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https://www.texasmonthly.com/politics/flush‐with‐power/



Interest Group 

Voluntary organization that strives to 
influence public policy, sometimes 

known as a pressure group or special 
interest group.



https://youtu.be/W6BzRh535Cw





Interest Group Theory

Politics if mainly a 
competition among groups, 

each one pressing for its 
own preferred policies



Interest Group Theory

Characteristics
• Groups are the primary political 

actors.
• Politics is organized around group 

interaction.
• Conflict over limited resources
• Behavior of groups limited by 

competition
• Public policy is the resolution of 

conflict
• No group can dominate the process.
• Leaders guided by democratic 

values.



Power Elite Interest Group Theory

Societies divided along 
class lines and an 

upper-class elite rules, 
regardless of the formal 
niceties of government 

organization



Power Elite Interest Group Theory
Characteristics

• Power is held by a few individuals.
• Derived from positions in large 

social institutions
• Linked by networks of interlocking 

memberships
• Elites determine values, interests, 

and rules of the game
• Policy decisions reflect the interests 

of dominant institutions



Hyperpluralism Interest Group Theory 

• Groups are so strong 
and diverse that 
government is 
weakened.  An 
extreme form of 
pluralism.

• Occurs when 
government  tries to 
responds to as many 
groups as possible.

Legislature



Iron Texas Star Model Interest Group Theory

Illustrates the 
relationship among 
interest groups, the 
governor, state 

agencies, and the 
presiding officers of 
the state legislature.



Which one best 
explains 

Interest group 
activity 
in Texas?



In teams of two, 
research one of the 
Contributor listed in 
this report.

Who are they?

What issue / Whom 
do they represent?





Patrick vs. Strauss





Interest Group Categories

Economic

Non‐economic

Mixed



Economic Groups
Promote members economic interests
Business Groups 
Most often are trade organizations
 Lobby for policies favoring Texas business

Labor Groups 
Support public policies designed to increase wages, 
obtain worker health coverage, promote safe 
working conditions, and protect the interests of 
workers

22Copyright © 2014 Cengage Learning



Economic Groups
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http://texasfarmbureau.org/ http://www.txbiz.org/ https://www.afscme.org/ https://www.texmed.org/



Economic: Professional / 
Career Groups

Organizations of 
professionals that lobby for 
policies beneficial to their 

members
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http://www.texasaft.org/

https://www.tortreform.com/



Non-economic
Social Groups

• Racial and Ethnic Groups 
• Seek to influence decisions affecting racial 

equality and eliminating racial discrimination 
• NAACP
• Latino groups are the most numerous.

• League of United Latin American 
Citizens

• Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund (MALDEF)

25Copyright © 2014 Cengage Learning

http://lulac.org/about/history/
http://naacphouston.org/contact‐us/



Non-economic
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Women’s Groups
Engage in lobbying and 
educational activities to 
promote greater political 
participation by women
Texas Women’s Political Caucus
League of Women Voters of 
Texas

Religious‐based Groups

Lobby for policies promoting 
religious interests

Christian Coalition, The Texas 
Industrial Areas Foundation

Public Interest Groups 

Promote general interests of 
society rather than the narrower 
private or corporate interests

Pursue diverse goals 

https://texasbaptists.org/ministries/clc http://www.tpj.org/



Texas Public Interest Groups 
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Who Runs Politics in Texas?

https://votesmart.org/interest‐groups/TX/#.WX4jKogrJhE





http://kxan.com/2015/01/16/top‐5‐biggest‐lobbying‐teams‐in‐texas/



Review: Interest Groups (LO 6.1 on page 163)

What are the positive roles of interest groups?

What are the negative role of interest groups?

Break into small groups of 3‐4 people.  Prepare a short 
presentation to class on the questions below.



Sizing up Interest Groups 
and Their Influence

• The Positive Role of Interest Groups (PRO Arguments) 
• Provide all groups with an opportunity to win support for their ideas and positions  
‐ Pluralist view

• Joining groups and working for the interests of the group is a natural inclination of 
citizens and should be encouraged

• Association is implicitly protected by the First Amendment which affords 
individuals the right “…peaceably to assemble…”

• The system is fair in that it gives all groups an equitable opportunity to compete



Sizing up Interest Groups 
and Their Influence

• Criticisms and Reforms (Con Arguments)
• Unfair because groups supported by the wealthy have far greater resources to 
promote their interests – Elitist view

• Promotes advancement of interests that don’t always strive for the common 
good, i.e., large, profit‐conscious corporations

• Too many groups slow policy making to a state of gridlock 
• Interest group leaders are not elected, thus interest group dominance of the 
system is an affront to democracy (revolving door & conflict of interests)

• Groups concentrate benefits for the few while distributing costs to the many



Interest Groups’ Targets and Tactics
• Lobbying the Legislature

Directly contacting public officials to influence them to advocate 
(support or oppose a particular public policy) 

The looming clash pits insurance industry lobbyists and their 
allies from Texans for Lawsuit Reform, the group that has 
championed "tort reform" for several years, against the Texas 
Trial Lawyers Academy and Texas Watch, a nonprofit 
consumer group, which contend the industry's bill is designed to 
boost profits and restrict consumer access to the courts.
In a decades-old conflict between insurers and advocates for 
consumers, the two sides went at it during the 2015 legislative 
session, when a hailstorm litigation bill backed by the insurance 
industry gained Senate approval but died in a House committee.

http://www.twcnews.com/tx/austin/politics/2017/05/30/abbott‐tx‐special‐session‐watchdogs‐tally‐lobbyist‐special‐interest.html







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1oLj68C‐3Po



Interest Groups’ Targets and Tactics

Lobbying the Legislature

Directly contacting public 
officials to influence 
them to advocate 
(support or oppose a 
particular public 
policy)  http://www.hillcopartners.com/practice‐areas



Interest Groups’ Targets and Tactics

• Influencing and the Executive Branch
• Target Rule Making Process
• Target Appointment Process
• Co‐Opt State Agencies

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJxoFGKe1kk
http://txlobby.com/



Interest Groups’ Targets and Tactics
• Targeting the Courts

• Influence Judicial Selection 
Process

• Campaign donations to 
judicial candidates

• Rank judges
• Filing Suit in Court

https://www.thsc.org/political‐action/texas‐judicial‐wall‐of‐shame/

https://www.texasbar.com/Content/NavigationMenu/AboutUs/ResearchandAnalysis/JudicialPoll/default.htm



Interest Groups’ Targets and Tactics
Shaping the Political Environment Contributing to Campaigns

https://act.nraila.org/takeaction.aspx?AlertID=30

Educating the Public

https://www.nraila.org/articles/20170728/poll‐
shocker‐overwhelming‐support‐for‐more‐
background‐checks‐is‐actually‐rather‐
underwhelming

Electioneering

Organizing Public Demonstrations

https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/recips.php?id=d000000082



Balance of Political 
Power in Texas

Texas’s Most Powerful 
Interest Groups



How Does Texas Rank?

https://www
.publicintegri
ty.org/2015/
11/09/18532
/texas‐gets‐
d‐grade‐
2015‐state‐
integrity‐
investigation



Sizing up interest groups 
and their influence

• The Regulation of Lobbying
• Lobbyist Reports

• Actual clients
• General areas of policy concerns
• Range of compensation
• Expenditures on communication to support or oppose 
legislation

• Expenditures on state legislators (over $50 a day)

Copyright © 2016 Cengage Learning.    
All rights reserved.
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https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/main/training.htm



Sizing up interest groups 
and their influence
• The Regulation of Lobbying (cont.)

• Evaluating Reporting Requirements
• Critics say public ill‐informed and 
categories too broad

• Texas Ethics Commission: a better 
library than cop
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https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/main/training.htm
http://www.kens5.com/news/crime/sen‐carlos‐uresti‐indictedd‐faces‐more‐than‐180‐

years‐in‐federal‐prison/440246007



Canvas Dates are Correct


