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I plan to become an English professor.  A professor is someone who provides instruction to students at the collegiate level.  In order to become an English professor one must attain a bachelor’s degree in English, a Master’s degree in English, and maybe even a Doctorate’s degree in English depending upon the type of institution desired to teach.  There is no professional exam required in order to become a professor.  I will need to take several classes in higher level English; such classes will include various literature courses and advanced grammar.  The typical starting salary for an English professor varies.  Many believe that rising tuition prices are due to high professor salaries, in most cases this is not accurate (June).  Salaries range from $30,720 to $130,510 with a median salary of $62, 050 depending upon what level or discipline is being taught and the level of rank at the institution (“Post-Secondary Teachers”).  A professor can expect to work anywhere from 20-40 hours per week.   

There are many positive aspects about this career.  One is the hours worked, a professor can work only 20 hours per week!  Professors are often only required to meet their assigned classes and then hold office hours.  The second positive aspect is the flexibility in the scheduling.  A professor can create a schedule that allows them to only work two days a week, work from home by teaching classes online, or teach hybrid classes meeting once a week (Hoyle 37).  Two negative aspects of this career are that you may have to go to school for a long time and it may be difficult to find a full time position.  Most professors who work at a university have a doctorate degree.  This requires you to attend school for up to eight years.   Many professors are known as adjunct professors.  Adjunct professors are paid per class and are used on an as needed basis.  The second negative aspect is the job outlook.  Although there are a good number of jobs, they can be difficult to find.  One might have to move to an undesirable location to find a full-time position (“Post-Secondary Teachers”).   
Professor jobs can be located in almost any city and almost every country.  Thus there are opportunities to teach all over the nation and world.  Major companies that hire professors in this area are the Houston Community College System, Lone Star College System, Texas Southern University, and the University of Houston System.  English professors can join professional organizations such as the National Association of College Professors, the Texas Community College Teachers Association, and the College Reading and Learning Association.
My personality type is ENTJ.  People with this personality type are known to be driven to turn theories into plans, highly value knowledge, are future-oriented, and usually possess excellent verbal communication skills.  All of these traits are essential in becoming an English professor.  I am also a visual learner, as an English professor I can create visual images to teach students like power points and diagrams.  As I study to become a professor I can condense information using tables and Venn diagrams.   My most dominant intelligences are verbal/linguistic and interpersonal.  People with interpersonal skills love to work and interact with others.  As a professor, I could interact with 100s of students every semester. I can also use my linguistic prowess to teach students topics pertaining to English.  Having the ability to speak well will help me deliver my message clearly so that students can understand.  Jean Piaget provided my favorite view of learning; I believe that we learn best by experiencing a wide variety of stimuli such as reading, listening, experimenting, exploring, and questioning (Sherfield & Moody 227).  I will teach students providing opportunities for them to experience learning, this will ensure that my classes are exciting and engaging.  I believe I am well-suited to become an English professor and look forward to the day my dreams become reality.         
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