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HUMA 1301: Introduction to Humanities | Lecture | CRN#
Fall 2019 | Course length (August 26 to December 15) 
Online | Location and room | Days and time
3 Credit Hours | 48 hours per semester


Instructor Contact Information


[bookmark: _Hlk17631734]Instructor: 	Meghan Roddy, J.D.			Office Phone: use email
Office:	By appointment at WHI			Office Hours: By Appointment	
HCC Email:	Meghan.roddy@hccs.edu			Office Location: West Houston Institute


Instructor’s Preferred Method of Contact

[bookmark: _Hlk17631757]Please feel free to contact me concerning any problems that you are experiencing in this course.  Your performance in my class is very important to me.  I am available to hear your concerns and to discuss course topics. The best way to communicate with me is through the Canvas Messaging System. 

You may also email me, but response time is faster through Canvas. I usually respond to all communications sent within two business days, many times on the same day. Emails sent after 5 p.m. are treated as though received the next morning for the purposes of calculating time. I typically, though, check my email often and respond frequently -- and if you catch me online -- usually right away! I rarely check my messages on the weekends, so be sure to ask your questions by Thursday to ensure a timely response.


What’s Exciting About This Course

This is a course in learning about the interdisciplinary connectedness of the human world. Yikes! That’s a mouthful! What it really means is that you will be studying and learning about what makes our human culture. This is an online course, which means that all your instruction will be delivered through Canvas/Eagle Online. 


My Personal Welcome

This is my favorite class to teach. Humanities: a cross section of all things that shape our culture and our communities – from the big parts to the little parts. They all fit and work together, sometimes beautifully, sometimes with friction.  We will look into all of it. 




Prerequisites and/or Co-Requisites

Must be placed into college-level reading and college-level writing. 


Canvas Learning Management System

[bookmark: _Hlk17631875]This section of HUMA 1301 will use Eagle Online Canvas and / or the Learning Web to supplement in-class assignments, exams, and activities.  

· You must have convenient daily access to a reliable computer with strong internet connection for this class. Do not attempt this class if you do not have this computer access. You may use any computer with Internet access.  Current virus protection is required.  
This class is not recommended for computer novices.

· Of course, as a student you may use a computer in the open computer lab of any campus when a computer is available. You may also use a public computer at a library or an Internet café.  You may use a computer belonging to a friend or an employer (check with IT personnel about firewalls).  

WARNING: Technical problems do happen. However, technical problems with your computer hardware, software, login capabilities or internet connection do not remove your obligation to meet deadlines. Therefore, never wait until just before a deadline to prepare and submit assignments. 

· College issued email account – All communications to you about this course will be sent through the school account which is automatically placed in Canvas. You must use this student email account to contact me. I will not open emails from unidentified senders (i.e. glitzglam23@hotmail). Messages should have the following requirements:

· They must come from your HCCS account.
· You must have a signature that includes your first and last name
· Subject line should contain the name & section of the course you are enrolled in
· Emails should contain my responses in them.
 
· It is recommended that you use FIREFOX or CHROME as your browser. 

HCC Online Information and Policies 
http://www.hccs.edu/online/ 


Instructional Materials


[bookmark: _Hlk17631973]Course Requirements

· You do not need a textbook for this course. All of our resources will be online in Canvas.

· A positive and open attitude to challenging your writing habits.

· College Library card/ID



Other Instructional Resources


· Purdue Online Writing Lab This is an excellent writing resource for ANY college student, regardless of your major. 

· Proficient grammar: Writing is about effectively communicating. The burden of effective communication is on the writer, not the reader. Effective communication occurs when language is used in a clear manner. This means: grammar. This is not a course in basic grammar. It is expected that you come into this course able to write complete sentences using correct grammar and mechanics.  Persistent deficiencies in basic grammar and/or mechanics will have a major impact on your final course grade Most grammatical issues can be fixed by simply printing your work and then reading it out loud!


