GOVERNMENT 2305

UNIT 2 TEST – VERSION A
(ANSWERS INDICATED IN RED FONT)

Print your name, subject, and date in spaces indicated on the SCANTRON FORM NO. 882

Print “A” in the Test No. Space

Multiple Choice:  Answer all questions.  Each question is worth 1 point.  Cumulative value of the multiple choice questions is 60 points.


1.
Public opinion is best defined as:


a.
thoroughly informed attitudes about government performance


b.
a random sample survey of voters during an election


c.
people’s core values


d.
what the public thinks about government and politics


e.
beliefs that remain stable throughout one’s life


2.
Public opinion research shows that broad beliefs such as what a person wants from 
government:


a.
form early in life


b.
are typically unstable throughout life


c.
vary from the ages of eighteen through forty-five, but then stabilize


d.
are difficult for researchers to measure, since so little is known about them


e.
form later in life after age thirty, when a person learns more about how government 
operates


3.
People often form opinions on the spot, meaning that:


a.
those opinions have essentially no meaning to the people who profess them


b.
people rely very heavily on their principles in formulating opinions


c.
people are sensitive to, and form their opinions based on, what they have recently seen 
or heard


d.
their opinions are ill-informed and elected officials should simply ignore them


e.
most of the research on public opinion should not be taken seriously


4.
People often express different opinions on the same issue when asked about it at 
different times. This is because:


a.
they have changed their minds after careful thought


b.
the information that comes to mind when asked for their opinion changes


c.
their principles, or values, have changed


d.
the questions in most surveys are poorly worded


e.
all surveys have sampling error


5.
Political socialization refers to:


a.
the process by which people become educated about democratic principles


b.
attitudes toward social issues that come up in politics


c.
the influence of politicians on people’s views about society


d.
the process by which an individual’s political opinions are shaped by other people and the 
surrounding culture


e.
the amount of time people spend socializing in a political environment


6.
Many people’s political opinions such as ideology and level of trust in others:


a.
start with what they learned from their parents


b.
are heavily influenced by the mass media


c.
are primarily influenced by the success or failure of a president


d.
start with how much they learn about government in school at a young age


e.
change significantly with age


7.
A ________ is defined as a large number of people who change from identifying with 
one political party to identifying with the other.


a.
partisan event


b.
realignment


c.
policy mood shift


d.
partisan conceptualization


e.
political movement


8.
A Pew Research Center survey of 1,500 randomly selected people, with a sampling error 
of +/-3, showed that 52 percent of the respondents viewed the military effort in 
Afghanistan to be going well. Based on this result, what percentage of the population 
views the military effort in Afghanistan to be going well?


a.
52 percent


b.
anywhere from 49 to 52 percent


c.
anywhere from 52 to 55 percent


d.
anywhere from 49 to 55 percent


e.
sampling error and the question wording make it impossible to determine


9.
A ________ is a way to measure public opinion by interviewing ________ population.


a.
mass survey; the entire


b.
mass survey; a random sample of the


c.
focus group; the entire


d.
focus group; a large sample of the


e.
push poll; a random sample of the


10.
The purpose of a mass survey is to:


a.
influence the public to support a particular candidate or policy


b.
measure the opinions of a particular population

c.
instruct elected officials on how to vote on legislation


d.
educate and inform the public about details of public policy


e.
influence the President to propose specific programs

11.
A ________ is a subgroup that is carefully chosen from a larger group of people.


a.
random sample


b.
population


c.
push poll


d.
sampling error


e.
target population


12.
A mass survey that seeks to understand public opinion toward a program proposed by 
the President would likely rely on:


a.
a sample that attempted to contact the entire U.S. population


b.
an oversample of only those who have voted in the previous election


c.
a random sample of individuals who are registered to vote


d. 
an oversample of those who are highly educated, to ensure the questions are answered 
correctly


e.
a random sample of between a 1000 and 1500 individuals


13. What kind of poll is used to affect, rather than measure, public opinion?


a.
a push poll


b.
a robo poll


c.
a random sample poll


d.
an exit poll


e.
an opinion poll that relies on random digit dialing


14.
One way to get a good sample for a mass survey is with the use of:


a.
volunteered responses


b.
random digit dialing


c.
issue scales


d.
push polls


e.
face-to-face interviews conducted between the hours of 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. from Monday 
through Friday

15.
Internet polls are usually not reliable because:


a.
there is often a liberal bias in these polls


b.
the sample is not random


c.
of the frequency of computer users hitting the wrong key


d.
many older Americans struggle to read from a computer screen and are prone to making 
errors in their responses


e.
Internet polling firms are new to the business and are more likely to make errors


16.
Social desirability bias is a problem for surveys because:


a.
it increases sampling error


b.
the results fail to account for the opinions of the poor


c.
the answers from respondents are not truthful


d.
it skews the results in favor of Republican candidates


e.
it skews the results in favor of Democratic candidates


17.
Over the last three decades, how have the ideological views of the American public 
changed?


a.
There has been a significant increase in the number of conservatives.


b.
There has been a significant increase in the number of moderates.


c.
There has been a significant increase in the number of liberals.


d.
There has been no significant increase among liberals, moderates, or conservatives.


e.
There is no conclusive evidence on this subject.


18.
When policy mood leans in a liberal direction, how does government tend to respond?


a.
by giving tax cuts and tax credits to corporations


b.
by reducing civil liberties


c.
by expanding the federal government’s role in different programs


d.
by cutting off foreign trade


e.
by following policies designed to reduce deficit spending


19.
Which of the following is the best explanation for situations when government policy runs 
counter to public opinion?


a.
It happens when there is no public consensus on what government should do.


b.
It happens when politicians take money from special interests.


c.
It happens when politicians stay in office for many years and become indifferent to public 
opinion.


d.
It happens when politicians win elections easily and become arrogant.


e.
It happens when party leaders become too powerful and can strong-arm members of 
Congress to vote with the party rather than with the public.


20.
All of the following are trends experienced by newspapers in recent years EXCEPT:


a.
increasing ownership by large chains


b.
decreasing circulation


c.
reductions in the number of reporters


d.
increase of online readers


e.
increase in the number of people who read a printed newspaper

21.
The major nationwide talk radio shows generally offer:


a.
a politically liberal point of view


b.
a politically conservative point of view


c.
extensive news coverage throughout the day


d.
a diversity of viewpoints


e.
equal time to Democratic and Republican viewpoints


22.
Which of the following characteristics reduces the effectiveness of the Internet in creating 
informed citizens?


a.
lower barriers to publication on the Internet


b.
decreased competition among different media outlets because of the Internet


c.
availability of search engines for finding sites


d.
availability of videos of important political events


e.
unreliability of many Internet sources


23.
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has regulatory oversight over which of 
the following?


a.
broadcast TV


b.
cable TV


c.
Internet content


d.
newspapers



e.
Facebook

24. The Internet  


a.   is not a major source of news and information.


b.   is the most preferred source of news and information for all age groups.   


c.   is the most preferred source of news and information for persons over 65.


d.   is preferred over TV as a source of news and information by young Americans.


e.
is generally considered to be the most reliable source of news and information


25. Major functions of the mass media in the United States include all of the following except     

a.   entertainment.


b.   conducting elections.


c.   reporting the news.


d.   providing a political forum.


e.   making profits.


26.
A political party is:


a.
an organization committed to improving the democratic process


b.
an organization with the primary purpose of satisfying all political interests and factions


c.
an organization committed to bringing about systematic change in the political system


d.
an organization with the primary purpose of raising money for candidates


e.
an organization with the primary purpose of running candidates for political office and 
coordinating the actions of officials elected under the party banner


27.
Which of the following people is in charge of a political party?


a.
the national party chairperson


b.
the Speaker of the House


c.
the president of the United States


d.
the so-called party boss


e.
No single person is in charge of the party.


28.
The leaders and workers of a party at the national, state, and local levels are known as:


a.
the node


b.
the party in government


c.
the party organization


d.
the party in the electorate


e.
the parties in service


29.
The party in government comprises:


a.
members of the party that has the most elected officials


b.
the heads of the major national party organizations, such as the national committee and 
the congressional campaign committees


c.
groups or individuals who share the party label


d.
those politicians who have been elected into office under a party label


e.
elected officials who belong to the party that controls the executive branch


30.
Which of these political parties is the oldest?


a.
Grand Old Party


b.
Democratic Party


c.
Republican Party


d.
Bull Moose Party

e.
Anti-Masonic Party


31.
The term party principle refers to:


a.
the identification of elected officials and citizens with different political parties


b.
groups or individuals who associate with a political party


c.
the idea that parties are more than just groups of elected officials


d.
those politicians who are elected to office under a common party label


e.
the proposition that parties always put their self-interest ahead of the public good


32.
Rewarding party supporters with benefits, like government jobs, is known as:


a.
the civil service system


b.
the spoils system


c.
the party principle


d.
the party machine


e.
political horse-trading


33.
The Republican Party arose in part because:


a.
some political elites decided to put the issue of slavery on the national political agenda


b.
southerners were demanding a more conservative party in American poli-tics


c.
business leaders wanted a party to represent their interests


d.
some political leaders opposed progressive reforms that had recently become law


e.
of public anger at Supreme Court rulings concerning school prayer and abortion


34.
Which important political event led to the New Deal Coalition?


a.
Great Depression


b.
World War I


c.
Civil War


d.
War of 1812


e.
the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor


35.
Which of the following groups became more likely to support the Democratic Party during 
the sixth party system?


a.
African Americans


b.
Catholics


c.
white southerners


d.
white Protestants


e.
the wealthy (those with incomes in the top 1 percentile)


36.
The Democratic National Committee (DNC) and Republican National Committee (RNC):


a.
can both force state and local parties to share their positions on issues


b.
are both unable to force state and local parties to share their positions on issues


c.
operate differently: the DNC can force state and local parties to share its positions on 
issues whereas the RNC cannot


d.
operate differently: the RNC can force state and local parties to share its positions on 
issues whereas the DNC cannot


e.
almost never have contact with their state and local parties because of federal campaign 
finance laws

37.
The fact that parties have brand names means:


a.
the only thing distinguishing them is reputation


b.
their names evoke certain positions or issues


c.
that citizens have a long-standing record of support for a party


d.
that the party leaders can make voters, officials, and organizations do what they want


e.
that citizens are likely to grow tired of their party at some point, as they often do with 
brand-name products, and will shop for a new party

38.
Parties in government have:


a.
become more corrupt than ever before


b.
become more polarized in recent years


c.
seen both parties move to the middle of the ideological spectrum


d.
failed to pass any major legislation since the Reagan presidency


e.
become more cooperative in an effort to appeal to the growing number of independents

39.
The loyalty that people have to one party is called:


a.
party activism


b.
a running tally


c.
their party identification


d.
their brand name


e.
patriotism

40.
When one party controls both the legislature and the presidency, we have:


a.
unified government


b.
divided government


c.
responsible party government


d.
conditional party government


e.
coordinated government

41.
In a typical election, there is an incumbent and a:


a.
challenger 

b.
runoff candidate


c.
minor-party candidate


d.
primary candidate


e.
candidate with no previous political experience


42.
Voters hold incumbents accountable by:


a.
talking to neighbors, friends, and coworkers about the incumbent


b.
speculating about the incumbent’s future performance


c.
considering the incumbent’s past performance


d.
refusing to contribute money to the incumbent’s political campaign


e.
deciding not to vote in the election


43.
An election in which only registered members of a particular party can vote is called a(n):


a.
open primary


b.
blanket primary


c.
general election


d.
closed primary


e.
runoff election


44.
Voters who are unable to go to the polls on Election Day:


a.
give up their right to cast a vote in that election


b.
give up their right to cast a vote in some states, but not in others


c.
may cast a vote late, but not beyond one week after the election


d.
may cast a vote early through an absentee ballot, even without an excuse in some states


e.
may cast a vote through an absentee ballot, but there must be a valid excuse and the 
ballot must be received by the Elections Board no later than one week after the election


45.
In a typical general election for the U.S. House or U.S. Senate, officeholders are elected:


a.
in multimember districts by a plurality of the vote


b.
in single-member districts by a plurality of the vote


c.
in multimember districts by a majority of the vote


d.
in single-member districts by a majority of the vote


e.
in various different ways and formats that are determined by laws in each of the fifty 
states


46.
Any voting system in which the candidate with the most votes wins is called:


a.
proportional voting


b.
majority voting


c.
plurality voting


d.
democratic


e.
republican


47.
Under the rules of proportional allocation, a candidate who received 40 percent of the 
vote in a state with 50 delegates at stake would get roughly ________ delegates.


