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Course Description:

This course investigates connections between individual human lives and a broad range of cultures, aesthetics, philosophies and works of imagination and thought. It is an interdisciplinary, multi-perspective survey where students will focus on the connections between their own lives and the lives of others in different times and places. The purpose is to understand the historical development of the individual, society and the need to create. Through personal art experimentation as well as inquiry into selected literature, philosophy, and works of visual and performing arts, students will engage in critical thinking, form aesthetic judgments, and develop an appreciation of the arts and humanities.  Students will respond to the works they study in a variety of ways including artworks, oral presentations, written assignments and journal responses.
HUMA 1301 is a core curriculum course: 
HUMA 1301 satisfies the Creative Arts requirement and the Component Area Option in the HCC Core Curriculum. Given the rapid evolution of necessary knowledge and skills and the need to take into account global, national, state, and local cultures, the core curriculum must ensure that students will develop the essential knowledge and skills they need to be successful in college, in a career, in their communities, and in life.  Through the Texas Core Curriculum, students will gain a foundation of knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world, develop principles of personal and social responsibility for living in a diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are essential for all learning.

Core Objectives:  

1. Critical Thinking Skills — to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information

2. Communication Skills — to include effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication

3. Personal Responsibility — to include the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-making

4. Teamwork — to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal 

5. Social Responsibility — to include the ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to ethical decision-making

Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

1. Demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities.

2. Articulate how these works express the values of the individual and society within an historical and social context.

3. Articulate an informed personal response and critically analyze works in the arts and humanities.

4. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the influence of literature, philosophy, and the arts on cultural experiences.

5. Demonstrate an awareness of the creative process and why humans create. 

Learning Objectives:

1. To gain confidence and freedom as a creator and a thinker through in-class practice.

2. To become  proficient at using the Humanities to make sense of life and historical events, as well as the self.
Text and Materials:

1. Access to a computer, printer and email all semester

2. Art and Self-Creation: The Roots of Creativity and Innovation by Lorena Fernandez Suggested link: 
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Self-Creation-Roots-Creativity-Innovation/dp/1541129385
3. Sketchbook 8.5x11i nch
4. Oil pastels color set, color makers or other drawing tools 
5. glue stick and clear tape 

6. scissors 
The Humanities allow humans to make sense and find meaning in life. 
Storytelling, art, literature, history, economics, music, philosophy, dance, theater and others help us answer two basic questions:  "What is the current situation?  AND  "Who am I in this situation?" These two most important questions are the prerequisites for individuals and for human organizations to shape their own existence. In this class we will actively engage in answering those questions for ourselves with the help of the rich legacy of the Humanities. 

We will examine the process of "making sense of a situation" with the help of a variety of artworks and the short stories listed in the schedule below. Feel free to read ahead.
Grading Components and Weights:

Grading  Scale:  900 – 1,000 = A, 800 - 899 = B, 700 - 799 = C, 600 - 699 = D, 0 - 599 = F.                  FX = For those that make an F and stop attending)   

1. Attendance & Participation 
200 Points

2. Sketchbook development
200 Points

3. Daily short writing 

200 Points

4. Creative Project

200 Points

5. Final exam


200 Points
_______________________________



        


1,000 Points
Classroom Attitude:

 How we treat others reflects how we feel about ourselves; therefore if we respect ourselves we respect others. I ask that you respect yourself in the class, because you and all humans deserve respect.  I expect courtesy and good manners from all individuals taking this class. I will ask disruptive individuals to leave class for the day, which means an absence for that day. 

Attendance and Withdrawal Policies:
Attendance is the MOST IMPORTANT part of this class. If you cannot prioritize your attendace, you should not take this class. HCC policy on attendance: “students may be dropped after missing more than 6 hours of class time.” Attendance will be taken every day at the beginning of class. 
Late or Missing Assignments:  

Follow directions and meet deadlines, not doing so will result in a loss of points. Point will be deducted from late assignments.   
Class Arrival/Departure:
Arrive on time; late arrivals are disruptive. Depart on time; early departures are disruptive and you will miss important information reserved for the end of class. Permission might be granted under special circumstances. There is no need to ask “permission” to use a restroom.

Scholastic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, Collusion: 
If you consult any sources, you must clearly distinguish between your words and theirs in all written assignments.  Students who plagiarize, collude, or cheat may face disciplinary actions that include a zero for the assignment, an F for the course, and/or further administrative action (see on-line student handbook). “Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion. Cheating on a test includes copying from another student’s paper; using, during a test, materials not authorized by the person giving the test; collaborating with another student during a test without authority; knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or in part the contents of an un-administered test; or bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered. ‘Plagiarism’ means the appropriation of another’s work and the unacknowledged incorporation of that work in one’s own written work for credit. ‘Collusion’ means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work offered for credit.”

Recording Devices: 

Official HCCS policy concerning recording devices: The use of recording devices, including camera phones and tape recorders, is prohibited in classrooms, laboratories, faculty offices, and other locations where instruction, tutoring, or  testing occurs. Students with disabilities who need to use a recording device should contact the Office for Students with Disabilities for information regarding accommodations.” 

