
 

 

 

Welcome to English Composition II 
 

Engl 1302 - Spring 2011, CRN 70502 

           MWTh, 11:53 a.m. – 12:43 p.m. | Seven Lakes High Rm. 1638 

            3 Credit Hours / 48 hours per semester 

16 Weeks: 1/19/2011 – 5/15/2010 

Lecture / Core Curriculum 
 

Instructor:  Timothy West 

 

Contact Information: 
 713-718-5785 

 timothy.west@hccs.edu 

 elearning site: http://learning.nwc.hccs.edu/members/timothy.west 

 Other web-enhanced tool: http://www.classjump.com/twestpoetryinthetheory 

(Look for your CRN) 

 Office Hours, available by appointment 

 

Additional Support:   
 Tutoring and Writing Centers 

o On-Campus tutors in the Katy Campus Writing Center, Room 321, which is located 

across from the third floor Library. Look for posted hours or call 713-718-5841. 
o Writing Center at Spring Branch Campus, South Hall, Room 703.  Look for posted hours 

or call 713-718-5889. 
 On-Line Tutors: http://askonline.net 
  

Prerequisites:   English 1301 or the equivalent 

 

Instructional Materials:  
 Gary Colombo, Robert Cullen, Bonnie Lisle. Rereading America: Cultural 

Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing, Eighth Edition, Bedford/St. Martin’s 

Press. 

 The New McGraw-Hill Handbook. (MH)  

 English 1302 Guidebook (SG) 

 Suggested Text: College Level Dictionary 

 Blue Books for all in-class assignments 

mailto:timothy.west@hccs.edu
http://learning.nwc.hccs.edu/members/timothy.west
http://www.classjump.com/twestpoetryinthetheory
http://askonline.net/


Course Goals:  
 
In English 1302, we seek to provide writing instruction and practice that will help 
students master critical analysis of reading selections (both fiction and non-fiction) 
and the research process, as well as to continue to creatively implement 
persuasive/argumentative writing techniques. All elements of English 1302 require 
students to apply critical thinking and writing skill introduced in English 1301 
 

Course Description:  
A more extensive study of the skills introduced in English 1301 with an emphasis on 

critical thinking, research, documentation techniques, and literary and rhetorical analysis. 

Prerequisite: English 1301 or a satisfactory score on the CLEP Exam. Credit: 3 semester 

hours (3 lecture hours). 
 

English 1302 will be a rigorous course that will help develop students’ rhetorical ability 

not only as readers who analyze arguments, but also as writers who will respond to the 

vast body of persuasive writing you will encounter, especially at the post-secondary level. 

Rather than 1301 which focused primary on analyzing arguments, 1302 will go further to 

push you to formally analyze, research, argue, and write academic essays. The goal is to 

prepare you for the kinds of analytical and persuasive writing that will be required of you 

on the college level. You will be exposed to a broad base of arguments that you may find 

agreeable or not. The broad range or arguments posed in our primary reader is intended to 

strength analytic abilities and, in many cases, offer examples of sound persuasive writing. 

The focus here is to hone the skills needed to carefully examine arguments and identify 

basis for critical analysis or interrogation, and to develop the ability to respond in ways 

that avoid some of the loopholes strong writers learn to avoid. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  
1. Apply basic principles of rhetorical 

analysis 

2. Write essays that classify, explain, 

and evaluate rhetorical and literary 

strategies employed in argument, 

persuasion, and various forms of 

literature. 

3. Identify, differentiate, integrate, and 

synthesize research materials into 

argumentative and/or analytical 

essays. 

4. Employ appropriate documentation 

style and format across the 

spectrum of in-class and out-of-

class written discourse. 

5. Demonstrate library literacy. 



6. Experiment in creative and reflective approaches to writing. 

 

Learning Objectives: 
1.  Demonstrate the ability to coherently analyze: divide a text into rhetorical parts, name 

the parts, identify examples that illustrate each part, and evaluate the contribution of 

each in one or more essays; 

2.  Apply the basic principles of critical thinking—evaluation, analysis, and synthesis— 

in written essays that persuade or argue;  

3.  Distinguish fact from opinion in others’ writings and evaluate whether they prove 

their points and/or whether they can be appropriately used as sources in documented 

papers; 

4.  Research and write documented paper(s) using proper MLA style; 

5.  Find and evaluate library books, journals, magazines, and/or data-bases to find 

information on a topic or issue;  

6.  Expand the scope, confidence, and creativity of written expression 

 

Instructional Methods:  In order to enable a method to the madness of 

developing you into much better writers in 16 weeks, I hope to offer the following, in 

most classes, every session: 

 

1. Students will be (re)introduced to the fundamentals of Writing the College essay. 

This will include the application of core writing principles with the expectation 

that you’ll be applying Composition strategies across disciplines. Analysis, the 

application of rhetorical strategies, research, identifying logical fallacies, and 

editing will be core components of the course. 

