ENGLISH 2327/10976: EARLY AMERICAN LITERATURE

Fall 2016
TTH 12:30-2:00 p.m.

SJAC 303
DR. SHARON KLANDER

Office:  SJAC 215
713-718-6626

sharon.klander@hccs.edu
Required Text: The Norton Anthology of American Literature, 8th Edition, Vols. A & B

(YOU MUST OWN—OR HAVE RENTED—A COPY OF THIS TEXT NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AUGUST 30th)

Course Content: In this course, students do extensive reading of American Literature from the colonial period through the Civil War.  Reading assignments include representative works of cultural diversity, such as Native American oral narratives; narratives of conquest; Puritan literature, including sermons, journals, histories, captivity narratives, and poetry; women’s literature; and slave narratives.  Examples of fiction, essays, and poetry represent American Romanticism and Transcendentalism.  In their research, students read literary criticism which may reflect the view of scholars from other cultures. 

Course Objectives and Requirements:  Students who successfully complete English 2327 with a final grade of "C" or above will have demonstrated the ability to:

1.  Complete and comprehend reading assignments.  Assignments vary in length, but please

be aware of the following statement from the general catalogue of HCCS:  "Generally, a student in academic courses needs a minimum of 2 hours outside class for each hour of classroom discussion."  (If your schedule doesn't allow for this commitment, please consider revising it).

2.   Attend class regularly.  Multiple absences and tardiness may affect your grade.  HCCS 

policy allows for Instructors to drop any student who misses more than six hours of instruction.  Arriving more than 15 minutes late may be counted as an absence.

3.   Participate in at least one oral presentation.

4.   Explain and illustrate American literature from the Colonial Period to the Civil War 

within the contexts of literary forms, literary time periods, cultural assumptions, philosophical attitudes, political trends, and re-definitions of religion and nature.    

5.   Express clearly and support convincingly a thesis which argues an interpretation or 

      analysis of American literature.

6.   Quote from secondary sources without plagiarism.

7.    Maintain an overall average of 70% or above on written assignments and texts.

Required Course Work:

VERY IMPORTANT!!!!!!! READINGS, as assigned, and 

      PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS

OUT-OF-CLASS RESPONSE ESSAYS (minimum 500 words each)


10%

DUE: Every Thursday, beginning September 1st
GLOSSERY OF TERMS (every 15 words will earn credit as an out-of-class


response essay)

ALPHABET PRIMER CONCERNING YOUR ASSIGNED WRITER

10%

DUE:  Thursday, December 1st
ORAL PRESENTATION







20%


Please prepare a presentation regarding your assigned writer, including


biographical material and the explication and discussion of a short 

portion of the writer's work from the text.  You may read from notecards, 

from a manuscript, or from memory--you are not required to turn in an accompanying paper.  Feel free to prepare audio, video, overhead 

projection, or poster enhancements to your presentation.  PLEASE DO 

NOT SIMPLY READ VERBATIM OF YOUR WRITER'S LIFE OR 

WORK FROM TEXT THAT IS NOT YOUR OWN.  THIS WOULD CONSTITUTE PLAGIARISM, AND YOU WOULD BE GRADED ACCORDINGLY.  YOU MUST PREPARE YOUR PRESENTATION 
AFTER CONSULTING YOUR SOURCES.  DUE:  AS SCHEDULED.

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY






20%


For this assignment you will be required to locate three separate critical


studies (not book reviews) written by three different literary scholars


regarding the work of your chosen writer and then to thoroughly 


summarize the articles so that the thesis and main supporting points


of each article are clear.  In general, summaries of this type include

at least one and no more than three direct quotes (for the most part, 

these will be quotes of phrases, etc. worked into your own writing) ; 

each summary should be one-two paragraphs long.  Of course, your

bibliography will open each summary with the identification of the 

article in MLA form.  You must locate your sources in a library or on a 

library’s scholarly database; internet-only sources are at times unreliable 
and thus are not allowed.  This is secondary research; therefore, you will not formulate any critical thesis of your own about this writer.  You will simply 
compile and summarize the critical ideas of other scholars.  Please remember 

that any three or more consecutive words taken directly from your sources
MUST be put in quotation marks in order to set it apart from your own 
writing and that any quotes MUST be acknowledged in parenthetical 
documentation according to MLA form.  Neglecting to clearly document 
the original writing of other scholars in this way would result in your plagiarism 

of those sources--which would result in the automatic failure of the assignment.   DUE:  Thursday, October 6th
LITERARY CRITICAL ESSAY (minimum 6 pages typed)



20%

Please propose and support a thesis in a mid-length essay which examines 


an issue discussed during the first week of class (such as, but not limited to, 


nature vs. culture; control of space; definition of wilderness; use of time in 


literature; European vs. American literature; transcendentalism); please 

discuss your thesis ideas with me no later than Tuesday, November 1st.


DUE:  Tuesday, November 22nd.

TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM






20%


Answer in extended essay form three of the four questions listed, 


typed in MLA format. Please support your points with extended

evidence from the texts.


DUE:  Thursday, December 8th

Grading Standards:

The following letter grades will be used:

A (90-100)
=
Exceptionally fine work: superior in mechanics, style, and content

B  (80-89)
=
Above-average work: superior in one or two areas--mechanics, style, 




or content

C  (70-79)
=
Average work: good, unexceptional
D  (60-69)
=
Below-average work: noticeably weak in mechanics, style, and 

content

F   (0-59)
=
Failing work: clearly deficient in mechanics, style, and content

Schedule of Assignments
Week 

I:
Introduction; definitions of wilderness; control of space; nature vs. culture; 
atemporality vs. temporality; different uses of time in narrative; traditional European 
poetic forms; prosody; scansion

II:
Walt Whitman’s “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,” “Song of Myself,” and “Reconciliation”; 
a new American poetics in both form and content

III:
Emily Dickinson; redefinition of the muse, spirituality, and gender 
IV:
Transcendentalism:  Emerson’s “Self-Reliance” and “The Poet”
V:
American Indian creation stories: Pueblo, Iroquois, Pima

VI:
Conquest and First Encounter Narratives: Columbus, De Vaca, Juet, Heckewelder, 
and Underhill
VII:
Puritan Captivity Narratives: Mary Rowlandson; Puritan Non-Fiction Prose: Samuel 
Sewell, “The Selling of Joseph: A Memorial”
VIII:
Puritan and Mid-18th Century Poetry: Anne Bradstreet, Edward Taylor, Phillis 
Wheatley
IX:
Language: Roger Williams, New England Primer

X:
Slavery: William Lloyd Garrison, Angelina Grimké, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, and Frances Ellen Watkins Harper
XI:
Women’s Rights: Judith Sargent Murray’s “On the Equality of the Sexes”; Lydia 
Maria Child, Letter XXXIV “Women’s Rights”; Margaret Fuller, “The Great 
Lawsuit”; Fanny Fern, read all except Ruth Hall
XII:
Nationalism, Deism, Democracy: Jefferson, Paine

XIII:
Political Speech: Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address”
:

XIV:
Romanticism: all excerpts from Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick
XV:
Catch up and review
General Course Policy
*
All course work must be completed.

*
All papers done outside of class will be typed in MLA (Modern Language Association) form.  You will find the requirements for MLA form in your Handbook; you may also pick up a set of MLA guidelines from the HCC library.

*
Please fasten ALL of your multi-page papers with a single staple in the upper left-hand corner; do not use paperclips or any type of paper or plastic folders.  Because I  do not accept papers that are not stapled, please staple them before class. 

*
IMPORTANT!  Keep a PAPER COPY of any paper you turn in.

*
I do not accept late Weekly Response Essays.  I will accept late papers; however, 
10 points will be subtracted from your grade for each class day past the due date.

*
I DO NOT accept papers by email.

*
Please remember that I check quotes for accuracy in all assignments.  Look up in an English handbook and learn NOW the differences between quoting and paraphrasing--study especially how to avoid plagiarism.  Any instance of plagiarism results in automatic failure of the assignment; any additional instance of plagiarism will result in automatic failure of the entire course.

*
No cell phone usage of any kind is allowed in the classroom.

*
I reserve the right to change this syllabus in any way, at any time, for any reason. 
EGLS—Evaluation for Greater Learning Student Survey System:

At Houston Community College, professors believe that thoughtful student feedback is necessary to improve teaching and learning.  During a designated time, you will be asked to answer a short online survey of research-based questions related to your instruction.  The anonymous results of the survey will be made available to your professors and division chairs for continual improvement of instruction.  Look for the survey as part of the Houston Community College System online near the end of the term. 

ADA ACCOMMODATION STATEMENT:

Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the Disability Services Office at the respective college at the beginning of each semester.  Faculty is authorized to provide only the accommodations requested by the Disability Support Services Office.

The ADA Web site is located at www.hccs.edu, where you should click "Future Students," then scroll down the page and click "Disability Information."  You can also reach the ADA Counselors office at Central Campus by telephone, 713-718-6164.

