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Finding and Fixing Run-Ons

\J

To check for run-ons, read each sentence aloud and ask yourself:

Do | pause in the middle? —NO —>

|
YES
v

Does the sentence contain two
—NO—>
complete sentences?

|
YES
%

Are the two complete sentences separated by
a comma and a coordinating conjunction?

|
YES
v

—NO—>

You do not have a run-on. ‘ |

You can add a semicolon
ora
semicolon, a conjunctive
adverb, and a comma

You can add a period
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You do not have
arun-on.

You do not have
arun-on.

Are they separated
by a semicolon?

YES
N2
You do not have You have a run-on, which
arun-on. must be corrected.

You can add a comma

and a coordinating

conjunction

You can add a
dependent word
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