2. Students will be exposed to a range of essays that offer context for some of the 

contemporary problems at the core of how writers are ―reading‖ America. By 

doing so, each class students will be enabled to identify both successes and 

challenges of rhetorical strategies in writing used in journalistic, public relations, 

lobbying, law, marketing, professional and technical writing, and advertising. 

3.  Students will WRITE weekly. While a substantial part of your grade will be 

based on some major essays (both in class and take-home), students should expect 

to write daily. Please bring Blue Books to class for these assignments, since there 

will often be in-class journaling required of you. As an instructor, I come from the 

old school of ―practice makes perfect‖, so you’ll be challenged to develop your 

skills as a writer over the course of formal and informal assignments. 

4. Professor-student and peer to peer engagement: As a philosopher by training, I 

will often operate as a ―Socratic midwife‖ of sorts—helping give birth to your 

ideas and their exposition, as writers, through various rhetorical devices we will 

be exposed to and learn throughout the semester. Group work or peer-to-peer 

work will be required on occasion   

 



CORE Curriculum Competencies: 

This course stresses the HCC CORE Competencies of reading, writing, speaking, 

listening, critical thinking, and computer literacy. 

 

Minimum Writing Requirement: 

To be good on a computer, one must spend many hours on it.  To be a good short stop, 

one has to field endless amounts of grounders.  To be a good writer, one must . . . .  As in 

any other skill, practice advances mastery:  6,000 words minimum.  This course requires 

more.  

 

Student Assignments:  
The instruction and progress in this course is, by design, cumulative—meaning that the 

assignments and exercises will build on each other over the semester. To that end, classes 

early in the semester will be especially foundational for the formal work that will be 

required of you later in the semester. Students will ultimately be expected know how to 

effectively use connotative language and write provocative analyses and argumentative 

papers with two rebuttals properly citing sources and applying MLA style.   

 

Assignments include:  

 

Analysis of a Text:  Two 900 - 1200+ word out-of-class analysis where a student learns to 

illustrate whether an author effectively proves his point or not. 

 

Midterm Analysis, an 600 - 800+ word in-class mid-term where a student analyses an 

audience based on the author’s use of appeals to logic, emotion, and credibility.   

 

Argumentative Research Paper, a 1500 – 2000 word paper that takes a stand on an issue 

defined in the Definition/Issue Paper; it refutes two opposing positions, using MLA 

documentation.   

 

Journal, an experimental writing exercise, it allows students to reflect on issues related to 

their research paper and to develop their confidence as writers. 

 

Final, a 1000+ word in-class argumentative paper that takes a stand on an issue in a 

literary text discussed in class and refutes two opposing ideas.  

 

Student Assessments 
 Introductory Analytical Paper. Arguing for an Argument: 12.5% 

 Critical Analysis of an Essay's Persuasive Support 12.5% 

 Mid-term: Analytical Essay In-class 12.5% 

 Argument Research Paper:  25% 

 Journal 12.5% 

 Final: Essay showing knowledge of skills learned 12.5% 

 Class Participation: Quizzes, Group Work, Peer Reviews 12.5% 



Where to find Class Calendar, Materials, Supplements 

  
A calendar and any reading beyond our primary texts will be available at both my 

learning web page (see pg 1 of syllabus) and on Blackboard. To that end, there should be 

no confusion or excuses about what is due day to day. 

 

Instructor Grading Criteria:  

 
 Out of class papers—analysis, research paper, and journal—will receive a 

contract grade.  A contract grade expects clear, clean English but focuses on the 

requirements that a certain type of paper demands.   

o Critical Analysis paper: student receives a C if he or she meets basic 

requirements, higher with exceptional writing. Rewrites might be 

considered for only a portion of points to achieve a passing grade upon the 

instructor’s discretion.  

o Journal: student receives a C if he or she meets requirements.  

o Research paper: student receives a C if he or she meets requirements, 

higher with exceptional writing 

 Midterm and Final 

o These papers will be graded by English Discipline standards, which 

include grammar, sentence structure, punctuation, word usage, tone, and 

mechanics.  The grading profile is weighted by the following percentages:  

 Content and Argument 30% 

 Organization 20% 

 Sentences 20% 

 Word Use and Tone 15% 

 Punctuation and Mechanics 15% 

o In addition to the average of grades on out-of-class writing, a student must 

obtain a passing average (70 - 100) on in-class writing in order to make at 

least a C in the course. If the average of in-class writing is a D (60 - 69), 

the student must receive a D in the course. If the average of in-class 

writing is an F (0-59), the student must receive an F in the class. (The 

average of in-class essays is formed by counting the first in-class essay 

once and by counting the last one twice.) 
 

HCC Grading Scale:  
A = 100 – 90 

B = 89 – 80 

C = 79 – 70 

D = 69 – 60 

F =  59 and below 
 

 



HCC Policy Statements: 
 Discipline: As your instructor and as a student in this class, our shared 

responsibility is to develop and maintain a positive learning environment for 

everyone.  I take this responsibility seriously and will inform members of the 

class if their behavior makes it difficult for me to carry out this task.  As a fellow 

learner, you are asked to respect the learning needs of your classmates and to 

assist me achieve this critical goal. (See Student Handbook) 

 

 Academic Honesty: A student who is academically dishonest is, by definition, 

not showing that the coursework has been learned, and that student is claiming 

an advantage not available to other students.  The instructor is responsible for 

measuring each student’s individual achievements and also for ensuring that all 

students compete on a level playing field.  Thus, in our system, the instructor has 

teaching, grading, and enforcing roles.  You are expected to be familiar with the 

HCC’s policy on Academic Honesty found in the catalogue.  What that means is 

that if you are charged with an offense, pleading ignorance of the rules will not 

help you.   

 

Just so there is no misunderstanding, plagiarism (using another's ideas or words 

without giving credit), Collusion (unauthorized collaboration with another 

person in preparing written work offered for credit), and other forms of cheating 

will not be tolerated. To be accepted, all papers require proof of their 

development. Students who plagiarize, collude, or cheat may face disciplinary 

action including the grade of 0 for the assignment, an F for the course, and/or 

dismissal from the college.  For more on plagiarism, see "Plagiarism" in The New 

McGraw-Hill Handbook, second edition.  (See Student Handbook) 

 

 Special Needs: Any student with a documented disability (e.g. physical, 

learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable 

accommodations must contact the Disability Services Office at the respective 

college at the beginning of each semester. Faculty is authorized to provide only 

the accommodations requested by the Disability Support Services Office.  For 

questions, please contact Donna Price at 713.718.5165 or the Disability 

Counselor at your college. To visit the ADA Web site, please visit 

www.hccs.edu then click Future students, scroll down the page and click on 

the words Disability Information. 

  

Northwest ADA Counselor – Mahnaz Kolaini – 713.718.5422 

 

 Missing Class: If absent or late to a class, the student is responsible for any 

information missed. Each student should exchange emails or phone numbers 

with at least three other students. After an absence, students are to find out 

what they missed before returning to class. Do not ask the instructor if you 

missed anything important. If students come in tardy, it is their responsibility 

to find out what they missed and to make sure, after class, that their 

attendance has been recorded; otherwise, they will be considered absent. 



 

 Attendance/Withdrawals:  You should understand that your in-class grade will 

suffer as a result of absences, and of course, your ability to do the work required 

in the course will also be impaired, resulting in lower grades.  If a student misses 

more than 6 hours of class, excused or non-excused absences, the student may be 

dropped from the course. Three tardies equal one absence. Leaving early is the 

same as a tardy. If students stop attending the class, it is their responsibility to 

formally withdraw. 

 

o If you feel that you cannot complete this course, you will need to 

withdraw from the course prior to the final date for withdrawal.  Before 

you withdraw from the course, please take the time to meet with me to 

discuss why you feel it is necessary to do so.  I may be able to provide you 

with suggestions to enable you to complete the course.  Your success is 

important.  

 

o If you wish to withdraw, obtain the withdrawal form from Student 

Services and submit it in the registration office or see me about 

withdrawing you. However, before you withdraw from any class, please 

consider the following carefully:  The State of Texas imposes penalties on 

students who drop courses excessively. For example, if you take the same 

course more than two times, you have to pay extra tuition. In 2007, the 

Texas Legislature passed a law limiting new students (those starting 

college in Fall 2007) to no more than six total course withdrawals 

throughout their academic career in obtaining a baccalaureate degree. 

There may be future penalties imposed.  

 

o In consideration of the above law, I will not give a ―W‖ as a grade option 

unless you have submitted the withdrawal form yourself before the 

deadline for withdrawal. I will only submit the grade earned by adding up 

your grades to date. Other instructors may have different rules concerning 

giving a "W" grade. Please read the syllabus for each of your classes to be 

informed of the rules. April 14, 2011 is the last official day for HCC 

withdrawals. 

 

o International Students: Receiving a W in a course may affect the status of 

your student Visa. Once a W is given for the course (after you have 

submitted a withdrawal form formally), it will not be changed to an F 

because of the visa consideration. Please contact the International Student 

Office at 713-718-8520 if you have any questions about your visa status 

and other transfer issues. 

 

 Last day for Administrative /Student Withdrawals:  

Thursday, April 14, 2011 by 4:30 p.m. 

 

 



HCC Student Services 

Information:  
Student Services provides master’s and 

doctoral-level counseling for the Northwest  

College student body.  Counselors are 

available at each campus to assist students 

in creating class schedules, evaluating 

college transcripts, and completing 

degree/certificate plans. 

 

Student Services regular business hours are 

the same at both campuses. Phone numbers: 

*  8 a.m. – 7 p.m. M – Th 

*  8 a.m. – 1 p.m. F – Sat 

*  Katy Campus, 713-718-5751 

*  Spring Branch Campus, 713-718-5669 

 

Additional Information: 

http://northwest.hccs.edu/northwest/campus

-servies 

 

Early Alert:  HCC has instituted an Early 

Alert process by which your professor will 

―alert‖ you through counselors of concerns 

that you might fail a class because of 

excessive absences and/or poor academic 

performance. 

 

Instructor Requirements:  
 Submission of materials.  As in any activity, like basketball, for example, 

writing follows certain rules so that audience and participants know what to do 

and what to expect. 

o In-class essays must be written on blue books. Unless told otherwise, 

students will write on one side of a page and skip every other line to allow 

room for instructor comments. 

o Out of class papers are to be turned in at the BEGINNING of the class 

period on which they are due. Papers and other work will be penalized one 

letter grade (10 points) after the beginning of class when due and every 

calendar day they are late up to three days.  After that a paper is no longer 

accepted. Make-up of in-class exams follows the same criteria. 

o Out-of-class essays must follow basic MLA rules (Modern Language 

Association: the writing body that is the equivalent of the NBA) and be 

typed, double spaced, and printed on 8 1/2 x 11" white paper with 1" 

margins and use a 12 pt. Times New Roman font.  For my class, unless 

told otherwise, please do not submit title sheets, cover booklets, or 

http://northwest.hccs.edu/northwest/campus-servies
http://northwest.hccs.edu/northwest/campus-servies


bindings.  Secure the required materials with a staple or paper clip. Points 

will be deducted from papers, which do not meet requirements. 

 

 Electronics in the classroom: As a student active in the learning community of 

this course, it is your responsibility to be respectful of the learning atmosphere in 

your classroom.  To show respect of your fellow students and instructor, you will 

turn off your phone and other electronic devices and will not use these devices in 

the classroom unless you receive permission from the instructor.  If such a device 

sounds or is used during class, it will be considered a disruption of the educational 

process (such as other forms of inappropriate behavior) and the student may be 

asked to leave for the rest of the class period.  If a student expects an emergency 

call, he or she must speak to the instructor to receive an exception to this policy.  

 

Calendar for Composition II: Spring 2011 
 
Readings and assignments must be read or completed by the date assigned, and they 
may be augmented or deleted by instructor. 
 

Week 1 
1/19, 20:  
W Syllabus and Calendar; Introductions; Introductory Journaling exercise. 
Prompt: Metaphor exercise: “In my family, I am a/the…” 
Discussion of Core Concepts. Metonym vs. Metaphor. Critical Thinking vs. Not 
Critical Thinking. Cultural Relativism. Vantage Point. Empty Signifier. 
Hermeneutics. Intertextuality. 
TH Introductions; Discuss Organization of Texts: Global Issues (GI) and 
McGraw-Hill Handbook (MH).  
MH Reader: Review of “Reading, Thinking, Writing: The Critical Connection” 
pages 120-124. 
Ron Paul on Family Values (homework) 
Please consider the classjump Youtube link by Ron Paul, who offers a number 
of arguments about "family values", including, but not limited to "gay 
marriage", Roe vs. Wade, and prayer in schools. To be sure, these are hot 
button issues with regard the discussion of the American Family in 2011 

 

Week 2         
1/24 & 26, 27 
M: Turn in 1 page Family papers based on metaphor prompt. Discussion 
about Boston Globe “Family Values?” article about Maternity Leave. 
W: Examination of “American Family Values” portrait prompt featuring three 
American political families: The Palins, The Obamas, and The Parkers 
Discussion of Barack Obama’s “State of the Union II”. How might we dissect 
President Obama’s speech in terms of what it suggests about American 
Family Values? 



Th: Discussion of State of the Union II in context of other conversations about 
family values. Introduction of Yes on Prop 8 vs. No on Prop 8 “marketing”. 
How do we analyze popular media in terms of the arguments they propose, 
especially in the context of the Family Values debate.  
Remember Quiz 1 on Monday, 1/31. 

 
 Week 3 

M: (1/31) Quiz on Assigned Readings. Discussion of readings, questions, 
definitions, analysis of the argument.  In class writing will be expected. 
W: (2/2) Discussion of Expectations for Paper 1. Introduction of Rubric. 
Discussion about Structure of Analytical Papers: Introduction, Thesis, 
Argument, Counterargument, Rebuttal and Conclusion. 
Th: (2/3) Analytical Paper 1 Due! Discussion based on Images in “A Family 
Tree, Freedom from Want, and Freedom from Fear” by Norman Rockwell. 
(See “Before Reading on page 21). Introduction to Study Guide: Discussion of 
pages 3-4, Issues.  
 

Week 4 
M: (2/7) Reading assignment for Monday in RA: Harmony at Home pages 18-
21, & “What We Really Miss about the 1950’s” by Stephanie Coontz. 
W: (2/9): Discussion of Pathos (The Emotional Appeal), from English 1302 
Study Guide. Reading, pages 5 to 1.2 on page 7.  
Th: (2/10): Discussion of Gary Soto’s “Looking for Work” & Application of 
Cultural Relativism on the American Family Values debate. Weekend 
Reading: The Color of Family Ties: Race, Class, Gender and Extended Family 
Involvement” 

 
Week 5  

M: (2/14): Turn in Engaging the Text Questions from “Color of Family Ties” 
Reading. Discussion of “Color of Family Ties” (RA) in lieu of Introduction to 
the Ethical Appeal. What kinds of evidence do the authors Gerstel and 
Sarkisian provide? Would gaps are present? What might offer a counterpoint 
to their ambivalence around whether class or culture are greatest 
determinants in family structure. Quiz 2 on Wednesday! 
 
W: (2/16) Quiz 2! Nuclear Family vs. Extended Family. Continued discussion 
of “Color of Family Ties” in RA. Discussion about Idealization of 1950s versus 
2000s. How would you measure your decade in terms of Family Values? 
What have been some of the critical and defining moments of this decade? 
Submit 2-3 page journal entry on 2/17. Specific prompt at 
classjump.com 
Th: (2/17) Journals Due! Discussion of Melvin Dixon's "Aunt Ida Pieces a 
Quilt” in RA. Begin discussion of Logos (The Logical Appeal) English 1302 
Study Guide, pages 10 to top of 14 (1.3.4). 



Note: Next week Classes will be held Tuesday 2/22 – 2/24 given 
President’s Day Holiday. 

 
 Week 6 

Tu: (2/22) Concluding discussion on Family Values Debates. RA 
"Proposition 8: The California Marriage Protection Act." pg 79 AND "8 is not 
HATE: The Meaning of a Proposition", by Jennifer Morse pg. 81. Consider 
whether the respective articles appeal more to Pathos, Ethos, or Logos. Since 
many utilize a combination of the three, be able to identify when and how? 
W: (2/23) In RA, "Prop 8 Hurt My Family- Ask me How" by Marriage 
Equality USA pg 81 & lastly, "What Is Marriage?" by Evan Wolfson page 89 
Th: (2/24) Review of Primary Essay for Paper II and demonstrated 
comprehension of Thesis. Discussion of Analytical Essay II due next week on 
3/3. Rather than focusing on developing your argument, Paper II will 
demonstrate your comprehension and articulation of two opposing 
arguments. Namely, it will test your ability to identify persuasive modalities, 
Pathos, Ethos, and Logos, in your analysis of which arguments are most 
persuasive.  

