Houston Community College - Southwest
English 1302 Course Syllabus
Fall 2010 16-Week Session CRN #55070
Instructor:  Professor Landers

Office Hours:  before and immediately after class   
Class Hours:  8:00am – 9:30am    
Email Address:  matthew.landers@hccs.edu (Use proper punctuation, correct sentences, and professionalism when emailing the instructor)
Learning Web page:  http://learning.swc.hccs.edu/members/matthew.landers
Texts and Materials You Will Need:  
Schilb & Clifford, eds. Making Literature Matter: An Anthology for Readers and


Writers, 4th edition, 2006.

1 Notebook, Highlighter, Pens/Pencils, Folder, Paper 
Grading Percentages:
10% Reading Notebook

10% Quizzes 

10% Major Essay #1:  Nonfiction/Argumentative (750 word min.)

15% Major Essay #2:  Poetry/Critical Analysis (525 word min.)


20% Major Essay #3:  Short Fiction/Critical Analysis (750 word min.) 


25% Major Essay #4:  Drama/Critical Analysis (1000 word min.)      


10% Final 525 word In-class essay

Grading Scale/Criteria:  A 90-100, B 80-89, C 70-79, D 60-69, F below 60
All assignments must be turned in and accepted in order to potentially pass English 1302.  The assignments can be found on the professor’s Learning Web page.  In class work should be written in a dark pen or pencil on college-ruled 8 1/2 x 11 inch paper, one side only. Out of class work must conform to MLA standards for formatting and citation and be in Times New Roman 12-point font.  No late work accepted!!! This policy applies to all assignments!!!  If a student chooses not to appear in class, any work due for that day must be emailed by the start of class time.  Also, any missed work cannot be submitted at a later date, re-submitted, or made up in any way.
There will be no extra credit assignments given.  You receive the grade you’ve earned.   All due dates for the assignments can be found on the course calendar.  Absence is not an acceptable excuse for failure to turn in work.  Only emergencies will be left up to the instructor’s discretion.
Assignments:

Reading Notebook must contain an entry for each reading assignment and be 300 words in length, corresponding to the reading assignments from Making Literature Matter and the guidelines posted on the professor’s Learning Web page.  The notebook will be checked periodically throughout the course for completion.
Quizzes are given at the beginning of class on the large display screen.  If you arrive after the quiz has been removed from the screen and/or if you are absent, you are not allowed to make-up the quiz.
Essay #1 is a thesis-driven argumentative essay responding to a prompt posted on the professor’s Learning Web page.  It must be 750 words in length.

Essay #2 is a thesis-driven critical analysis essay responding to a prompt posted on the professor’s Learning Web page.  It must be 525 words in length.
Essay #3 is a thesis-driven critical analysis responding to a prompt posted on the professor’s Learning Web page.  It must be 750 words in length.

Essay #4 is a thesis-driven critical analysis essay responding to a prompt posted on the professor’s Learning Web page.  It must be 1000 words in length.

Academic Honesty:
According to the Student Handbook for the Houston Community College System, scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion.

1. Cheating on a test includes:

· Copying from another student’s test paper and using materials not authorized by the person giving the test.

· Collaborating with another student during a test without authority.

· Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or part the contents of an unadministered test.

· Bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered.

2. Plagiarism means the appropriation of another’s words or ideas and the unacknowledged incorporation of that work in one’s own written work offered for credit.

3. Collusion means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work offered for credit.
Possible punishments for scholastic dishonesty may include a grade of 0 or F for the particular assignment, failure in the course, and/or recommendation for probation or dismissal from the College System.  Students are responsible for complying with the concepts of scholastic honesty.  If you have any questions concerning this issue or any major assignment for this course, please contact me.  In this class, you will complete your own, original work.  The consequence of dishonesty is a zero (0) for the assignment.  If there are two instances of academic dishonesty, the consequence will result in a 0 for the course.  This policy will be STRICTLY enforced.  ALL source material (material outside of your own knowledge) MUST be documented in compliance with MLA guidelines in all drafts of all assignments submitted to the instructor.  This includes Wikipedia and related websites.  You will not be provided an opportunity to resubmit the work.  
Attendance:  Attendance is necessary for success in the course and required of all students.  HCCS class policy states a student who is absent more than 6 hours of class may be administratively dropped.  Three tardies will constitute as 1 hour of absence.  You are allowed a 5 minute grace period at the start of class (If class starts at 8:00am, you have until 8:05am to be in class).  This tardy policy does not apply to the final exam day but if you are late, you will not receive the maximum time to complete the final exam.  Students who intend to withdraw from a course must do so by the official last day to drop.  Upon withdrawal from the class, you will receive a “W” for the course grade.  The State of Texas has begun to impose penalties on students who drop courses excessively. For example, if you repeat the same course more than twice, you have to pay extra tuition. Beginning in the Fall of 2007, the Texas Legislature passed a law limiting first time entering students to no more than six total course withdrawals throughout their academic career in obtaining a certificate or baccalaureate degree. There may be future penalties imposed.  If you do not withdraw before the deadline, you will receive the grade that you are making as the final grade.  Please contact HCC if you require any assistance such as tutoring, child care, or financial aid to stay in class and improve class performance.

Severe Weather:  During severe weather conditions, monitor major local channels for updates on school closings. You can also check for closing information at the HCC home page. (That’s what I will be doing if the weather is particularly bad.)
Mission Statement of the English Department
The purpose of the English Department is to provide courses that transfer to four-year colleges; introduce students to literature from diverse traditions; prepare students to write clear, communicative, well-organized, and detailed prose; and develop students’ reading, writing, and analytical skills.
English 1302 Course Description

English 1302 is a more extensive study of the skills introduced in English 1301 with an emphasis on critical thinking, research and documentation techniques, and literary and rhetorical analysis. English 1302 is a core curriculum course.

Educational Competencies In HCCS Core Curriculum

Reading: Reading material at the college level means having the ability to analyze and interpret a variety of printed materials--books, articles, and documents.

Writing: Writing at the college level means having the ability to produce clear, correct, and coherent prose adapted to purpose, occasion, and audience. In addition to knowing correct grammar, spelling and punctuation, students should also become familiar with the writing process, including how to discover a topic, how to develop and organize it, and how to phrase it effectively for their audience. These abilities are acquired through practice and reflection.

Speaking: Effective speaking is the ability to communicate orally in clear, coherent, and persuasive language appropriate to purpose, occasion, and audience.

Listening: Listening at the college level means the ability to analyze and interpret various forms of spoken communication.

Critical Thinking: Critical thinking embraces methods for applying both qualitative and quantitative skills analytically and creatively to subject matter in order to construct alternative strategies. Problem solving is one of the applications of critical thinking used to address an identified task.

Computer Literacy: Computer literacy at the college level means having the ability to use computer-based technology in communicating, solving problems, and acquiring information. Core-educated students should have an understanding of the limits, problems, and possibilities associated with the use of technology and should have the tools necessary to evaluate and learn new technologies as they become available.

Exemplary Educational Objectives

By the time they have completed English 1302, students will

•
demonstrate the ability to use consistently and effectively the writing process for both in-class and out-of-class essays (thus reinforcing English 1301 instruction); 

•
understand and apply the basic principles of critical thinking—evaluation, analysis, and synthesis— as they write essays that persuade or argue;  

•
be able to analyze, in writing, readings by professional and student writers (for such elements as purpose, audience tone, style, writing strategy, and for much deeper meanings);

•
be able to develop a critical and creative essay in response to an issue related to reading(s) or other class projects;

•
demonstrate the ability to resist simplistic formulations, whether in their own or others’ texts;
•
understand the characteristics of imaginative texts and write effective analyses of various genres;  

•
be able to acknowledge, as appropriate, their own history, interests, and biases as they discuss a topic, thus placing themselves credibly in the discussion;

•
develop the ability to research and write a documented paper;

•
make effective stylistic choices (diction, tone, sentence structure) in all writing assignments, depending upon the audience and purpose of a piece of writing;

•
apply suggestions, as appropriate, from evaluated compositions to other writing tasks; and

• fulfill the writing requirements of the course, writing at least 6000 words during the semester.

Lab Conduct/Rules:
*Do Not log into the computers until permitted by the instructor
*No cell phones – cell phones should be turned off prior to entering class and are not allowed in sight – please place them in bags or pockets.

*No Bluetooth devices in ears allowed during class.

*No MP3 players or other music devices with earphones allowed during class.

*No laptops open during class.

*No palm pilots

*No food or drinks

*No unauthorized chatting

*No students allowed in the room without instructor

*No students allowed to print personal information or download vast amounts of data (Students are only allowed to print class assignments per the instructor’s directions)

*No viewing of pornography

*No hacking attempts or trying to access hacking sites

*No downloading of AOL.com

Please note -- the above rules are maintained to enhance the lab experience for all HCCS students. All computer lab activities will be monitored carefully by the instructor and HCCS IT personnel.
Special Arrangements:  Any student with a documented disability (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the Disability Services Office at the Southwest College at the beginning of each semester. Professors are authorized to provide only the accommodations requested by the Disability Support Services Office. Contact Dr. Becky Hauri at 713-780-7909.
Library (Learning Resource Center)

The Southwest College has a Learning Resource Center at each campus for student use. The library provides electronic resources including a computerized catalog system as well as numerous databases that contain full-text articles. Stop by your campus library to find out hours of operation. All students should obtain and/or update an HCCS Library Card (this is your student picture id card).   http://library.hccs.edu/
Course Calendar (subject to change):
Week 1 (Week of 8/31)
Tuesday – Introduction to 1302/review Syllabus/Course Objectives, Policies
Diagnostic Essay to be written in-class (Homework:  purchase textbook,
read Making Literature Matter/MLM introduction) 
Thursday – discussion of writing process/thesis and topic sentences, and



paragraphs, discussion of MLA style, assignment guidelines (Homework:


read WP “Aria” complete reading notebook entry)   
Week 2 (Week of 9/7)
Tuesday – introduce Essay #1, discussion over MLM reading & reading
arguments, in-class writing (Homework:  review “Aria”)
Thursday – quiz, finish discussion over “Aria” & discussion of writing arguments


(Homework:  read “Letter from Birmingham Jail” complete reading


notebook entry, complete outline for Essay #1)       
Week 3 (Week of 9/14)
Tuesday – discussion over “Letter” (Homework:  begin research for Essay #1,


study OWL for using sources & works cited information)  
Thursday – quiz, discussion of using research/sources, works cited information


for Essay #1 (Homework:  complete rough draft of Essay #1 for peer


workshop)
Week 4 (Week of 9/21)
Tuesday – peer workshop for Essay #1 (Homework:  complete final draft of


Essay #1, study poetry chapter in MLM)

Thursday – Final draft of Essay #1 due!!! Discussion of critical analysis &



introduce Essay #2 (Homework:  read MLM “Dover Beach,”



“somewhere I have never travelled” and “Wild Nights, wild nights,”


complete reading notebook entries)
Week 5 (Week of 9/28)

Tuesday – discussion of readings, in-class writing (Homework:  read MLM


“Dear John Wayne,” “Today was a Bad…” and “Pigeons,” complete


reading notebook entries)
Thursday – discussion of readings, in-class writing (Homework:  read MLM


“Acquainted…” “Death Be Not…” and “Do Not Go…” complete



reading notebook entries)
Week 6 (Week of 10/5)
Tuesday – discussion of readings, in-class writing (Homework:  complete rough


draft of Essay #2 for peer workshop)
Thursday – peer workshop for Essay #2 (Homework:  complete final draft of


Essay #2, study short fiction chapter in MLM) 
Week 7 (Week of 10/12)

Tuesday – Final draft of Essay #2 due!!! Discussion of short fiction & introduce


Essay #3 (Homework:  read MLM “The Swimmer,” complete reading


notebook entry)

Thursday – quiz, discussion of reading (Homework:  read MLM all three of


Poe’s stories, complete reading notebook entries)
Week 8 (Week of 10/19)

Tuesday – quiz, discussion of readings, in-class writing (Homework:  read


MLM “Guests of the Nation” and “Another Way to…” complete


reading notebook entries)

Thursday – quiz, discussion of readings, in-class writing (Homework:  read


MLM “The Ones Who Walk…” and “Harrison Bergeron” complete


reading notebook entries)
Week 9 (Week of 10/26)

Tuesday – quiz, discussion of readings (Homework:  read MLM “Sonny’s


Blues” complete reading notebook entry)
Thursday – quiz, discussion of reading (Homework:  complete rough draft of


Essay #3 for peer workshop)
Week 10 (Week of 11/2)

Tuesday – peer workshop for Essay #3 (Homework:  complete final draft of


Essay #3, study drama chapter in MLM)

Thursday – Final draft of Essay #3 due!!! Discussion of drama/critical analysis &


introduce Essay #4 (Homework:  read MLM “Othello” Act I, complete


reading notebook entry)
Week 11 (Week of 11/9)


Tuesday – quiz, discussion of reading (Homework:  read MLM “Othello” Act


II, complete reading notebook entry)

Thursday – quiz, discussion of reading (Homework:  read MLM “Othello” Act


III, complete reading notebook entry)
Week 12 (Week of 11/16)


Tuesday – quiz, discussion of reading (Homework:  read MLM “Othello” Act


IV, complete reading notebook entry)

Thursday – quiz, discussion of reading (Homework:  read MLM “Othello” Act


V, complete reading notebook entry)
Week 13 (Week of 11/23)


Tuesday – quiz, discussion of reading (Homework:  read MLM “Antigone,”


complete reading notebook entry, begin working on Essay #4)

Thursday – Thanksgiving Holiday!!! No Class!!!
Week 14 (Week of 11/30)


Tuesday – quiz, discussion of reading (Homework:  complete rough draft of


Essay #4 for peer workshop)

Thursday – peer workshop for Essay #4 (Homework:  complete final draft of


Essay #4)
Week 15 (Week of 12/7)
Tuesday – Final draft Essay #4 due!!! Preparation for final exam
Thursday – Final Exam!!! Same classroom, same time!!!
