Houston Community College District

Central Campus
World Dance- DANC 1305

Credit Hours- Three

Instructor: Megan “Maggie” Lasher          

E-mail: megan.lasher@hccs.edu
Office Hours: By Appointment


Telephone: 713-718-6600
CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION

DANC 1305 World Dance I. This course is designed to introduce students to the cultural presentational dances of three major civilizations of the world. The course includes basic rhythm awareness, body technique and development. The cultural origin, significance, motivation, and the use of costume and music will be explored in lecture and research with the use of audio-visual examples and live performances. Instruction will include experiential and written assignments, and students will be expected to participate in an end-of-semester concert. 3 credits. This course has no prerequisite and may be taken out of sequence. (2 lecture/2 lab)
Course Overview: This course will introduce students to the study of dance cultures from around the world. Students will develop movement analysis and critical response skills, as well as sensitivity and awareness of culturally diverse dance perspectives. Through studying world dance students will broaden their understanding and appreciation of diverse cultural practices.

Course Description: Through selected readings, critical viewing of dance videos, movement activities, and in-class discussions, students will become familiar with various theoretical approaches to multicultural dance education as a way to learn about diverse viewpoints and world cultures.

Course Objectives: 

· Students will increase their knowledge of the culture and history of the global regions associated with a variety of dance forms.

· Students will be able to recognize the rhythms, music, costumes, and movements associated with each of these regions.

· Students will be familiar with stories and oral history associated with each of these regions.

· Students will broaden their movement vocabulary and learn how to write about, perform, and discuss dance.

· Students will learn how to appreciate dance from a multicultural perspective.

Core Curriculum: The basic intellectual competencies for core courses include reading, writing, speaking, listening, critical thinking and computer literacy. This course meets these requirements.
Global Studies Program: The Global Studies Certificate is a 15 semester hour academic certificate designed to aid students in understanding the complex interrelationships between nations and their inhabitants. The program utilizes a cross-disciplinary approach, encouraging students to embrace global issues from multiple perspectives. This certificate will provide a unifying framework to help students to contribute to our increasingly interconnected world as responsible global citizens. It establishes a unique foundation for the pursuit of varied majors and careers, from liberal arts and social sciences to international business. World Dance has been included as a Core Curriculum course of the Global Studies program. World Dance (DANCE 1381 and 1382) will expand the students understanding of the cultural implications of dance in different societies. For more information regarding the Global Studies Certificate, please make an appointment with your academic counselor.

Required Work:

Readings- Various readings will be assigned throughout the semester. These readings will either be handed out in class or posted online. After each assigned reading students will take a simple quiz to ensure they are staying current with the material.

Guest Artists- A variety of guest artists will be brought in throughout the semester. Students are expected to be present at these presentations and participate fully. Participation grades will be assigned after each guest artist.

Video Texts- Excerpts from a wide variety of videos will be shown in class. Many discussions and/or assignments will be based on these videos.

Projects- Students will be assigned a variety of projects throughout the semester. Projects will be presented in both solo and group formats.

Written Assignments- Throughout the semester students will submit a variety of written assignments. Assignments will include creative and critical response essays pertaining to readings, discussions, and videos.

Final- The final for this course involves performing in a World Dance concert on December 3 & 4 at 7:30. Students will be expected to arrive at the theater at 6:00 pm on those two days. If you have a conflict with the performance you must notify the instructor before September 25 and an alternative final will be assigned. 

Grading:

Discussions, Participation, and Attendance- 35%

Quizzes and Written Assignments- 30%

Final Concert Projects and Performance- 35%

Students are expected to:

· keep and open mind and be accepting of different viewpoints

· turn all assignments in on time unless alternate arrangements have been made with the instructor

· keep up with the assigned readings

· adhere to college guidelines regarding academic dishonesty

· substantially participate in all discussions and submit thoughtful, quality responses 

Attendance:

This class involves substantial participation and discussion. Students also spend class time watching dances and viewing dance images and receiving specially designed lectures on particular world dance forms. These discussions, lectures, and viewings cannot be made up. Due to this, your participation grade is partially comprised of your attendance. Once you miss more than four classes your participation grade will be compromised and lowered.

Students are also expected to come to class on time. If a student is more than five minutes tardy on four occasions, those tardies count as an absence.

If a student encounters an emergency involving substantial absences they must talk to the

instructor either before or during the prolonged absence. The instructor reserves the right to 

evaluate these situations on a case by case basis and may or may not be able to work out an 

alternative to attending class. If a student approaches the instructor after a prolonged absence, no

absences can be made up.

Five extra credit points will be given for perfect attendance.

Attire:

Students are required to wear comfortable clothing that will allow them full range of movement. Generally shoes are not required.

Withdrawal Policy:

It is the responsibility of the student to officially drop or withdraw from a course.  Failure to officially withdraw may result in the student receiving a Grade of “F” in the course.  Check the college’s ‘Schedule of Classes’ book for the correct procedures to drop a class.  Professors may also withdraw a student from class due to excessive tardiness, absences or poor academic performance.  At 3 absences I will notify your counselor. At 5 absences you will be dropped from class unless you have spoken or contacted me and arrangements have been made to makeup the missed classes or class work.
General Information:
1. Written work will not be accepted after two late classes. There will be a 5 point deduction for each late day.

2. It is against college policy to bring children to class. This policy will be strictly enforced by the Dance Department.

3. Guests and observers tend to be a distraction to the class. Please obtain permission before bringing a guest to class.

4. Students who require reasonable accommodation for disabilities are encouraged to report to Room 102 SJAC, or call 713-718-6164 to make necessary arrangements. Faculty are only authorized to provide accommodations requested by the Disability Support Services Office.

5. The Fine Arts Department at Central College strongly recommends that all HCCS students carry some form of medical insurance to cover illness and injury, both on and off campus. Information regarding low-cost health insurance for students is available in the Fine Arts office. Under Texas state statute, HCCS is immune to liability in the event of accident or injury.

6. Houston Community College defines “scholastic dishonesty” as: cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion. Penalties for academic dishonesty at HCCS include, but are not limited to, “0” on the test or assignment in question, “W” in the course, or “F” in the course.

7. Academic advisement concerning specific Fine Arts courses and degree plans for dance is available to Central College students during the academic semesters. Please sign up in the Fine Arts office, FAC 101, to speak to a full time instructor in your area of interest.

HCC Calendar: Fall 2010

	Classes begin
	Aug. 30

	Last Day for Drop/Add
	Aug.31

	Holidays and Breaks
	Sept. 6, Nov. 25-28, Dec. 20-31

	Last day to file for graduation
	Oct. 15

	Last day to drop classes with a grade of W
	Nov. 18

	Instruction ends
	Dec. 12

	Final examination
	Dec. 13-19


