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MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY



CAMBRIDGE AGREEMENT OF 1629

HOLD ALL STOCKHOLDER MEETINGS IN NEW 

ENGLAND

GENERAL COURT 

“FREEMAN” – CAN PARTICIPATE IN 

GOVERNMENT

ONLY MALE CHURCH MEMBERS GAIN FULL 

CITIZENSHIP STATUS AS VOTERS…

TECHNICALLY NOT A THEOCRACY 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY



COMMUNITY EXERTS CONTROL OVER INDIVIDUAL 

LIVES…

1635 LAW STATED INHABITANTS HAD TO LIVE 

WITHIN A HALF A MILE OF THE TOWN CHURCH…

EUROPEAN OPEN-FIELD SYSTEM

ADVOCATED LITERACY

TOWNS SOON HAVE TO PAY TAXES FOR SCHOOLS 

FOR CHILDREN…

MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY



INTERNAL CONTROVERSIES OVERRODE ALL 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

ROGER WILLIAMS

CLASH WITH BOTH THE PILGRIMS AT PLYMOUTH 

BAY & THE BAY COLONY 

BELIEVED PURITANS AND PILGRIMS WERE 

THIEVES BECAUSE THEY HAD NOT PURCHASED 

THEIR LAND FROM NATIVE AMERICANS

REJECTS INFLUENCE OF POLITICS IN THE 

CHURCH

MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY 



1635: ROGER WILLIAMS BANISHED

PURCHASES LAND FROM NARRAGANSETT 

NATIVE AMERICANS FOR A NEW COMMUNITY…

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

PERSONAL CONSCIENCE CALLS FOR 

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

ANNE HUTCHINSON 

MYSTICAL ELEMENT

HUTCHINSON - CHURCH IS NOT 

NECESSARY FOR THOSE TRULY IN THE 

GRACE OF GOD…

MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY 



ANTINOMIAN – FAITH ALONE IS NECESSARY 

FOR SALVATION…

TO MANY IT SEEMED HUTCHINSON WAS 

ADVOCATING SOCIAL ANARCHY 

1637: BAY COLONY CLERGY BANISH JOHN 

WHEELWRIGHT, THE BROTHER-IN-LAW OF 

HUTCHINSON

ANNE HUTCHINSON SETTLES IN NEW 

NETHERLANDS…

MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY 



1663: RHODE ISLAND RECEIVES DISTINCT 

CHARTER FROM CHARLES II THAT MAKES IT 

UNIQUE IN PROTESTANT NEW ENGLAND

1681: NEW HAMPSHIRE BECOMES A SEPARATE 

COLONY 

1630S: CONNECTICUT EMERGES AS SEPARATE 

COLONY 

THOMAS HOOKER SETTLES IN THE CONNECTICUT 

RIVER VALLEY

JOHN DAVENPORT ESTABLISHES NEW HAVEN

RELATIONS WITH NATIVE 
AMERICANS



1639: FUNDAMENTAL ORDERS OF CONNECTICUT 

ALL MALE PROPERTY HOLDERS CAN VOTE

HOOKER’S FOLLOWERS SETTLE ON THE LAND OF 

THE PEQUOTS 

MAIN VILLAGE OF PEQUOT BURNT, OVER 400 

CHILDREN, WOMEN AND MEN DIE IN FLAMES…

JOHN ELIOT TRANSLATES BIBLE INTO 

ALGONQUIAN TONGUE

IN THE END MOST NATIVE AMERICAN PEOPLES 

REFUSE CONVERSION…

RELATIONS WITH NATIVE 
AMERICANS



BY THE 1650S RELIGIOUS ZEAL IS 

ERODING IN FAVOR OF MATERIAL 

PROSPERITY…

BY 1700S NEW ENGLANDERS ARE ALSO 

TURNING TOWARDS SLAVERY AS A PATH TO 

PROSPERITY…

PORTUGUESE MAKE FIRST EUROPEAN 

CONTACTS WITH SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA…

PORTUGUESE EXPEDITIONS BEGIN A TRADE 

THAT BRUTALLY AND FORCIBLY RELOCATE 

15 – 20 MILLION AFRICANS TO THE 

AMERICAS OVER THE COURSE OF THREE 

CENTURIES…

Commercial values & the rise of Slavery



AFRICAN KINGDOMS & CENTERS OF 

LEARNING

GHANA

EMPIRE OF MALI – TIMBUKTU 

KINGDOM OF KONGO

INITIAL TRADE OF FIREARMS FOR HUMAN 

SLAVES BECOMES A FULL-FLEDGED CYCLE 

COFFLES 

BARRACOONS

 20% FORCED ONTO SLAVE SHIPS DO NOT 

SURVIVE THE JOURNEY…

Commercial values & the rise of Slavery



 P R E V A L E N C E  O F  S L A V E RY  D E C R E A S I N G  I N  
E U R O P E  ( E A S T E R N  &  C E N T R A L )

 G E N O C I D E  O F  I N D I G E N O US  P E O P L E S  O F  S O U T H  
A M E R I C A  L E A D S  S PA N I S H  &  P O R T U GU E S E  

AU T H O R I T I E S  T O  I N I T I AT E  E N S L A V E M E N T  O F  
A F R I C A N  P E O P L E S  

 1 4 2 0 :  P O R T U GU E S E  A R E  F I R S T  T O  S E N D  A R M E D  
S H I P S  O F F  T H E  C O A S T  O F  A F R I C A  ( L AT E R  

A S I A )  T O  E I T H E R  S E I Z E  L O C A L  I N H A B I TA N T S  
O R  B A R T E R  W I T H  T H E  AU T H O R I T I E S  

Rise of Slavery in the Western Hemisphere 



 B I NA RY  V I E W  I S  A H I S T O R I C A L  ;  D E P R I V E S  
A F R I C A N S  O F  A G E N C Y

 A F R I C A N  A G E N C Y  C A N N O T  B E  &  S H O U L D  N O T  
B E  D E N I E D

 W H AT  I S  A G E N C Y ?  

 A F R I C A N  K I N G D O M S,  NAT I O N S  &  T R I B E S  D O  
E N GA G E  I N  S O M E  F O R M S  O F  S L A V E RY  B U T  

U N D E R  C O M P L E T E LY  D I F F E R E N T  
C I R C U M S TA N C E S  ;  C O M P U L S I O N  O F  W A R  

 H O W E V E R ,  C H AT T E L  S L A V E RY  A S  W I L L  B E   
P R A C T I S E D  BY  E U R O P E A N  P O W E R S  I S  N O N  –

E X I S T E N T  I N  A F R I C A   

Rise of Slavery in the Western Hemisphere 



 S PA N I S H ,  P O R T U GU E S E ,  E N GL I S H ,  F R E N C H ,  
D U T C H  I N S T I T U T I O N  O F  S L A V E RY  I S  
P R E D I C AT E D  O N  C R O P/ C O M M O D I T Y  

P R O D UC T I O N  

 R A C E / C O L O R O F  T H E  E N S L A V E D  I S  P R I M A RY  
C O N S I D E R AT I O N  

 A LT H O U GH  W E S T E R N  E U R O P E A N  P O W E R S  A R E  
O N  O C C A S I O N  N O T  A V E R S E  T O  S E L L I N G  

E U R O P E A N  C O M P E T I T O R S  I N T O  S L A V E RY  

 1 6 5 4 :  D U T C H  F O R C E S  F R O M  N E W  A M S T E R DA M  
S E L L  S W E D I S H  S E T T L E R S  C A P T U R E D  I N  T H E  

P E N N S Y L V A N I A  R E GI O N   

Rise of Slavery in the Western Hemisphere 



 T H E  T R A D E  I N  E N S L A V E D  P E O P L E  F RO M  
A F R I C A  I S  N O T  A N  I S O L AT E D  P H E N O M E N O N

 C H AT T E L  S L A V E RY  D R I V E S  T H E  E N GI N E S  O F  
C A P I TA L I S M  I N  E U R O P E  A N D  T H E  U N I T E D  

S TAT E S

 O T H E R  T R A D E  I N  E N S L A V E D  P E O P L E  ;  S UC H  
A S  T H E  A R A B  S L A V E  T R A D E  B A S E D  I N  

Z A N Z I B A R  W A S  N O T  L I N K E D  T O  C A P I TA L I S T  
G R O W T H  A N D  H A D  C O L L A P S E D  B E F O R E  T H E  

R I S E  O F  E U R O P E A N  T R A D E  I N  E N S L A V E D  
P E O P L E  

 O T T O M A N  E M P I R E ;  P R I M A R I LY  T O  C R E AT E  A  
C O R P S  O F  L O YA L  T R O O P S ;  W H O  T H E M S E L V E S  

C O U L D  R I S E  T O  P O S I T I O N S  O F  P O W E R  &  
I N F LU E N C E  

Rise of Slavery in the Western Hemisphere 



1 6 5 0 :  1 5 , 0 0 0  W H I T E  E N GL I S H  S E T T L E R S  &  5 0 0  
A F R I C A N S  I N  V I R GI N I A

H O W E V E R  G R O W I N G  R A C I A L  D I S C R I M I NAT I O N  
A GA I N S T  A F R I C A N S  I S  A N  I N D I C AT I O N  O F  T H E  

S H I F T …

1 6 6 2 :  V I R GI N I A  D E C R E E S  S L A V E RY  I S  A N  
‘ I N H E R I T E D  S TAT US ’  T H R O U GH  T H E  C O N D I T I O N  

O F  T H E  M O T H E R .  

I M P R O V I N G  E C O N O M I C  C O N D I T I O N S  I N  
E N GL A N D  M E A N  T H AT  S U P P LY  O F  I N D E N T U R E D  

S E R V A N T S  I S  D RY I N G  O U T

SLAVERY IN MARYLAND & VIRGINIA



 C O N T R A RY  T O  P O P U L A R  M Y T H ,  N O R T H E R N  
E N GL I S H  C O L O N I E S  A R E  A S  H E A V I LY  

I N V O L V E D  I N  S L A V E RY  A S  T H E  S O U T H E R N  
C O L O N I E S  

 B O S T O N,  P R O V I D E N C E ,  B R I S T O L  W E R E  
N O R T H E R N  C E N T E R S  O F  T H E  S L A V E  T R A D E  I N  

S E V E N T E E N T H  &  E I GH T E E N T H  C E N T U R I E S  
W H E N  P R O F I T S  E X C E E D E D  F I F T E E N  H U N D R E D  

P E R C E N T  

 1 7 3 9 :  S T O N O  R E B E L L I O N  I N  S O U T H  C A R O L I NA  
I S  A  H A R B I N G E R  O F  F R E Q U E N T  R E B E L L I O N S  &  

U P R I S I N G S  

 R E B E L L I O N S  I N  T H E  C O N T E X T  O F  E U R O P E A N  
R I V A L RY  

The bonds of slavery between northern and 
southern English colonies 


