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CRN 16038 – Fall 2018
West Loop Campus | Face-to-Face




Professor: Dr. Lauran Kerr-Heraly     
Office: C256
Email: lauran.kerrheraly@hccs.edu
I.          Required Reading (listed in order of assignment during the semester)
Textbook: Shi and Tindall, America: A Narrative History, brief 10th edition
eReader: American Perspectives: Readings in American History, Volume I (to 1877), 6th Edition

Monograph: Adrienne Lentz-Smith, Freedom Struggles: African Americans in WWI 
The textbook is available at the college bookstore. You may also shop for used (or new) copies on the Internet through various online bookstores including, but not limited to, Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble Online, Half.com, etc. 
You can purchase a code to access the eReader at the bookstore, or purchase the reader online here: http://www.pearsoncustom.com/tx/hcc_hist1302/ 

The monograph is available in full for free as an eBook on the HCC library website. You can also find used copies for purchase online from the usual places. 
II. 
Course Objectives and Description:

This survey of American history from 1877 to the present day, through lecture, assigned readings, and other media, will explore the major political, social, and cultural trends from the end of Reconstruction through to the end of the Cold War. Students enrolled in this course will sharpen their analytical skills by learning to think and read critically while developing their ability to place events in historical perspective and truly realize that “what is past is prologue.

In addition to the content areas mentioned above, upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

create an argument through the use of historical evidence, analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources, analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, and global forces that shape post-Civil War American history, and understand the importance of chronology and how earlier ideas and events shaped later developments.

I. Course Structure:

1. Lectures:  There are thirty scheduled class days during the semester. Class will meet two days each week, except when holidays are scheduled, Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30 until 4:20 in room 151 at the West Loop Campus of Houston Community College.   

2. Attendance:  Perfect attendance is not required, but regular attendance is strongly encouraged.  Please arrive on time and stay until the lecture has ended and the professor has dismissed the class.  Excessive tardiness may result in disciplinary action.  The professor will handle these on an individual case-by-case basis.

Students will sign an attendance sheet during each scheduled class meeting to record their presence.  The maximum number of allowable absences is four (4). Any student that exceeds this number of absences, for any reason, will automatically be penalized one letter grade off their final course grade at the end of the semester upon their fifth absence. For each additional absence beyond the fifth absence, students will be penalized one letter grade for each absence beyond the four allowable absences.  For additional information regarding the HCC attendance policy, see the Student Handbook.

3. PLEASE NOTE:  The professor will not initiate an administrative withdrawal at any time during the semester for any student.  Students who simply stop attending class and are still enrolled in the course at the end of the semester will receive the grade that their performance in class reflects. THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE.
4. PLEASE NOTE: Students who have not attended class at all for any reason before the Official Day of Record, September 10, 2018, will automatically be withdrawn from this course and will not be allowed to re-enroll. THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE.
5. Eagle Online: Each student enrolled in this course is automatically enrolled into an Eagle Online account through HCC-SW. Through this account, students can correspond with the professor and receive handouts relating to course content. Please Note: it is each student’s responsibility to monitor postings on Eagle Online. 

6. Reading Quizzes: Students will complete online quizzes via Canvas regarding the week’s readings. The highest ten grades will be recorded. 
7. Document Reviews: Of the required documents you read throughout the semester, you will pick four (4) over which to write a one-page review. You will answer a set of questions on a template that will be posted on Canvas. Your review will be due on the Wednesday that the document was assigned.
8. Research Essay: Students are required to complete a research paper on an approved topic relating to the history of the United States between 1870 and 1910. The research paper may focus on a personality, an event, or a document. Students must use both primary sources and secondary works on their research paper. The research paper will be discussed in greater detail at a later date. 

9. Freedom Struggles Project: This is a research-based, creative project. You will make a research sheet with twenty facts, a works cited page with six sources, and a creative components. Examples might include a Twitter account from a person in the book, a pamphlet by a Civil Rights group, an invitation to a lecture by a black soldier, etc. The creative project will be discussed in greater detail at a later date. 
10. Group Presentations: Students will be randomly divided into groups; the number and size of groups depends upon class enrollment. Each group will choose from a list of topics provided by the instructor relating to the history of the United States between 1920 and 1980. Each group will make a 15-minute presentation. The group presentations will be discussed in greater detail at a later date. 

11. Grades: By the end of the semester, students will earn five major grades weighted as follows:




Reading Quizzes

20% of overall course grade




Document Reviews

20% of overall course grade




Incidents Project

20% of overall course grade




Research Essay

20% of overall course grade

Group Presentation

20% of overall course grade

     Once all of the above assignments have been assessed, each student will receive letter grades through F based on the following scale:

A =

100-90 (Excellent)

B =

89-80 (Good)

C =

79-70 (Passing)

D =

69-60 (Poor)

F =

59-0 (Failing)

VI. Administrative Notes:

A. Scholastic Dishonesty:  Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion.  All of these offenses are serious and are not taken lightly by the instructor or the Houston Community College System (HCCS).  Punishment for scholastic dishonesty will be failure in the course, and that student’s name will be forwarded to administration officials with a recommendation for dismissal from HCCS.  Please refer to the Online Student Handbook for additional information.

