Elements of the Short Story Notes

Plot: What happens in a story. It is made up of a series of related events that include the exposition, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.
· Exposition: introduction of time, place, and characters
· Conflict: a struggle between opposing people or forces—the problem that moves the story
· Rising action: complications/problems that keep the plot from moving too smoothly toward its resolution, create excitement or interest in the story
· Climax: turning point in the story; point at which the conflict comes to a head. A brief moment in time.

· Falling action: action leading to the solution
· Resolution: shows how the situation turns out; ties up loose ends—“…and they lived happily ever after.”
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Elements of the Short Story Notes
Setting:
Sets the stage for the story. It explains the time and place of the action. Time can include not only the historical period—past, present, or future—but also a specific year, season, or time of day. Place may involve not only the geographic place—a region, country, state, or town—but also the social, economic or cultural environment.

Point of View (P.O.V.):
Who is telling the story. It is told in terms of first or third person. In a story written from the first person P.O.V., the narrator is a character in the story and uses pronouns such as “I”, “me”, and “we”. In a work written           from the third person limited P.O.V., the narrator is not a character in the story, only knows what a character says or does and the narrator never uses the pronouns “I”, “me”, or “we”. In a third person work, these words are used only in the dialogue.

In third person omniscient, the narrator is like god, knows everything a character thinks, feels, or does
Conflict:
A struggle between opposing people or forces. These forces may be characters, events, or circumstances which create the action in a story. There are two basic types of conflict, internal and external,  into which all types fit:

External conflict:

· Person vs. Person (ex = a woman running from a mass murderer)
· Person vs. Society (ex = a man fighting to ban books in U.S.)

· Person vs. Nature (a person trapped by an avalanche)

· Person vs. Machine
Internal conflict:

· Person vs. Idea (a person struggling with the idea of religion)

· Person vs. Self (a person contemplating a tough decision)
Characters:

The people who carry on the action in a story. They can be described as major or minor characters or protagonist (the guy you want to win) and antagonist (the guy who want to lose). The protagonist is the main character, and the antagonist is the person/thing in opposition.

Direct Characterization:
The author tells you a character’s traits. For example, “She was one of those pretty, charming, young women. . .”

Indirect Characterization:
The author provides clues about a character by describing what a character looks like, does or says and how other characters react to them. The reader draws conclusions. 
Theme:
The central idea or insight into life that a literary work conveys. It is usually the underlying thought within a story. The theme can also be thought of as the moral or message the writer is trying to present. It is the point or purpose of the work as a whole. It can be stated directly or implied.

Symbol:  
Anything which stands something other than itself. For example, some common symbols: a heart is a shape, but also represents love; white is a color, but also symbolizes purity; a dove is a bird, but also stands for peace; a flag symbolizes a country; and a flashy car may represent wealth.

Irony:

Differences between appearance and reality, expectation and result, or meaning and intention. 
· verbal irony, words are used to suggest the opposite of what is meant 
· dramatic irony there is a contradiction between what a character thinks and what the reader or audience knows to be true 
· irony of situation an event occurs that directly contradicts the expectations of the characters, the reader, or the audience
Characteristics of a short story:

· Short enough for us to read through it at one sitting without interruption

· Streamlined—aims at a single, unified effect; one main plot, generally no sub-plots

· Limited number of characters and covers only a short span of time

· Relates a highly dramatic or crucial time in the lives of the characters and then usually ends quickly

· Fiction
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