdrawing from this course may be assigned a grade of F.
Academic dishonesty:  Students are expected to conduct themselves with integrity in fulfilling course requirements.  See Student Handbook on the HCCS website for more information on HCC’s policy regarding plagiarism.   The penalty for plagiarism (unattributed copying or paraphrasing that has been passed off as your own work) in this class is a grade of “0,” with no possibility of making up the grade.  We will discuss the particulars of what constitutes plagiarism during class in order to ensure that all students are clear on this policy.

Accommodations:  Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, or other) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodation must contact the Disability Services Office on the first floor of the New Building at the beginning of each semester.  Faculty are authorized to provide only the accommodations requested by the Disability Support Services Office.  If you have questions, please contact the Disability Counselor in that office or at 713-718-5165.
Support Services:

Tutoring:  Free tutoring is available in the Writing Lab at HCC, which is on the third floor of the Fine Arts Center, next to the English Department  Check door for schedule.

Library:  Librarians are dedicated to helping you find whatever you need.  Obtain a free student i.e/Library Card so that you may use the library, its computers, and the reserve copies of our textbooks in case you forget yours.

Computers are available for your use.  Check library or computer lab for hours.  
Course Calendar:

(If there are changes to the calendar, I will announce these in class.  You are responsible for reading all assignments before you come to class.  All readings are from the Norton Reader, unless otherwise noted. The due dates for major essays are in bold.  Some of the minor assignments are marked on the calendar, but more will be announced during the semester, so be sure to contact your instructor immediately if you miss class so that arrangements can be made.
WEEK ONE

W Sept. 10 – no class
WEEK TWO

M Sept. 17  HOLIDAY

W Sept. 19  Introductions; writing sample

WEEK THREE

M Sept. 24  Course introduction; Reading “with the grain” and “against the grain”; Introduction to reading-based writing; In-class exercise: “Believing and Doubting” due at the end of class.
W Sept. 26 Reading-based Writing Strategy: Summary.  Summary of “Little Lightnings” due at the end of class.

WEEK FOUR
M Oct. 2  Read “College is a Waste of Time and Money” by Bird 467-75;  Reading-based Writing Strategy: Ideas Critique Response
W Oct. 4  “College Is a Waste of Time and Money” Summary due.   Read “Aria” Rodriguez 517-22 and “Get a Knife, Get a Dog, but Get Rid of Guns Ivins 405-06
WEEK FIVE
M Oct. 9  IDEAS CRITIQUE ESSAY Tuesday by turnitin.com Discuss Reading-based Writing Strategy: Rhetorical Analysis Response.  
W Oct. 11  Summary of Bird, Rodriguez, or Ivins due.   Rhetorical Analysis exercise due at the end of class. 

WEEK SIX
M Oct. 16 Read “How Teachers Make Children Hate Reading” Holt 449-56.

W. Oct. 18 Read Black Men and Public Space” Staples 396-98; Reading-based Writing Strategy: Reflection Response; RHETORICAL ANALYSIS ESSAY due Thursday by turnitin.com
WEEK SEVEN
M Oct. 22 Read “The Work of Honeybees” Wallace 
W. Oct 24 Read “On Dumpster Diving”  Eighner 20-29.  REFLECTION ESSAY due Thursday by turnitin.com
WEEK EIGHT
M Oct. 29  Read online packet on “Synthesis.” – Read section on “Evaluating and Using Sources” in Little Seagull.
W Oct. 31  Synthesis Questions list due at the end of class – these will be posted on the Learning Web to provide ideas for the “Synthesis Essay” FREE CHOICE ESSAY due Thursday by turnitin.com
WEEK NINE
M Nov. 5 Continue discussion of “Synthesis”; form discussion groups for Synthesis Questions; opportunity to work on Synthesis Essay in the lab.
W Nov. 7 More time to work on Synthesis Essay. SYNTHESIS ESSAY due Thursday by turnitin.com 
WEEK TEN
M Nov. 12 Read “Against Exercise”Greif 360-368 and the section on “Argument” in the Seagull Handbook
W Nov. 14 Introduction to making an argument. Introduction to library resources. 
WEEK ELEVEN
M Nov. 19 Interactive Peer Review for all Reading-based Essays; All essays will be returned to you by this point.  Choose your strongest and weakest essays and be prepared to justify your reasoning.

W Nov. 21 – Thanksgiving Holiday

WEEK TWELVE
M Nov. 26 Read “The Case for Single-Child Families” McKibben 378-86  Continue discussion of argument. Assignments made for Visual Argument Analysis.

W Nov. 28 In-class – Visual Argument Analysis Essay to be completed by the end of class. (in-class writing) Argumentative Essay assigned.
WEEK THIRTEEN
M Dec. 3 Read the section on “Narrative” in the Seagull Handbook and “Graduation” by Angelou; discuss and compare Angelou’s personal story and the student example. 
W Dec. 5.  Personal reflection free write due at the end of class.  Discuss implications for college admissions. ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY due Thursday by turnitin.com
WEEK FOURTEEN
PERSONAL ESSAYS DUE, FINAL EXAM TO BE SCHEDULED
WEEK FIFTEEN – 

Grades due.
WEEK FOURTEEN
Personal Essay due at the beginning of class.  Interactive peer review of Argumentative Essays
WEEK FIFTEEN
Interactive peer review of Personal Essays; catch-up day/review for final exam
WEEK SIXTEEN:

FINAL EXAM


The final exam will consist of an in-class essay (1-2 pages) and short-answer questions (roughly a paragraph each).
HCC Grading Scale:

A – 90-100%:  Sophisticated level of understanding; exceptional written work (superior in mechanics, style and content.

B – 80-89%:  Above-average level of understanding; excellent written work (superior in one or two of mechanics, style and content.) 

C – 70-79%:  Average understanding of basic concepts; good written work.

D – 60-69%:  Below average understanding; written work noticeably weak in mechanics, style or content.

F – 0-59%:  Failing; clearly deficient in understanding, mechanics, style and content.

Student Assignments:  
Minor Assignments/Daily Work
10%
Reading-based Essays (5)

50%
Visual Image Analysis Essay

10%

Argumentative Essay


10%
Personal Essay


10%

Final Exam/Essay


10%

(Essays will take place in and out of class and will be between 500-700 words each.)
