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Course Syllabus
Emergent Literacy for Early Childhood
CDEC 1356
	Semester with Course Reference Number (CRN)
	Summer 2011
(83108)

	Instructor contact information (phone number and email address)
	Dr. Pamela M. Norwood

Telephone: (713) 718-6236

Email: pamela.norwood@hccs.edu


	Office Location and Hours
	Educational Development Center Building, Room D-103

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays: 3:30-5:00, Friday by appointment

	Course Location/Times
	Educational Development Center Building, Room D-116

Mondays-Thursdays 12pm-2:30pm

	Course Semester Credit Hours (SCH) (lecture, lab) If applicable
	Credit Hours

3.00

 

Lecture Hours

2.00

 

Laboratory Hours

3.00

 



	Total Course Contact Hours
	80

	Continuing Education Units (CEU): if applicable
	

	Course Length (number of weeks)
	5 Weeks 
Summer I Session 

	Type of Instruction
	Lecture/Lab

	Course Description: 
	An exploration of principles, methods, and materials for teaching young children language and literacy through a play-based, integrated curriculum.

	Course Prerequisite(s)
	None

	Academic Discipline/CTE Program Learning Outcomes
	1. NAEYC Standard 4. Teaching and Learning 

2. NAEYC Standard 5. Becoming a Professional 

	Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLO): 4 to 7
	1. Define literacy and emergent literacy. 
2. Analyze various theories of language development. 
3. Describe the teacher's role in promoting emergent literacy. 
4. Create literacy environments for children. 
5. Select and share appropriate literature with children. 

	Learning Objectives (Numbering system should be linked to SLO - e.g., 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, etc.)
	1.1 Discuss the elements of emergent literacy.
1.2 Discuss the interrelatedness of speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
2.1 Outline developmental milestones of language development/communication of children.
2.2 Describe the development of second language learning.
3.1 Explain how the teacher can integrate the children’s cultures into meaningful literacy experiences.
3.2 Describe how assessment information can be used to plan developmentally appropriate learning activities.
3.3 Discuss how the teacher can philosophically and physically integrate technology to support literacy development in the curriculum.
4.1 Design environments that are print-rich and offer children real-life and meaningful opportunities to develop skills and positive attitudes toward literacy.
4.2 Make literacy materials to use in early childhood programs.
5.1 Use a variety of techniques (puppets, dramatization, flannel boards, storytelling, fingerplays, poetry, rhymes, riddles, songs, pictures, computers) to promote literacy.
5.2 Read informally and frequently to children throughout the day.

	SCANS and/or Core Curriculum Competencies: If applicable 
	SCANS

Define literacy and emergent literacy.

Workplace Competencies - Information -Interprets & Communicates

Analyze various theories of language development.

Workplace Competencies - Information -Acquires & Evaluates

Describe the teacher's role in promoting emergent literacy.

Workplace Competencies - Systems -Improves & Designs Systems

Create literacy environments for children.

Workplace Competencies - Systems -Understands Systems

Workplace Competencies - Systems -Monitors & Corrects Performance

Select and share appropriate literature with children.

Workplace Competencies - Information -Acquires & Evaluates

Workplace Competencies - Information -Organizes & Maintains

	Course Calendar 
	Week/Dates
	Topic
	Required Readings and Assignment Due

	
	Mon Week 1

June 6
	Introductions, Course and Textbook Overview 

Chapter 1: Beginnings of Communication
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	Tue

June 7
	Tasks of the Toddler; The

Preschool Years
	Chapters 2 and 3



	
	Wed

June 8
	Understanding Differences
	Chapter 5


	
	Thurs

June 9
	Achieving Language and Literacy Goals Through Program Planning
	Chapters 6 
Artifact 1-Multicultural Book 



	
	Mon Week 2

June 13
	Practicum Experience and On-line Learning (75 pts)
Promoting Language and Literacy
	Chapter 7
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	Tues

June 14
	Developing a Literacy Environment
	Chapter 18

PEP#1-Parent Interview 

(50 points)

	
	Wed

June 15
	Puppetry and Beginning Drama Experiences
	Chapter 15 

	
	Thurs

June 16
	 Developing Listening Skills

Phonological Awareness
	Chapter 8

Artifact 2-Rhyming Book


	
	Mon Week 3

June 20
	Practicum Experience and On-line Learning (75 pts)
Poetry 
	Chapter 11
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	Tues

June 21
	Children and Books

Print Awareness
	Chapter 9

PEP#2-Child’s Literacy Screening  (50 points) 

	
	Wed

June 22
	Flannel Felt Boards and Activity Sets
	Chapter 12



	
	Thurs

June 23
	Realizing Speaking Goals; Group Times

Oral Language Development 
	Chapters 13 and 14

Artifact 3-Nonfiction Book for Science or Social Studies Discussion

	
	Mon Week 4

June 27
	Practicum Experience and On-line Learning  (75 pts)
Reading and Preschoolers
	Chapter 17
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	Tues

June 28
	Letter Knowledge
	Handout-TBD

PEP#3-Classroom Observation Lab (100 points, Mandatory) 

