Name:  ________________________________________________

Understanding Primary and Secondary Supporting Ideas

Your paragraphs that you wrote may differ slightly from the paragraph outline below, but they should all follow this arrangement of ideas.

A few tips can help you to be a smarter car buyer. 

1. Shopping around

· Visit several dealers

· Consult Consumer Reports

2. Agreeing on a price

· Start with a lower price than you’re willing to pay

· Ask for a discount if you’re paying cash

3. Signing the final papers

· Make sure the loan interest rate you want is specified on paper

· Watch out for added contract clauses, such as insurance and special warranties

The above outline of a paragraph uses phrases. Your assignment was to turn these phrases into complete sentences. For example, the phrase “shopping around” can be changed into a complete sentence like this:  First, shop around in order to get the best deal.

Then make all of the other phrases complete sentences. Notice that I have placed numbers before the major details and bullets before the minor details. The primary or major details are at level 2 in terms of specificity. The secondary or minor details are at level 3 in terms of specificity.

When you write your essays for this class, you must include level 2 and level 3 degrees of specificity.

Manuscript Form:  Indent at the beginning of your paragraph. Do not include any other indentations or numbering. 

