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Houston Community College

CRN: Tue/Thurs-5:30-7:00 

CRN: Tue/Thurs- 7:00-8:30
ENGLISH 1301 FINAL (EXAM) ESSAY TOPICS 
Directions:  Write a convincing 3-4 double spaced page essay in the standard format, using the principles of debate you have learned this semester. Write on one topic only. Use facts, expert opinions, statistics, and/or studies as well as ethical, logical, and emotional appeals. Because you must prepare for a hostile audience, arrange your evidence from the least important to the most important, saving your most compelling evidence for the next to the last paragraph. You may choose what way you would like to present your essay i.e. compare/contrast, definition, expository, cause/ effect, etc. You will decide which evidence to use; i.e., statistics, expert opinion, a study, or a startling fact.   You must cite at least three experts from the internet to bolster your argument.  Important:  Each letter is a point that should be discussed in your argument, but the points can be answered out of order.  Note:  You can use this topic sheet as an outline if you jot down answers to the questions on the sheet.  If not, create a separate outline.  Reminder:  You must use frequent documentation to show information has been borrowed.  Important: If a student misses the final exam, a grade of 0 will be recorded on 20% of the student’s total grade, which most likely will be a D or an F.  
1. Define the following term: "love."

2. Do you think people could live the rest of their life without television and still be happy? Write an essay in which you explore that possibility. Examine whether life would be changed for better or worse.

3. Do you think there is hope for a lasting peace in our world? Do you think the nuclear nations will manage to avoid using their terrible "apocalyptic machines"? Write an essay describing what our future is in this dangerous nuclear age.
4.  Divorce and Single Parents: What is the impact of divorce and single parent households on society? Are divorce and single parent households to blame for the ills of our society?

5. Americans today seem to be obsessed with the need to keep fit. In an essay, argue for or against the current fitness craze.
6. Plastic surgery: a way to promote beauty or destroy it?
Important:  Do not use the pronouns I, you or your unless they are quoted from a source.  Instead, use the third-person (he, she, it) observer’s point of view.  You must use the internet, but stay away from Wikipedia, which is an unreliable source. You must have three credible expert opinions (quotes) that agree with your position (pro or con).  If you fail to document sources, you are guilty of cheating, which will result in a 50 on the final exam—even if you list your internet sources on a separate page. Furthermore, if a student misses the final exam, a grade of 0 will be recorded on 20% of the student’s grade, which most likely will result in a D or an F.  
Materials:  You may use a dictionary, a thesaurus, computer, textbook, and your handbook.  Important:  Since this is a take-home research exam, you cannot receive help from a tutor.   If you try to solicit help from an online tutor or an in-person tutor, I will receive an email, so you will receive a 0 for getting “unauthorized help.” Note:  Your grade is based on your ability to write a convincing argument based on the principles of debate you have learned, not on whether I agree with your point of view.
First Draft:  Create an outline and write a short synopsis (no longer than 10-15 sentences) on your chosen topic and include 1 documentation source that helps with your point of view. Email a copy of this on Friday, December 2, 2016.
Final Draft:  This will be submitted in via email or in-class on Tuesday, December 6th, 2016.  Be sure you have completed the Coversheet, which is the top sheet.  The content order is as follows after the Coversheet: (1) First Draft Outline (2) Final Draft and (3) Works Cited Page.  Important:  Be sure to revise and edit carefully.  Look at everything—words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs (order and number), and your evidence.  Ask yourself, “Have I used logical, ethical, and emotional appeals?”  This is the time to polish and refine your essay.  Be sure to have a clever title.  Hint:  The title cannot be the topic!  A title is original, specific, and a fragment or a question, or it may consist of a title and a subtitle as my example indicates.  It must give readers a hint about the content.  For example, if your topic is on the death penalty, you cannot have the title of your paper as The Death Penalty because it is too broad.  However, the words death penalty must be in the title.  For example, a clever title is The Death Penalty:  Justice or Vengeance?  Note:  An original title is not underlined or put in quotation marks.  An underlined title shows it is the title of a book, and quotes indicate a title is borrowed from an article or story.  
Final Exam Grades:  These are HCC’s property, so they cannot be returned.  They will be retained for one semester and then destroyed
Final Course Grades:  These will be posted on the internet about a week after the Final Exam.  To access your grades, follow the directions on the HCC website.  Note:  To insure confidentiality, students’ grades will not be given by email or voice mail.
Email: ronique.hinchen@hccs.edu and myenglishprofessor1908@gmail.com 

[image: image2.jpg]KEEP
CALM

AND

ACE YOUR
FINAL EXAMS




*Houston Community College          Prof. Hinchen-Bryan   
    English 1301 Final Exam Essay



