Short Story Assignment and Rubric

	Tuesday March 22nd  
	Draft from Exercises 2% of semester grade

	Friday March 25th  
	Complete outline

Revise Draft 3% of semester grade

	Tuesday March 29th 
	Workshop 5% of semester grade

	Thursday March 31st
	Revision Due 10% of semester grade

	
	


Requirements and Expectations:

1. Your short story must be original. You cannot copy or closely follow other short stories that you have read. You must come up with your own characters and plot.

2. You need to do some pre-writing to organize your ideas before writing your first draft. 
3. Your short story must include dialogue. When writing dialogue, make sure it is clear to the reader which character is speaking. Also, make sure you being a new paragraph whenever you switch speakers. Of course, your dialogue needs to be written properly with quotation marks. Refer to short stories in the text book. 
4. You will need to use fictional elements in your short story. You can invent your own story or you can re-tell a story that has happened to you in real life. Above all else, be creative! 

5. A copy of the rubric is attached for reference.

6. The following items are required when passing in your short story:

a. Completed draft 

b. Rough draft with evidence that it has been edited and revised 
c. Final copy 

d. Rubric  

Short Story Grading Rubric
	CATEGORY 
	Exceptional (A)
	Strong (B)
	Needs Work (C)
	Missing (D)

	Setting 
	Many vivid, descriptive words are used to reveal when and where the story took place. 
	Some vivid, descriptive words are used to reveal the audience when and where the story took place. 
	The reader can figure out when and where the story took place, but the author didn't supply much detail to help the reader see. 
	The reader may have trouble figuring out when and where the story took place. 

	Characters 
	The main characters are accessible to the reader, by name or description, through direct or indirect characterization techniques. The story provides enough access to the character for the reader to make connection to the characters or theme. 
	The main characters are named and/or described through direct or indirect characterization techniques. Readers have some idea of what the characters look like. The story provides access to the character for the reader to make some connection to the characters or theme.
	The narrative has main characters. The reader knows very little about the characters that helps them connect to the characters or theme.
	It is difficult to tell who the main characters are. 

	Conflict  and Theme
	The character's conflict drives the narrative and challenges the reader to explore the larger themes. 

 
	The character's conflict is important to the narrative and implies some larger themes. 

 
	The character’s conflict addresses a theme. 
	It is difficult to discern a conflict or how it addresses a thematic inquiry.  

	Dialogue 
	Dialogue is strong. It develops the characters and moves the plot.


	Dialogue develops the characters and moves the plot.
	Dialogue is serving some purpose, but needs more development.
	It is not clear how the dialogue develops the characters and moves the plot.

	Organization 
	The story is very well organized. One idea or scene follows another in a logical sequence with clear transitions. 
	The story is well organized. One idea or scene may seem out of place. Clear transitions are used. 
	The story is a little hard to follow. The transitions are sometimes not clear. 
	Ideas and scenes do not have a coherent relationship. 

	Creativity 
	The story contains many creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. Clear evidence of imagination. 
	The story contains a few creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. Use of imagination. 
	The story contains a few creative details and/or descriptions, but they distract from the story. 
	There is little evidence of creativity in the story. 

	Mechanics 
	The story contains no errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics.
	The story contains few minor errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics.
	The story contains many and/or serious errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics; may interfere with reading. 
	The story contains so many errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that errors block reading. 

	MLA Requirements 
	All of MLA requirements (typed, double spaced, # of pages, font, margins) were met. 
	Almost all (about 90%) the MLA written requirements were met. 
	Most (about 75%) of the MLA written requirements were met, but several were not. 
	Many MLA requirements were not met. 

	
	
	
	
	