B. Services for Students with Disabilities: Any student with a documented disability (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the Disability Services Office at the respective college at the beginning of each semester. Faculty members are authorized to provide only the accommodations requested by the Disability Services Office. You can reach the Northwest College ADA Counselor at (713) 718-5708.

C. Miscellaneous 

1. Houston Community College (HCC) is an open-admission, public institution of higher education offering academic preparation, and lifelong learning opportunities that prepare individuals in our diverse communities for life and work in an increasingly international and technical society. The Northwest History Department will provide an environment conducive to learning and encourages academic excellence. Furthermore, the History faculty will encourage the development of the following competencies: Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, Critical Thinking, and Computer Literacy.

2. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 requires that institutions have policies and procedures that protect students’ rights with regard to sex/gender discrimination. Information regarding these rights are on the HCC website under Student-Anti-discrimination. Students who are pregnant and require accommodations should contact any of the ADA Counselors for assistance.  It is important that every student understands and conforms to respectful behavior while at HCC. Sexual misconduct is not condoned and will be addressed promptly. Know your rights and how to avoid these difficult situations. Log in to www.edurisksolutions.org. Sign in using your HCC student email account, then go to the button at the top right that says Login and enter your student number.

3. Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes that this may affect their performance in the course is urged to contact the Dean of Students for support. Furthermore, please notify the professor if you are not comfortable in doing so. This will enable Houston Community College to provide any resources the college may possess. 
4. Campus Carry: At HCC the safety of our students, staff, and faculty is our first priority. As of August 1, 2017, Houston Community College is subject to the Campus Carry Law (SB11 2015). For more information, visit the HCC Campus Carry web page at http://www.hccs.edu/district/departments/police/campus-carry/ 

5. NOTICE: Students who repeat a course for a third time or more now will face significant tuition and fee increases at HCC and other Texas public colleges and universities. At HCC, the tuition increases for “threepeaters” amounts to $150 for each 3-hour course and $200 for each 4-hour course ($50 per credit hour). Please ask your professor or counselor about opportunities for tutoring or other assistance before withdrawing from a course or if you are not receiving a passing grade.

6. NOTICE: New Houston Community College Course Withdrawal Policy: The Texas State Legislature recently passed legislation that imposes new penalties on students who drop courses excessively (see above). In 2007, the legislature passed a law limiting new students (those starting college in the Fall 2007) to no more than a total of six (6) course withdrawals throughout their academic career in obtaining a baccalaureate degree. Future penalties will be imposed on students who exceed this number.  To help students avoid having to drop/withdraw from any class, HCC has instituted an Early Alert process by which your professor will “alert” you and HCC Student Services of the chance that a student might fail a class because of excessive absences and/or poor academic performance. Please visit with your professor, an HCC counselor, or HCC Online Student Services to learn about what, if any, HCC interventions might be offered to assist you—tutoring, child care, financial aid, job placement, etc.—to stay in class and improve your academic performance. 

Effective immediately, students must visit with a faculty advisor, a counselor, or Online Student Services in order to obtain a signature prior to withdrawing from a course and this must be done before the official withdrawal date (September 12, 2018 by 4:30pm). Individual HCC faculty members are no longer permitted to assign students a “W” once the official withdrawal date has passed. Please Note: This rule does not only apply to this course, but all courses offered at HCC, including all campus-bound courses, Hybrid, and Distance Education courses.

7. “F” versus “FX”: Houston Community College now has two grade designations for course failure: the traditional “F,” and the new designation, “FX.” Students who complete the course but whose grade averages to a failing grade will receive the grade “F.” Students who stop attending the class and who are still enrolled in the course at the end of the semester will be receive the grade “FX.” If you are a veteran receiving benefits, if you are on financial aid, if you are here in the United States on a student visa and you receive a “FX,” an investigation will result that may lead to the loss of benefits, financial aid, and/or a student visa. Veterans and students who earn a “FX” and receive financial aid to offset the expense of going to college will be required to pay that money back. 

8. Students must use correct grammar and demonstrate historical knowledge in order to receive full credit for their research papers. For that reason students are strongly encouraged to submit a draft of their research paper to HCC’s “Ask Online” Service (http://www.hccs.askonline.net). Tutors knowledgeable in both grammar and history will review submitted work and highlight errors/problems. Please Note: Students whose work is submitted with grammatical and historical errors will have significant points deducted from their research paper grade.