Tutoring
HCC provides free, confidential, and convenient academic support, including writing critiques, to HCC students in an online environment and on campus.  Tutoring is provided by HCC personnel in order to ensure that it is contextual and appropriate.  Visit the HCC Tutoring Services website for services provided.

Libraries
The HCC Library System consists of 9 libraries and 6 Electronic Resource Centers (ERCs) that are inviting places to study and collaborate on projects.  Librarians are available both at the libraries and online to show you how to locate and use the resources you need.  The libraries maintain a large selection of electronic resources as well as collections of books, magazines, newspapers, and audiovisual materials.  The portal to all libraries’ resources and services is the HCCS library web page at http://library.hccs.edu.
 
Supplementary Instruction
Supplemental Instruction is an academic enrichment and support program that uses peer-assisted study sessions to improve student retention and success in historically difficult courses.  Peer Support is provided by students who have already succeeded in completion of the specified course, and who earned a grade of A or B.  Find details at http://www.hccs.edu/resources-for/current-students/supplemental-instruction/.





Course Overview


This stand-alone course is an interdisciplinary survey of cultures focusing on the philosophical and aesthetic factors in human values with an emphasis on the historical development of the individual and society and the need to create.

Core Curriculum Objectives (CCOs)

HUMA 1301 satisfies the Creative Arts or Component Area Option of the HCC core. THECB established the following objectives: 
· Critical Thinking: Students will demonstrate the ability to engage in inquiry and analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information, and creative thinking.
· Communication Skills: Students will demonstrate effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral, and visual communication.
· Team Work: Students will demonstrate the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal.
· Social Responsibility: Students will demonstrate cultural self-awareness, intercultural competency, civil knowledge, and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities.

Program Student Learning Outcomes (PSLOs)

Can be found at: 
https://www.hccs.edu/programs/areas-of-study/liberal-arts-humanities--education/humanitiesinterdisciplinary-studies/

Course Student Learning Outcomes (CSLOs)

Can be found at: https://learning.hccs.edu/programs/humanities/course-student-learning-outcomes-and-learning-objectives/huma-1301

Student Success


As with any three-hour course, expect to spend at least six hours per week outside of class reading and studying the material.  I will provide assignments to help you use those six hours per week wisely.  Additional time will be required for written assignments.  Successful completion of this course requires a combination of reading the textbook, attending class, completing assignments in Eagle Online, and participating in class discussions.  There is no short cut for success in this course; it requires reading (and probably re-reading) and studying the material using the course objectives as your guide.

Instructor and Student Responsibilities


As your Instructor, it is my responsibility to:
· Provide the grading scale and detailed grading formula explaining how student grades are to be derived
· Facilitate an effective learning environment through learner-centered instructional techniques
· Provide a description of any special projects or assignments
· Inform students of policies such as attendance, withdrawal, tardiness, and making up assignments
· Provide the course outline and class calendar that will include a description of any special projects or assignments
· Arrange to meet with individual students before and after class as required

As a student, it is your responsibility to:
· Attend class in person and/or online
· Participate actively by reviewing course material, interacting with classmates, and responding promptly in your communication with me
· Read and comprehend the textbook
· Complete the required assignments and exams
· Ask for help when there is a question or problem
· Keep copies of all paperwork, including this syllabus, handouts, and all assignments
· Attain a raw score of at least 50% on the departmental final exam
· Be aware of and comply with academic honesty policies in the HCCS Student Handbook 

[bookmark: _Hlk17632020]Important College Dates:
There are lots of important dates you should mark on your calendar, but these are two may have a financial and/or grade impact on you!
· Day of Record/Census Date: September 9 (students without physical or electronic attendance are automatically dropped. This action cannot be undone). 

*** For this course, if you have not completed the Start Here Module and at least one of the course assignments, you are considered absent for the Census Date and may be dropped for non-attendance. You must complete at least one of the assignments inside one of the Learning Modules prior to September 9***

· Last Day to WITHDRAW: November 1



Assignments, Exams, and Activities


Written Assignments and Course Activities

· [bookmark: _Hlk17632318]Start Here/Syllabus Quiz: you will need to complete the Start Here Module in Canvas and take the quiz at the end. When you have passed this quiz with a 30/30 and completed the Start Here Module assignments for full credit, the rest of the class will open for you. You are welcome to move through the class at your own pace; however, this is not a self-paced class. You must complete work by the deadline. 

· Discussion boards are assigned. You will be expected to write a topic sentence (also known as a thesis) and then explain your position. Posts should contain two paragraphs, about 150-200 words each and should use the readings (when applicable) to support your position. You must respond to at least two other student’s post. Responses should be more than just “I agree.” Responses that simply reiterate or restate the initial poster’s thoughts will not receive credit. Responses also require proper formatting. Therefore, students are expected to:

· Use proper capitalization and use of other composition mechanics. 
· Not type in all caps.
· Include an appropriate subject field for all postings and emails.
· Avoid colored text and backgrounds.
· Check for grammar and spelling in all communication. 
· Spelling and grammar mistakes will cause you to lose points on assignments, including discussion posts.

· Contact with other students: The discussion board is designed to promote discussion between you and your peers. In addition to the HCCS Code of Conduct, all students will also show consideration for classmates and treat all individuals with respect. This includes respecting your classmates by posting and responding in a timely manner.

· You will use a variety of mediums to submit your work: word, power points, videos, mp4s, electronic presentations, Adobe Spark, One Button studio and more. 

· Research and Writing: In this class, some of the assignments are research based. More information will be provided in Canvas. All written work is submitted through Canvas’ Turn It In program. These will vary in length and will be research based using library sources.

NOTE: You are not allowed to use open web sources in this class for ANY assignment. All your sources must be appropriate academic sources –from the library and its databases.’

You are also not allowed to use direct quotes in this class. 
You will be paraphrasing all the information you gather for your research-based assignments. Do not worry! We will work on how to do this properly.


***NOTE: All assignments are due by 7 a.m. ***


Exams

The Midterm: The midterm is a paper which will require you to go to two museums here in Houston and write a guided paper. Admission is free on certain days and with your HCC student identification. Please plan accordingly.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Final Exam: The final exam is a multi-genre project with a digital portfolio presentation. Details in Canvas. 


Incomplete Policy

I rarely grant incompletes, only in extremely distressful situations. Accidents requiring long term hospitalization or rehabilitation or reporting for duty in the active service are two examples. However, to qualify to ask for an incomplete, you must have completed at least 60 percent of the course with a passing grade, per college policy. 

Grade Formula

Breakdown of Grades:
Three Essays/Projects:	 					300 Points
All other assignments:						550 Points
Midterm:								100 Points
Final Project: 								100 Points
 
The course has 1050 possible points, but the grade is calculated on a scale of 1000. This means that there are already 50 extra credit points built into the syllabus. 


Grading: Students are graded on the following components: This is a “rubric.” Ultimately, however, you are graded on the overall content and presentation of the work. 
· Following the directions. This sounds simple, but, in reality, more points are lost because students did not complete the assignment as assigned. Don’t let this be you. Always go back to the Assignment Sheet and make sure you have met all the elements of the work.
· Format: Use MLA style. A sample work can be found on the Purdue OWL website. Format matters even in online courses.
· Structure: Is the writing organized properly? Does it have a topic sentence (for shorter works such as discussion posts or reading assignments) or a thesis (for longer written works). Do the sentences that follow support and relate back to the thesis and topic sentences.
· Clarity: Does it make sense? Can a reader follow along and read your work without getting frustrated by errors or poorly worded sentences?
· Overall Effectiveness: This is about whether or not what you meant to say is really what the reader gets from your words. Remember, the burden is on you, the writer, to tell the reader what you mean. The reader does not have to work to figure it out. 