	
	Wed

June 29
	Print-Early Knowledge and Emerging Interest

Written Expression
	Chapter 16

Artifact 4-ABC Book

	
	Thurs

June 30


	Demonstration Teaching


	Major Project-Activity Resource Notebook (100 points, Mandatory) 

	
	Mon Week 5

July 4 
	NO CLASS 

4th of July HOLIDAY
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	Tues

July 5
	Literacy Across the Curriculum 


	Article Handout-TBD

 

	
	Wed 

July 6
	The Parent-Center/School Partnership
	Chapter 19 

Artifact 5-Award-winning book

	
	Thurs

July 7
	FINAL EXAM 
(100 points) 
	

	Instructional Methods
	Face to Face

Web-Enhanced

	Required Component
	This course includes at least one of the following required components: practicum assignment, key assessment, field experience hours, and/or First Aid/CPR certification. If this assignment is not completed with 70% of possible points, you will not receive a passing grade in this class. Your instructor will explain the required components identified for this course-practicum assignment (classroom observation lab) and activity notebook.

	Student Assignments
	Parent interview, child’s literacy assessment, classroom observation lab, 3 web-based activities, 3 online discussions, activity resource notebook 

	Student Assessment(s)
	3 Post-Assessments of Chapter Readings, Final Exam

	Instructor's Requirements
	  IR 1. Extra Credit-Students who are not absent more than twice will eligible for 25 extra credit points that will be applied towards the final grade. They will also be able to submit one (1) additional extra credit assignment from a list that is provided on the Assignment Descriptions handout. 
IR 2. Late Assignments-Course assignments will be considered LATE if they are not received by Friday of the week during which the assignment is due. Five (5) points per class session will be taken off the original grade of each assignment that is turned in beyond the due date but within two weeks of it. After two weeks, these assignments may still be accepted but the final grade will be reduced by 20% as a penalty. No LATE ASSIGNMENTS will be accepted during the week of finals.  

IR 3. Use of Electronic Devices-Although admittedly convenient, most modern technological devices are considered inappropriate and distracting in the classroom.  The use of cell phones, pagers, beepers, and/or palm pilots is severely discouraged in this class.  If you must carry one of these devices, make sure you turn it OFF or on VIBRATE before arriving to class. Please refrain from answering or responding to any calls, text messages, or other means of communication inside the classroom. Leaving the class to respond to such a call should be done only in the case of a verifiable emergency. Repeated violations of this policy will result in you being asked to leave the class session or withdraw from the course. 

IR 4. Make-Ups-All students who have a documented, college- approved excuse for missing an assignment may make up the assignment without any grade reduction or penalty. Approved excuses include personal illness, a death in the immediate family, and participation in official college functions.  Students who are unable to attend during an examination day should contact the instructor as soon as possible to reschedule. Make-up examinations must be completed in the instructor’s office or other designated location within TWO WEEKS of the original date of the exam. Please note that failure to take the collaborative exam(s) on the date scheduled will result in the student having to take the examination on an individual basis!

IR 5. Monitoring of Student Progress-It is highly recommended that you keep backup copies of all of your submitted work and that you keep all of your graded assignments until the final grades are posted.

	Program/Discipline Requirements: If applicable
	NOTICE This course of study would not be appropriate for anyone who falls into the following category as noted by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services. "No person with a conviction or who is under indictment for, or is the subject of an official criminal complaint alleging violation of any of the crimes listed as a felony against the person or felony violation of the Texas Controlled Substance Act may be present while children are in care."

	HCC Grading Scale
	A = 100- 90

 

4 points per semester hour

B = 89 - 80:

 

3 points per semester hour

C = 79 - 70:

 

2 points per semester hour

D = 69 - 60:

 

1 point per semester hour

59 and below = F

 

0 points per semester hour

IP (In Progress)

 

0 points per semester hour

W(Withdrawn)

 

0 points per semester hour

I (Incomplete)

 

0 points per semester hour

AUD (Audit)

 

0 points per semester hour

IP (In Progress) is given only in certain developmental courses. The student must re-enroll to receive credit. COM (Completed) is given in non-credit and continuing education courses. To compute grade point average (GPA), divide the total grade points by the total number of semester hours attempted. The grades "IP," "COM" and "I" do not affect GPA. 

See "Health Science Program/Discipline Requirements" for grading scale.


	Instructor Grading Criteria 
	 Total Possible Points=700
A=630-700                                   D=420-489

B=560-629                                   F=419 and below

C=490-559



	Instructional Materials
	Machado, J. M. (2010). Early Childhood Experience in Language Arts (9th ed.). Albany, NY: Delmar.

Brigance, A. H. (2004). Brigance Diagnostic Inventory of Early Development II. North Billerica, MA: Curriculum Associates, Inc.

	HCC Policy Statements: 

	Access Student Services Policies on their Web site:
	http://hccs.edu/student-rights

	Distance Education and/or Continuing Education Policies

	Access DE Policies on their Web site: 
	http://de.hccs.edu/Distance_Ed/DE_Home/faculty_resources/PDFs/DE_Syllabus.pdf

	Access CE Policies on their Web site:
	http://hccs.edu/CE-student-guidelines


 NOTE- The content, exams, dates, and assignments presented in this course outline may be subject to change by the instructor. Students will be appropriately notified should any changes be necessary. 