a.
0


b.
10


c.
20


d.
40


e.
50


48.
Swing states are important to a presidential candidate’s general election strategy 
because:


a.
they favor one party’s candidate over another, which saves the favored candidate money 
to campaign elsewhere


b.
they provide better opportunities for fund-raising


c.
they can be ignored


d.
they can potentially be won by either major-party candidate


e.
they are always small states, so they do not provide that many electoral college votes


49.
A district with no sitting legislator (incumbent) who runs for reelection is called:


a.
an open seat


b.
a closed seat


c.
a party seat


d.
a safe seat


e.
a contested seat

50.
GOTV is an acronym for:


a.
Ground Operation to Victory


b.
Ground Operation to Turnout Voters


c.
Ground or Television campaign activities


d.
Great Opportunity to Vote


e.
Get Out the Vote


51.
Typically, members of which of the following groups do not turn out in large numbers to 
vote?


a.
whites


b.
men


c.
people with only a high school education or less


d.
middle-aged people


e.
women


52.
Which of the following is a key feature of an interest group?


a.
It runs candidates for office.


b.
Its members vote on policies in the legislature.


c.
Its goal is to influence government.


d.
It must have a connected political action committee and run campaign ads.


e.
Its members must all be U.S. citizens according to federal law.


53.
When an interest group contacts a public official and tries to influence public policy, it is 
engaged in:


a.
electioneering


b.
lobbying


c.
pluralism


d.
external strategy


e.
collusion


54.
Which of the following groups spends a lot of money on lobbying and is a citizen group?


a.
Chamber of Commerce


b.
General Motors


c.
American Hospital Association


d.
AARP


e.
American Association for Justice (formerly the American Trial Lawyers Association)


55.
What is the best tactic for an interest group to use in pursuing policy change?


a.
direct lobbying


b.
grassroots lobbying


c.
ballot initiatives


d.
electioneering


e.
Choice of tactic depends on the group and its policy goals.

56.
Selective incentives are important because:


a.
they are public goods


b.
they help groups overcome the collective action problem


c.
they are valued by political entrepreneurs


d.
they allow groups to offer benefits to elected officials in exchange for their support


e.
they allow groups to prevent their political opponents from undermining the group


57.
The term revolving door refers to:


a.
the nature of interest group influence in Washington


b.
movement of individuals between the government and interest groups


c.
the policy expertise of interest group staff members


d.
individuals who move between the private sector and interest groups


e.
the frequent firing and rehiring of staff in the interest group community

58.
Inside strategies usually involve which of the following tactics?


a.
direct lobbying


b.
electioneering


c.
grassroots lobbying


d.
marches on Washington to protest and engage in civil disobedience


e.
attempting to influence elected officials through their constituents

59.
Grassroots lobbying is best defined as:


a.
using high-paid professionals to contact legislators


b.
whipping up public opinion through media contacts


c.
attempting to change what the public thinks about an issue


d.
using group members to contact legislators


e.
using group members to create chaos through mass protest and civil disobedience

60.
A group that can raise money for the purpose of contributing to candidates or spending 
on campaigns is known as a(n):


a.
political action committee


b.
501(c) organization


c.
economic group


d.
peak association


e.
issue advocacy group
Discussion/Short Answer:  Answer at least five of the following questions.  Each question is worth 

8 points.  Cumulative value of the discussion questions is 40 points.

1.
What groups can raise and spend money in election campaigns? What are the different rules and regulations that apply to each of these groups?
2.
Some people believe that campaign advertisements are good, while others believe that they detract from American election campaigns.. Which side are you on? Why?
3.
Describe economic, citizen, and single-issue groups. What are the major characteristics of each? Give examples of each.  

4.
What is the revolving door problem? How does it present a dilemma for government policy making?  Do you think we should be worried about this problem? Why or why not?
5.
Define the terms party organization, party in government, and party in the electorate and describe the role each plays in a political party. 
6.
Two common complaints about political parties in the United States are that there are only two of them and that they are not very different from each other. Are there only two viable political parties? Are they very different from each other? Explain your answers.
7.
Do Americans tend to trust government? What factors can influence the public’s trust in government?
8.
The
most noticeable media trend in the past two decades has been the sudden expansion of the Internet. How does the information on the Internet differ from that available from traditional print and broadcast sources? What are the benefits and drawbacks to obtaining political information on the Internet?
9.   Explain the concept of realignment. Is it still possible today?  Why or why not?
10. 
How do individuals come to hold political opinions?  Discuss at least one primary agent and one secondary agent associated with this process.