Grade Scale:
· A (900 to 1000 points): Excellent work that demonstrates a clear understanding of the assignment, has few errors of any kind, and shows exceptional ability to communicate to a specific audience.
· B (800-899 points): Above average work that shows understanding of the writing topic, has few serious errors, and provides good communication with a specific audience.
· C (700-799 points):  Average work that shows understanding of the writing topic, contains few errors that interfere with adequate communication.
· D (600-699 points): Below average work that fails to follow the assignment and/or fails to respond adequately to the writing topic, contains a number of serious errors, and demonstrates only marginal communication with a specific audience.
· F (<599 points):  Incomplete work, work that fails to follow the assignment, and/or work that fails to respond to the writing topic, contains a number of serious errors, and provides little communication with a specific audience


HCC Grading Scale can be found on this site under Academic Information: 
http://www.hccs.edu/resources-for/current-students/student-handbook/



Course Calendar
Please note: This is a guide! Only major projects are listed here. You will have weekly discussion boards and readings each week. 

	Week
	Dates
	Topic / Assignments Due

	1
	Exact Dates will be available in Canvas
	Start Here Module
Module 1: What is Art? Humanities?

	2
	
	Module 2: Art: How to critique

	3
	
	Module 3: Photography; Paper #1 Due 

	4
	
	Module 4: Sculpture

	5
	
	Module 5: Architecture

	6
	
	Module 6: Literature

	7
	
	Module 7: Midterm Due

	8
	
	Module 8: Theater and Performance Art 

	9
	
	Module 9: Music; 

	10
	
	Module 10: Movies

	11
	
	Module 11: Dance; Paper #2; Movie Questions Due

	12
	
	Module 12: Television

	13
	
	Module 13: Art Recap; Paper #3 Bibliography Due

	14
	
	Module 14: Final Project Prospectus Due

	15
	
	Module 15: Final Thoughts

	16
	
	Module 16: MGP Final Project Due 




Syllabus Modifications
The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus at any time during the semester and will promptly notify students in writing, typically by e-mail, of any such changes.


Instructor’s Practices and Procedures

Missed Assignments
[bookmark: _Hlk17632371]Late work is not accepted in this course. I will entertain any justification for late work so long as such justification is presented to me at least 72 hours prior to the due date. Even then, any allowances are at my discretion. 


Academic Integrity
PLAGIARISM POLICIES:
Plagiarism occurs in the following ways:
· Copy and Paste without citation
· Paraphrasing without citation
· Improper paraphrasing WITH or WITHOUT citation – when paraphrasing, the entire sentence must be in your own words. 
· Incorrect citation format – accidental or intentional
· Use of a previously submitted work, even if it is your OWN work

Note: If part of your written work is plagiarized, the entire paper is plagiarized, no matter how small the plagiarism is. These policies apply to all written work submitted in this course. 

[bookmark: _Hlk517976816]Plagiarism Policy:  If evidence of academic dishonesty is found for any (including discussion boards or homework assignments) assignment, a 0 (0 points) for the assignment will be recorded and the college may be notified of the incident and the grade. If a second incident of academic dishonesty occurs, an F for the course grade will be recorded and a referral to the Dean of Student Services may be made. 

Academic Honesty:  Unless students are instructed to work together, it is understood that all papers, tests, and assignments are their own individual honest work.  Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will earn students a 0 on the assignment and/or for the course. Late work is NOT accepted


Here’s the link to the HCC information about academic integrity (Scholastic Dishonesty and Violation of Academic Scholastic Dishonesty and Grievance): 
http://www.hccs.edu/about-hcc/procedures/student-rights-policies--procedures/student-procedures/ 

Attendance Procedures
· [bookmark: _Hlk17632406]Absences: Students must participate in class if they want to be successful. You are allowed six absences. An absence includes physical absence as well as an incomplete assignment or coming to class unprepared, including not bring required materials and assignments to class. You may not be a “warm body” or “Canvas lurker” and pass this class. If you exceed the allowable number of absences, you may be administratively withdrawn from the class. Depending on whether this occurs before or after the “W” date will determine whether you receive a “W” or an “FX.” Absences are not classified as “excused” or “unexcused.” They are simply counted.


