Essay Review
The Rhetorical Situation
1. Who is the writer’s audience?
2. Of what is the speaker trying to convince this audience?

3. What is the writer’s purpose and tone?
The Three Appeals 
4. Cite an instance in the essay where the writer uses ethos. 
5. Cite an instance in the essay where the writer uses logos.
6. Cite an instance in the essay where the writer uses pathos.

Syntax
7. What patterns do you notice in the sentence structure? Do any anomalies exist within this pattern? What is the rhetorical effect of the pattern and/or any anomalies within the pattern?
Diction
8. Examine the diction. Choose one word that you find effective or ineffective for the writer’s argument. Explain why the word is effective or ineffective. 

9. Identify patterns of word choice.

10. Figurative Language: Note any metaphors, similes, symbols, allusions, etc. Analyze them for rhetorical effect.

Complete the following checklist:
Content








Strong

Needs Work
1. Good introduction; does the first sentence 

  grab your attention; is there an effective hook?



_____

   _____

   2.  Good ideas and creative content





_____

   _____

   3.  Mature writing style




      

 _____

   _____

   4.  Provides enough details, examples, and

       explanation so that the reader is very clear

       about details







_____

   _____

   5.  Contains vivid language




      

 _____

   _____

   6.  Effective conclusion






_____

   _____

Comments:

Organization








Strong

Needs Work
1. Ideas presented in a logical order and

transitions used






_____

_____

    2.  Ideas are expressed clearly





_____

_____

    3.  Utilizes paragraphs correctly





_____

_____

    4.  All sentences are complete in thought




_____
      
 _____

    5.  Sentence structure is varied



       

_____

_____

Comments:

Mechanics








Strong

Needs Work
1.  Correct grammar and usage





_____

_____

2.  Follows the rules of capitalization





_____

_____

3.  Follows the rules of punctuation (comma splices? periods?)















_____

_____

4.  Follows the rules of correct spelling




_____

_____

Comments:

