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HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Introduction to Philosophy, PHIL 1301-0021
Spring 2017, Web-Enhanced (3 Credit Hours)
HCC — System College

Northline Campus, Room 214

M, W 9:30 - 11:00

Philosophy
Syllabus

Instructor: Steven Aspenson
Learning Web Page:

Email: Steven.Aspenson@hccs.edu
Phone: 612-804-6464

Office hours: M, W 12:30-1:30

Course Description:

This course is a study of the major issues in philosophy and/or the work of major philosophical
figures in philosophy. Topics in philosophy may include theories of reality, theories of
knowledge, theories of value, and their practical applications (Texas ACGM). It provides a
theoretically diverse introduction to the study of ideas, including arguments and investigations
about abstract and real phenomena, particularly in the areas of knowledge, ethics, and religion
(HCC Course Catalogue). This course stresses the HCC Core Objectives of Critical Thinking,
Communication Skills, Personal Responsibility, and Social Responsibility.

PREREQUISITE(S):
e ENGL 1301 or higher

HCC CORE CURRICULUM:

This course satisfies the Philosophy, Language, and Culture component area or the
Component Area Option in the HCC Core Curriculum. If you are not sure that you need this
course to graduate, please consult with your advisor.

Course Goals:
Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Read, analyze, and critique philosophical texts.

2. Demonstrate knowledge of key concepts, major arguments, problems, and terminology
in philosophy.

3. Present logically persuasive arguments orally.



4. Demonstrate critical thinking skills in evaluation and application of philosophical
concepts to various aspects of life.

5. Evaluate the personal and social responsibilities of living in a diverse world.

Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:
1. Describe the nature of Logic, Metaphysics, Ethics, and Epistemology.
2. Discuss the Problem of Universals and the Great Chain of Being.
3. Describe the differences between Western Philosophy’s main Ethical Theories.
4. Explain how skepticism affected and contributed to the three worldviews of modern
western civilization.
Notice About Online Learning Management Software:

This course will have all examinations delivered in-class.

Adopted Texts:

All readlings are public domain online, via links in PowerPoint files. All PowerPoints are available
at: http.//www.philosophicaladvisor.com/introtophilosoph.htm/

Course Calendar:

[ 118 | Informal Logic [
[1723-25 | Logic cont, |
[1/30-211 | Infarmal Logic 2 [ Logic Practics Quiz
[ 2068 | Allegary of the Cave [ Quiz 1: Informal Logic 206
[211315 | Analogy of the Sun [
T 2rzE Mo Class 2120 Cuiz Z Cave, Sun 2/22
Hobbes' Leviathan - Hobbes Excerpls
[2r27-301 | Aristotla Virue Ethics [
68 Aristotle Excerpts Quiz 3: Hobbes 36
Midterm Exam 38
I35 | Spring Braak Weak [ R-E-L-A-X
3z0-22 | Mill & Bentham Utilitarianism [
[arz7-29 | Kantian Deonlology [
| 4/3-5 | Truth, Facts, Theories, Definilions [ Qluiz 4: Aristatie thru Kanl 415
[4M012 [ Descartes Meditations - Foundationalism |
(411713 | Locke Berkeley Hume [
[4124-26 | Phenomenology | Existentialism [ Quiz 5: TFTD and Skepticism 426
5M1-3 Maiuralized Epistemclogy
‘ ‘ Reformed Episiemology
[ 5@-10 | Review [ Quiz 6: Three Worldviews 56



http://www.philosophicaladvisor.com/introtophilosoph.html

Grading Components and Weights:

Participation 75pts 75pts
6 Quizzes 40pts each 200pts (drop low)
Midterm Exam 100pts 100pts
Final Exam 125pts 125pts
Total 500pts
Grading Policy:

All grades will be calculated according to a percentage of total points. The total number of
points for this term is 500. The term grade legend follows:

A = 90% to 100% (450 to 500 point) 4 points per semester hour
B = 80% to 89.9% (400 to 449 points) 3 points per semester hour
C =70% to 79.9% (350 to 399 points) 2 points per semester hour
D = 60% to 69.9% (300 to 349 points) 1 point per semester hour

F = 0% to 59.9% (000 to 299 points) 0 points per semester hour
FX (Failure due to non-attendance) 0 points per semester hour
IP (In Progress) 0 points per semester hour
W (Withdrawn) 0 points per semester hour
I (Incomplete) 0 points per semester hour
AUD (Audit) 0 points per semester hour

IP (In Progress) is given only in certain developmental courses. The student must re-enroll to
receive credit. COM (Completed) is given in non-credit and continuing education courses.
FINAL GRADE OF FX: Students who stop attending class and do not withdraw themselves prior
to the withdrawal deadline may either be dropped by their professor for excessive absences or
be assigned the final grade of "FX" at the end of the semester. Students who stop attending
classes will receive a grade of "FX", compared to an earned grade of "F" which is due to poor
performance. Logging into a DE course without active participation is seen as non-attending.
Please note that HCC will not disperse financial aid funding for students who have never
attended class.

Students who receive financial aid but fail to attend class will be reported to the Department of
Education and may have to pay back their aid. A grade of "FX" is treated exactly the same as a
grade of "F" in terms of GPA, probation, suspension, and satisfactory academic progress.



To compute grade point average (GPA), divide the total grade points by the total number of
semester hours attempted. The grades "IP," "COM" and "I" do not affect GPA.

Late policy:
See Make-up policy.

11 Philosophy Tutoring is available at http.//hccs.askonline.net/ Please use it if you need it !

Academic Honesty:

You are expected to rely exclusively on your own understanding in completing tests in this
course. If you are observed cheating on a test, you will receive a zero on that test. A second
offense may result in your expulsion from the class.

Make-up Policy:

Late Test Policy (a test is either a quiz, midterm, or final): You must notify me in advance if you
are going to miss a test. Failure to notify beforehand results in a zero for that test. If you notify
me in advance, your first missed test can be made up in the Testing Center without deduction.
Subsequent missed tests receive an automatic deduction (5pts for quizzes, 10pts for midterm,
15pts for final) and must be made up in the Testing Center.

Attendance and Withdrawal Policy:

HCC Students are expected to attend class regularly. A daily record of absences will be
maintained throughout the semester. NOTE: It is the responsibility of the student to drop, or
officially withdraw from this course. Your instructor will withdraw a student if and only if
provided a written request from that student. Additionally, system-wide rules affect
withdrawals:

(1) Students who repeat a course for a third, or more times, may face a significant
tuition/fee increase at HCC and other Texas public colleges and universities.

(2) The Texas Legislature passed a law limiting new students (those starting college in Fall
2007) to no more than six total course withdrawals throughout their academic career in
obtaining a baccalaureate degree. There may be future penalties imposed.

(3) No student may withdraw from a course following the set "last date to withdraw", which
for Spring 2017 on XXXXXXX, XXXXXXX XX at X:XX XX. After that date and time, a
student can only be given a grade earned, or an "I" for incomplete. Incompletes must
be made up by the end of the following long semester, after which they will
automatically change to a grade of "F". Students receiving an “I” for a course are
ineligible for graduation until the “I" has been removed from a student’s transcript.


http://hccs.askonline.net/

Students with Disabilities:

The HCC Accessibility website is located at the following url:
http://www.hccs.edu/district/departments/accessibility/. You will find information about the
types of assistance offered to students with special instructional needs on that web page. You
will also find contact information for your college’s ADA compliance and accessibility office.

For questions, please contact Donna Price at 713.718.5165 or the ADA counselor at your college
campus. You can find a list of counselors here.

EGLS3 — Evaluation for Greater Learning Student Survey System:

At Houston Community College, professors believe that thoughtful student feedback is
necessary to improve teaching and learning. During a designated time near the end of the term,
you will be asked to answer a short online survey of research-based questions related to
instruction. The anonymous results of the survey will be made available to your professors and
department chairs for continual improvement of instruction. Look for the survey as part of the
Houston Community College Student System online near the end of the term.


http://www.hccs.edu/district/departments/accessibility/
http://www.hccs.edu/district/departments/accessibility/ada-counselors/#d.en.176881

