Speech1318 - Student Assignments Summary


Interpersonal Reflection Papers:  These papers are short reflection papers based on your own communication style with others.  There will be three papers.  Each one will be one to two pages discussing the following three relationships:

· Relationship with a family member (not including spouses or life partners)

· Relationship with a non-family member such as a friend or coworker

· A romantic relationship, past or present

On the due date of the third paper the student will present their three reflections to class in a 2 – 4 minute analysis of the following: 1) what communication differences did they note in the three relationships, 2) what communication similarities in the three relationships 3) their overall analysis of the role communication plays in relationship maintenance. Use of a presentation aid is optional but encouraged.

Magazine Article Assignment:  
This assignment is designed to show the vast amount of advice that is given regarding interpersonal communication.  You will find FIVE articles from any magazine and/or newspaper regarding the information covered in the text.  These can either be in hard copy or from online.  You will compare these articles to the readings and class notes to determine what concept or theory is being discussed.  You will then explain whether or not the article agrees or disagrees with the text. A copy of the web link or scanned photocopy of each article and your analysis are to be handed in at the designated time. 

The presentation will be a 1 -3 minute presentation of the article you found most interesting or most closely related to the concepts from class and your overall analysis including an article summary and the key concepts it most specifically relates.

Suggested sites for articles:

www.psychologytoday.com  
http://www.parents.com/ 
http://www.forbes.com/ 
http://www.cosmopolitan.com/ 
http://www.gq.com/ 
Group Project:  Field Survey of Nonverbal Behavior

You will work with other classmates as a group to conduct this field survey.  After the field survey the groups will presents a two to four page group report of the survey as detailed below and each individual will write a one to two page analysis of the survey and their field study experience.  Students will also evaluate their peers and group communication.  In addition, each group will share the survey experience with the rest of the class in a formal group presentation.  This will be a 5 – 10 minute presentation of the field study, the group conclusions and testimony from each group member of their experience.  Use of presentation aids is optional.
The group has to make a decision regarding (1) the type of nonverbal behavior to be investigated, (2) the method adopted to conduct the survey, and (3) the place in which the survey method will be implemented.  

· Your group can choose to investigate any type(s) of nonverbal behavior which include but are not limited to:


Body Language (Gestures and Body Movement)


Facial Expression and Eye Contact


Touch





Personal Space and Territoriality

· The following should be included in your written report:

a. The date, time and place of your field study

b. The names of the others in your groups

c. A description of your method as actually implemented

d. A summary of the results

e. An analysis of the results based on relevant theories/concepts

*If your group has an idea that is not listed, please ask the instructor about your idea as a possible alternative.


Research Paper:  This project includes a three to four page double spaced, typed paper and a presentation.  The paper will be written in MLA format.  This paper will require the use of the course materials; text, class notes and lectures, class discussions, your own analysis of the course material, and at least one external source that relates to the topic chosen. You are asked to analyze one of the following topics:

· The influence of mass media on interpersonal relationships.  This can be an overall analysis of the media’s general influence or more specific to one aspect of media, such as films or television.

· The role modern virtual technology, such as the phenomenon of Facebook or in general, has played in interpersonal relationships

· The role of good communication in a specific interpersonal relationship, such as one of the relationships analyzed in the reflection papers or from an academic perspective.

· The role of conflict and how conflict resolution affects interpersonal relationships.

More details will be discussed within the first few weeks of class (this will include a detailed description of the assignment). 
Students will submit their final research topic for approval and a rough draft outline on the dates specified on the syllabus calendar.   This will count for 10% of the final paper grade. 

The outline is worth 10 points towards the final research paper grade and NO PAPER will be accepted without first submitting the outline.
Research papers are to be submitted to the Turn It In link on the Eagle Online Page for the course.  Papers that are not submitted to the Turn It In link will not be accepted.