9. Students must turn cell phones and smart phones to “silent” or “vibrate” mode before class begins. Texting is not allowed during class meetings. 

10. The use of laptop computers and/or tablets during class is not permitted unless the student has a documented disability that requires the use of a laptop computer. Students with such a disability must present documentation from the ADA counselor within the first week of the semester. Please Note: The one exception to this rule applies only to those students who purchase the Kindle versions of the required readings for this course. On the days students are required to bring the readings to class these students are permitted to bring to their Kindle or other device utilizing a Kindle app for use in class.
11. When communicating with the professor via email, students must use their HCC student email account. The professor will not accept or acknowledge any email correspondence that originates from any email account other than their HCC student account. 

12. Due to the alarming number of increasingly sophisticated computer viruses, always include some kind of title in the subject box on all emails. Any email sent that is identified with simply “No Subject” in the subject box will be deleted and unacknowledged by the professor. 

13. The use of tobacco products (i.e. chewing tobacco) is not permitted during class.

14. Please take care of personal business (i.e. trips to the restroom, drinks of water, etc.) before class begins or wait until class has been dismissed. 

15. Students who send an email to the professor after 2:00 pm on Thursday afternoons should not expect a reply before Monday morning.

Enough with the Nitty-Gritty… On to the good stuff! History is exciting, and I want this class to be fun! I am here to help. I welcome your questions, rough drafts, and insights. Please do not wait until you feel overwhelmed to seek assistance. We are in this together! 
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16 Week Calendar / Regular Start / Tentative Calendar

	DATES

	WEEK

	AGENDA / ASSIGNMENTS / READINGS

*Textbook readings should be completed by Monday at the start of class. 

**Selections from the eReader should be completed by Wednesday at the start of class.


	Aug 27, 29

	1 

	Introduction, Expectations, Review all Course Resources

Chapter 17. Business and Labor in the Industrial Era, 
1860–1900

NB: You do not need to read Ch 17. Instead, by Wednesday, you 
need to have listened to the Code Switch podcast episode, 
“Behind the Lies My Teacher Told Me”, available here: https://www.npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?storyId=638555068 


	Sept 5 (no class Sep 3)
	2 

	Chapter 18: The New South and the New West, 1865–1900 
+ 
The Literacy Test and the Poll Tax

+ 
Wovoka’s Message: The Promise of the Ghost Dance


	Sept 10, 12

	3

	Chapter 19. Political Stalemate and Rural Revolt, 1865–1900

+ 
A Populist Speaker Responds

+ 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (Excerpts)


	Sept 17, 19

	4

	Chapter 20. Seizing an American Empire, 1865–1913

+ 
Theodore Roosevelt’s Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine

+ 
Letter of Protest from Queen Liliuokalani

	Sept 24, 26

	5

	Chapter 21. The Progressive Era, 1890–1920 

+ 
The Treason of the Senate
+ 
The Galveston Hurricane

	Oct 

1, 3

	6

	Chapter 22. America and the Great War, 1914–1920

+ 
Revolution in Texas

+ 
The Fourteen Points

	Oct 

8, 10

	7

	Chapter 23. A Clash of Cultures, 1920–1929

Chapter 24. The Reactionary Twenties

+ 
Organizing 100% Women: Women in the Ku Klux Klan

	Oct 15, 17
	8

	Chapter 25. The Great Depression, 1929–1939

No eReader selections

DUE: RESEARCH ESSAY – Wednesday, October 17th


	Oct 
24, 26 

	9

	Chapter 26. The Second World War, 1933–1945

+
The Detroit Race Riot

+
The Zoot-Suit Riot


	Oct

29, 31

	10

	Chapter 27. The Cold War and the Fair Deal, 1945–1952

+ 
A Good Way to Pick a Fight
+ 
NSC-68


	Nov
5, 7

	11

	Chapter 28. Cold War America, 1950–1959

+ 
Letter from a Birmingham Jail

+
The Testimony of Fannie Lou Hamer


	Nov 

12, 14

	12

	Chapter 29. A New Frontier and a Great Society, 1960–1968

+ 
The Feminine Mystique: The Problem that Has No Name

+ 
SNCC Position Paper: Women in the Civil Rights Movement


	Nov 19

(no class 21)
	13
	Chapter 30. Rebellion and Reaction, the 1960s and 1970s

No eReader selections

	Nov 26, 28

	14

	Chapter 31. Conservative Revival, 1977–1990
Chapter 32. Twenty-First-Century America, 1993–Present

No eReader selections


	Dec 

3, 5
	15

	GROUP PRESENTATIONS in class


	Dec 
12

	16

	FINAL EXAM Date WEDNESDAY

DUE: FREEDOM STRUGGLES PROJECT

		This calendar may change; any updates will be posted in Eagle Online. You are responsible for obtaining and reading any updated course calendars.


	


