INTRODUCTION – TO – LITERATURE

Aspects of Literature

(Literary Terms)

I. Character 

(Any person involved in the fiction or drama)

   A. Types of Characters

1. Round (Complex/Many – Sided)

2. Static (Same from beginning to end)

3. Dynamic (Evolves under pressure of events)

4. Universal (Understandable appealing to all cultures)

5. Flat (Summed up in one or two traits)

6. Foil (A minor character whose situation or actions parallel those of the major character, and thus by contrast illuminates the major character)

7. Stock (Stereotyped character)

II. Plot 

(The sequence of incidents of which a story or drama is composed)

A. Conflict

      (A clash of actions, desires, ideas, or goals in the plot story or drama) 

1.  Protagonist (Central Character) 

2.  Antagonist (Any force in the story or drama that is in conflict with the    

     protagonist; another person/character; an aspect of physical or social.   

     environment; or a destructive element in the protagonist own nature.

     (Example):  1. Man against man  2.  Man against environment

3. Man against himself

III. Point – of - View (How the story or drama is being told?)

A. Types of Point – of View

1. Omniscient Point – of – View (The author knows all, can tell all concerning thought and behavior.  The story or drama is written in third person.)

2. Limited Omniscient Point – of – View (The author writes the story or drama in third person, and she has limited knowledge of one character’s thought and behavior.)

3. Objective or Dramatic Point – of – View (The author writes the story or drama in third person, but the author limits herself to reporting what her characters says and do; she does not disclose any characters’ private thoughts.)

4. First Person (The story is told by one of the characters using the first person.)

 IV. Style

 (The way the story or drama is written.)

A. Diction (Word Choice)

B. Imagery (Elements in the story or drama appealing to the five senses.)

C. Syntax (Sentence Structure)

D. Tone (The story or drama’s attitude toward the subject, audience, and overall emotional meaning of the work.)

V.  Setting (time and place the story or drama takes place.)

    A.  Atmosphere (Mood or emotional aura of the story or drama)

VI. Symbolism (Something that means more than it is; an object, person, situation, or 

      action that in addition to its surface meaning suggests other deeper meaning as well)

VII. Theme (The central idea of the literary work.)

A. Thematic Concerns (The concerns of the literary work.)

VII. Irony (A situation, or use of language, involving some kind of discrepancy,)

A. Types of Irony

1. Verbal (A figure of speech in which what is said is the opposite of what is   

                         meant.)

                  2.   Dramatic (A discrepancy between what a character says or thinks and   

                        what the reader knows to be true (or what a character perceives and what 

                  the author intends the reader to perceive.)

3. Irony of Situation (A situation in which there is a discrepancy between appearance and reality, between the actual situation and what would seem appropriate.