Student Conduct
· [bookmark: _Hlk17632423]Pacing: This class is not self-paced. You may work ahead; however grading priority is given to the assignments currently due. Once an assignment is submitted, it is final. First submissions are the ones that are graded. Do not submit an assignment until you are ready for me to grade it. Please note: late assignments are not accepted, so be sure to pay attention to the deadlines.

· Inclement Weather: If the college is closed, some leeway may be granted on due dates -- however, due to the online component of this course, this rarely happens and usually requires multiple consecutive days of closure. 

· Internet classes demand that you are self-motivated and self-disciplined.  You are responsible to keep up with the schedule, due dates, assignments, and exams.  Computer hardware or software problems do not remove your responsibility to meet due dates and the activity requirement. You may use ANY computer with Internet access to remain active in the class and/or to submit your work. 

· Work submission policies: No late work is accepted. All assignments are due at 7 a.m. on their due date. Just because Canvas will accept the work late does not mean that you will receive credit. Submissions after the deadline are considered late and will not receive credit.
· All work must be submitted through Canvas assignment submissions. No emailed or messaged submissions will be graded. 
· All work is considered final upon submission. First submissions are the ones graded -- just as if you handed the assignment in during a class meeting. 
· You must submit your work in doc or pdf format. If I cannot open your document, you will receive a zero. Do NOT use Apple’s Pages. 


Instructor’s Course-Specific Information (As Needed)
[bookmark: _Hlk17632446]I generally grade each morning. This means that once you submit your work, even if it is early, it is final. It may be graded early. After I grade the assignments due that week, I post a weekly “Round Up” in the announcements which goes over some generic issues about the assignments and provides feedback to the class as a whole.
 
For individual feedback, you will need to reopen your submission and click on “see feedback.” Failure to do this after each assignment will result in you missing out on ways to make your work even better. 


HCC Policies
Here’s the link to the HCC Student Handbook http://www.hccs.edu/resources-for/current-students/student-handbook/   In it you will find information about the following:

· Academic Information
· Academic Support
· Attendance, Repeating Courses, and Withdrawal
· Career Planning and Job Search
· Childcare
· disAbility Support Services
· Electronic Devices
· Equal Educational Opportunity
· Financial Aid TV (FATV)
· General Student Complaints
· Grade of FX
· Incomplete Grades
· International Student Services
· Health Awareness
· Libraries/Bookstore
· Police Services & Campus Safety
· Student Life at HCC
· Student Rights and Responsibilities
· Student Services
· Testing
· Transfer Planning
· Veteran Services


EGLS3
The EGLS3 (Evaluation for Greater Learning Student Survey System) will be available for most courses near the end of the term until finals start.  This brief survey will give invaluable information to your faculty about their teaching.  Results are anonymous and will be available to faculty and division chairs after the end of the term.  EGLS3 surveys are only available for the Fall and Spring semesters.  EGLS3 surveys are not offered during the Summer semester due to logistical constraints.
http://www.hccs.edu/resources-for/current-students/egls3-evaluate-your-professors/ 


HCC Email Policy
When communicating via email, HCC requires students to communicate only through the HCC email system to protect your privacy.  If you have not activated your HCC student email account, you can go to HCC Eagle ID and activate it now.  You may also use Canvas Inbox to communicate.


Office of Institutional Equity

 (http://www.hccs.edu/departments/institutional-equity/) 

disAbility Services 
http://www.hccs.edu/support-services/disability-services/ 

Title IX
http://www.hccs.edu/departments/institutional-equity/title-ix-know-your-rights/ 

Office of the Dean of Students
https://www.hccs.edu/about-hcc/procedures/student-rights-policies--procedures/student-complaints/speak-with-the-dean-of-students/

Department Chair Contact Information
[bookmark: _PictureBullets]Dr. Helen Graham, helen.graham@hccs.edu, 713-718-7258
image1.png
S C | HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE




