Understanding Emphasis
SENTENCE COMBINING
USING JOINING WORDS (COORDINATORS AND SUBORDINATORS) TO SHOW EMPHASIS

COORDINATORS: For-And-Nor-But-Or-Yet-So (FANBOYS)

SUBORDINATORS: Although
though
even though
while
whereas
because
since
if
when
before
after
that
which
who

TRANSITION WORDS:  however
moreover
on the other hand
consequently
nevertheless
furthermore
therefore
otherwise

Directions:  In the following exercise, you will use some of the words listed above, but you will practice using the word but to show contrast. Remember that while the subordinators give differing emphasis to the two parts of a sentence, the word but, a coordinator, gives the same emphasis to the two parts. Examples:


Mary’s python, Filbert, died.


Mary was not particularly sad.



Show concession; emphasize sentence two.

Solution: Although Mary’s python, Filbert died, Mary was not particularly sad.


Mary preferred fairly independent pets, like cats.


She found Filbert to be rather clinging.



Show opposition; emphasize sentence one.

Solution: Mary preferred fairly independent pets, like cats, while she found Filbert to be     

                 Rather clinging.


Filbert was a well-behaved python.


He didn’t seem to have much personality.



Show opposition; give equal emphasis.

Solution: Filbert was a well-balanced python, but he didn’t seem to have much  

                 Personality.

Musical Tastes

1. John liked rock and roll. Mary preferred classical music.

Show opposition; give equal emphasis.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Rock and roll is the music of today.  Classical music has retained its popularity over generations.

a. Show concession; emphasize sentence one.

b. Show concession; emphasize sentence two.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Lovers of rock and roll often like classical music too. Those who prefer classical music usually hate rock and roll.

a. Show opposition; emphasize sentence one.

b. Show opposition; emphasize sentence two.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Jazz came from popular black sources in the South. Some of it has since developed in the direction of classical music.

a. Show opposition; give equal emphasis.

b. Show opposition; emphasize sentence one.

c. Show opposition; emphasize sentence two.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Jazz in its original forms was an African-American art form. It influenced many whit musicians, even including the French composer Maurice Ravel.

a. Show opposition; give equal emphasis.

b. Show concession; emphasize sentence two.

c. Show concession; emphasize sentence one.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Tastes in popular music change every generation or so. Those who like the new music always heap scorn on the music that preceded them.

a. Show concession; emphasize sentence one.

b. Show emphasis; emphasize sentence two.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

