SIGNAL VERBS

To smoothly incorporate a quoted, paraphrased, or summarized passage into your essay, you should use signal verbs. The signal verb that you choose allows you to characterize the author’s viewpoint or perspective as well as your own, so you should choose with care. Furthermore, you should use the present tense when using these verbs.

SIGNAL VERBS

	Acknowledges
	Answers
	Claims
	Criticizes

	Advises 
	Asserts
	Concludes
	Declares

	Agrees
	Believes
	Concurs
	Describes

	Allows
	Charges
	Confirms
	Disagrees

	Discusses
	Lists  
	Remarks
	Says

	Disputes
	Objects
	Replies
	States

	Emphasizes
	Observes
	Reports 
	Suggests

	Expresses
	Offers
	Responds
	Thinks

	Interprets
	Opposes
	Reveals
	Writes 


The inclusion os signal phrases enables the reader to distinguish your words and ideas from those you have borrowed from sources. Think of an Oreo cookie: the quoted, paraphrased, or summarized passage must come between a signal phrase (also called a lead-in phrase) and your follow up comments. 
SIGNAL PHRASE + BORROWED PASSAGE + YOUR COMMENT

Examples:

A student essay about the growth of technology: In her essay, “Technology Today,” Judy Carnell, a Trinity College history professor, strongly opposes those who condemn technology outright, arguing that we must not indulge in a “demonology of technology.” Carnell’s position is similar to that of some professors who question the effectiveness of online instruction for foreign language courses.
A student essay about technology replacing workers: Calvin Sims, in his article, “Calling Collect? A Computer Is At Your Service, observes that “telephone operators are rapidly disappearing, hastened on their way by new equipment that can both recognize and mimic the human voice.” This phenomenon can be witnessed in the significant decrease in the number of bank teller. The computer in this case is the ATM.

Woodcock asserts that the clock has altered the work place in a negative way.