Tutoring at HCC Writing Centers: 

The Houston Community College Writing Centers provide a student-centered environment where professional tutors support student success for all HCC students. The primary goal of the Writing Centers is to offer free, convenient, and personalized assistance to help students improve their writing at any stage of the writing process required in any courses at HCC. Tutors will also assist students with their job application letters, resumes, and scholarship/transfer essays. Each session lasts about thirty minutes. Students should bring their professor's assignment/writing prompt, any printed rough drafts, their textbooks, and (if necessary) a flash drive. Consult Find-A-Tutor at http://ctle3.hccs.edu/alltutoring/index.php?-link=stu for Writing Center locations and times. At HCC Writing Centers, each tutoring session becomes a learning experience.

Reasonable Accommodations:

Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the appropriate HCC Disability Support Service (DSS) Counselor at the beginning of each semester. Faculty members are authorized to provide only the accommodations requested by the Ability Support Services Office. 

For questions, contact the Disability Counselor at your college. Get more detailed information on Disability Services at HCC here: http://www.hccs.edu/district/students/disability-services/
Computer Labs and Library

Students have free access to the internet and word processing in open computer labs available at HCC campuses. Check on the door of the open computer lab for hours of operation. The library provides electronic resources including an online catalog system as well as numerous databases that contain full-text articles all available at https://library.hccs.edu. Additionally, many of the required texts are on reserve at the library. Find out library locations and hours here: http://library.hccs.edu/about_us/intersession_hours
Discrimination: 

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 requires that institutions have policies and procedures that protect students’ rights with regard to sex/gender discrimination. Any student who feels they have been discriminated against or harassed on the basis of race, sex, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, color or veteran status including sexual harassment, has the opportunity to seek informal or formal resolution of the matter. All complaints/concerns should be directed to the Office of Institutional Equity, 713 718-8271 or oie@hccs.edu. Additional information may be obtained online. Visit http://www.hccs.edu/district/departments/institutionalequity/ 

Complaints involving sexual misconduct to include but not limited to: sexual assault, stalking, dating violence, sexual harassment or domestic violence should be directed to the HCC Title IX Coordinator, Renée Mack at 713 718-8272 or renee.mack@hccs.edu. 

Firearms 

At HCC the safety of our students, staff, and faculty is our first priority. As of August 1, 2017, Houston Community College is subject to the Campus Carry Law (SB11 2015). For more information, visit the HCC Campus Carry web page at http://www.hccs.edu/district/departments/police/campus-carry/.”

Campus Safety: 

If you are on campus and need emergency assistance, call 713-718-8888 or, from any campus phone, 8-8888. Use this emergency number instead of 911, which gets routed back to the HCC Police Department dispatch thus lengthening response time to your emergency situation. 

Professor Evaluation: 
During a designated time near the end of the term, you will be asked to answer a short, anonymous online survey of questions related to instruction. The results of the survey will be made available to your professors and division chairs for continual improvement of instruction. Go to www.hccs.edu/egls3 for directions. NOTE: verification of a completed survey will automatically result in five extra-credit points. Everyone is eligible for this extra credit. 
HUMANITIES PROGRAM INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN
Supplemental Instructional Activities:
· Utilizing Canvas or the Learning Web to provide students with lecture notes, PowerPoints, or readings to review outside of class.

· Referring students to EduTube to view already existing videos or posting new instructional videos to supplement missed instruction.

· Providing the opportunity for students to view easily accessible movies, documentaries, or \ other videos to fold in some of the material that would otherwise be covered during class l time.

· Incorporating a museum visit that would provide comparable information offered in a class lecture.

· Making reading or lecture materials, and relevant visual or audio available for students to review in the library.

 Instructional Content:
· Recognize a variety of works in the arts and humanities - Faculty will provide students with access to selected literature, philosophy, and visual and performing arts from a variety of time periods and cultures. In doing so, faculty will introduce the artistic/philosophical form, author or creator, and historical context. Students will be asked to demonstrate their knowledge through simple identification in exams or through the various other projects/assignments created by faculty.

· Evaluate how those works express individual and human values within a historical and social context. - Faculty will assign oral presentations, formal essays, exams, informal  journal entries, or discussions in which students will analyze how the arts and humanities reflect, critique, or provide commentary on a particular time period, idea, theme, or emotion.

· Develop an informed subjective response to works in the arts and humanities. - Through discussion or written assignment, students will assess the aesthetic value of a particular work based on their own tastes, connection to the piece, and perceived importance to understanding human experiences or thought.

· Critique works in the arts and humanities using systematic methods. - Faculty will create exams or assign projects, presentations, or written work in which students are given a guideline of how they should respond to various works of literature, philosophy, and visual and performing arts.
This syllabus is tentative and may be adjusted at the discretion of the instructor.
	Week
	Date
	Lectures Topic, Assignment, Quiz



	1
	Tuesday Jan. 16
	No class 

	
	Thursday Jan. 18
	Class introduction: What are The Humanities? 
Who is here? what will we do? Guidelines and Syllabus.

In class activity: Connecting imgination, music, art, text.

	2
	Tuesday Jan. 23
	The Arts, the Humanities and the Shadow according to Carl Jung

In Class activity: Collage (likes/dislikes)  text 

	
	Thursday Jan. 25
	What is Literature for? 

Begining of Your Personal Narrative
Collage: I like, I feel
Reading: Introduction Pg 8-22 & 57-64

	3
	Tuesday Jan. 30
	The Humanities as a Study of Values
Activity: Abstract art, Personal Narrative personal values.
Reading:

	
	Thursday Feb. 1
	The Humanities as a Study of Values

Professional Values.  Personal Narrative. Group activity.
Reading: 

	4
	Tuesday Feb. 6
	Values in Architecture 
Activity: My ideal environment (Personal Narrative)
Reading: 

	
	Thursday

Feb. 8
	Values in Sculpture
Activity: (Personal Narrative) How I walk the Earth vs want to. Image/shape
Reading: 

	5
	Tuesday Feb. 13
	Humanities, the Inner Critic and Inner Supporter (Social Pressure)
Activity: Drawing and text
Reading: chap 2. Other People  

	
	Thursday Feb. 15
	Social Pressure in life and fiction

Reading: Shooting an Elephant | George Orwell - http://orwell.ru/library/articles/elephant/english/e_eleph
Reflection writing


	6
	Tuesday Feb. 20
	Humanities and Documentary Film (Social Pressure)
Watch YouTube: Jean Michel Basquiat The Radiant Child

Activity: Writing: Self expression, right environment, courage, risk taking, charisma, the human search for love and approval from parents/society.

	
	Thursday Feb. 22
	Power and Influence in life and fiction

Reading: The Revolt of “Mother.” Mary E. Wilkins - http://wilkinsfreeman.info/Short/RevoltOfMotherNEN.htm
Reflection writing 

	7
	Tuesday Feb. 27
	 Humanities and 5 Professional Areas of Tension (Social Pressure)

Activity: Group brainstorm on how to ease the pressure

Ex: politics, hours, education, press, access, speculation, reputation.

	
	Thursday Mar. 1
	What is History for? What is fiction for?

Activity: Lifeline 0-100

Introduction to and beginning of  Your Creative Project 

	8
	Tuesday Mar. 6
	 Humanities, Self Awareness, Other People Awareness (videos)
Activity: Support Systems Drawing ? Text
Reflection Writing

	
	Thursday Mar. 8
	What is fiction for?
Activity: Drawing envisioning springbreak 

Reflection text

	9
	Tuesday Mar. 13
	SPRING BREAK

	
	Thursday Mar. 15
	SPRING BREAK

	10
	Tuesday Mar. 20
	Humanities and Communication

Activity: Nonverbal Conversation

Discussion & Reflection Writing

	
	Thursday Mar. 22
	Humanities and The Power of Music (Video)

Activity: Music Room
Reflection writing

	11
	Tuesday Mar. 27
	Virtual Reality Discussion
(This date might be moved at the convenience of the Virtual Reality Lab)
Activity: Cyborg (Expanding our human capacities)

	
	Thursday Mar. 29
	Virtual Reality Lab Visit (This date might be moved at the convenience of the Virtual Reality Lab)
Reflection Writing

	12
	Tuesday Apr. 3
	Humanities and Documentary Film (Social Pressure)
Watch Hannah Arendt Film. Think about the Banality of Evil 
Activity: Writing: Does the human have a duty to think? How can generally good people commit evil acts? 

	
	Thursday Apr. 5
	Humanities and Cultural Differences
Identity: Individualism Vs. Collectivism
Achievement: Cooperation vs. Competitiveness
Activity: Drawing & Text

	13
	Tuesday Apr. 10
	Humanities and Cutural Differences
Risk: Low vs. High Uncertainty Avoidance
Authority: Low vs. High Power Distance

	
	Thursday Apr. 12
	Humanities and Cultural Differences 
Time: Puctuality vs. Relationships

Rules: Particularism vs. Universalism
Activity: Drawing & Text

	14
	Tuesday Apr. 17
	Humanities and Cultural Differences 
Social Norms: Tight vs. Loose
Lifestyle: Being vs. Doing

Activity: Drawing & Text

	
	Thursday Apr. 19
	Humanities and Cultural Differences 
Communication: Direct vs. Indirect
Expressiveness: Neutral vs. Affective
Activity: Drawing & Text

	15
	Tuesday Apr. 24
	Creative Project Presentation

	
	Thursday Apr. 26
	Creative Project Presentation

	16
	Tuesday May. 1
	Creative Project Presentation

	
	Thursday May. 3
	Creative Project Presentation

	17
	Tuesday May. 8
	Creative Project Presentation

	
	Thursday May 10
	Final Exam
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