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The culture shock that I encountered when I went to England was my most memorable experience. However, it was not England itself, but my grandmother, that seemed so foreign.


Grandma was a lady who was always near me, but seemed mentally millions of miles away. She stood five feet seven inches tall, depending on whether she wore her beige shoes or not. Arthritis prohibited her from wearing hose, but she was always nicely dressed. She accented her floral polyester dress with a pearl necklace and amethyst earrings. Her face was baby soft, with a Hebrew nose, and her eyes were hidden behind thick glasses. Grandma’s bobbed hair was a beautiful silver gray.


Looks can be deceiving though. She was clean, but ironically rarely took baths. She also talked too fast, and it was days before I would finally understand her. When I finally understood what she continually was repeating to my mom, I discovered her favorite phrase, “Children are to be seen and not heard.” Grandma said this especially when she took my sister and me to night clubs where she sang in front of a packed audience. Grandma also had a “boyfriend” who took ballroom dancing. Not only was he twenty years her junior at 68, he was a marathon runner. Amazingly, furthermore, she could walk further distances than I could, and she only ran out of energy when my sister and I argued. She also knitted, even though she was legally blind, and played the piano and organ with the precision of a concert pianist.


From the point of view of an eleven year old, this lady was amazing. I had been programmed by society to believe that the elderly were incapable of taking care of themselves. Not only did she take care of herself, she took care of other people’s happiness. She sang, she played, and she had energy.


This English lady, more interesting and shocking than England itself, is someone I will never forget. She gave me an experience, which has enlightened me forever. May the old live on.
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