 
Week 7 

M: (2/28) Discussion of Pathos, Ethos, Logos and Development of Papers 
Due on 3/3. Discussion on Various Articles from Family Values essays in Re-
Reading America in conjunction with persuasive tools. Which articles appeal 
most to pathos? Ethos? Logos? Are they effective? 
W: (3/2):  1 on 1 Peer Breakouts and Development of Analytical paper 2.  
Last questions about papers, arguments, etc… 
Th: (3/3): Paper 3 Due. Introduction to Education Readings in ReReading 
America. Shortened day, due to Seven Lakes Testing. 

 
Week 8 

M: (3/7) Introduction to Education section: “The Myth of Education and 
Empowerment” pages 109-115. Begin viewing of David Guggenheim’s critical 
and provocative documentary “Waiting for Superman”. Students are 
encouraged to take notes, viewing the film as an “argument” about the State 
of Education in the United States. If the documentary is making an argument, 
what is it? 
W: (3/9) Analytical Paper II Due. Continuation of Guggenheim’s “Waiting for 
Superman.” 
Th: (3/10) Completion of film and In-Class Journal responses to David 
Guggenheim’s “Waiting for Superman”. Have a great break and remember to 
read the Horace Mann “Report of the Mass. Board of Education, 1848”, and 
Michael Moore’s “Idiot Nation” for Discussion on Monday, March 21. 
 

SPRING BREAK: March 14-18 
 



Week 9: 
M: (3/21) Discussion of Mann and Moore (pages 116-145 in RA).  Remember 
Quiz on 3/23! Waiting for Superman, Education Introduction, Mann, and 
Moore Readings. For Wednesday, Read Study Guides, pages 14 and 15 
“Patterns of Logical Development”. 
W: (3/23) Quiz 3! Discussion of Patterns in Logical Development as they 
apply to initial Education readings. 
Th: (3/24) MID-TERM. Question Prompt in Class Jump. Which facts (think in 
terms of ethos) from the documentary “Waiting for Superman” and other 
readings we’ve done thus far about “The Myth of Education and 
Empowerment” best align with your own experience in education? Who has 
been your superman? Who should have been? 
 

 Week 10: 
M: (3/28) Discussion on Fallacies in Logic. English Study Guide 1.3.6 on page 
15 through1.5 page 19. For Wednesday, Read: Against School by John Taylor 
Gatto pages 148 – 155. 
W: (3/30) Discussion of Gatto and preparation for in-class Journal on 
Thursday, 3/31:  We have been introduced to logical fallacies. In terms of 
LOGOS, which of the Education arguments presented are most logically 
sound. Prepare for in class journal writing on 3/31. Reading for Thursday: 
Still Separate, Still Unequal by Jonathan Kozol. 
Th: (3/31) Closing Discussion about Education Articles. Introduction to 
“True Women and Real Men: Myths of Gender” Section. For Monday, April 4th 
Read Alexis de Tocqueville: “How the Americans Understand the Equality of 
the Sexes” on pg 520. 
 

Week 11:  
M: (4/4) Discussion about preparations for Research Paper, due April 25, 
2010. Review of “Alexis de Tocqueville” essay. Read Devor’s “Becoming 
Members of Society” pg 527 
W (4/6):  Discussion of Devor. Review of Classic Scheme of Argumentation in 
Study Guide page 36. Identify a contemporary issues discussed in class or 
not, for approval for your final research paper. Present on Thursday, 4/7. 
Reading Morgan pg 601-607. 
Th: (4/7) Discussion of Morgan and Supplemental Screening from Hip Hop 
Beyond Beats and Rhymes. Homework: Visual Portfolio: Reading Images of 
Gender pages 568-573.  Use “Reading Images of Gender” on page 574 as a 
guide for how to read the images. Answer questions BRIEFLY for Monday in 
Journal. 

 
Week 12:  

M: (4/11) Discussion of Visual Portfolio 568-573 in RA. How can images be 
utilized as effective tools in argumentation? Read pages 37-41 in Study 
Guide. 



W: (4/13) Peer to Peer group work. Developing your Research Thesis. 
Should be presented by end of class on Wednesday, 4/13. For Homework, 
read Kindlon’s “The Descent of Men” pages 618-627. 
Th: (4/14) Discussion of Kindlon’s “Descent of Men”. Homework. Identify 3 
supporting sources for Research Paper. Present them as bibliography or 
Works Cited using Proper MLA formate on Monday, 4/18. 

 
Week 13: 

M: (4/18). Presentation of Works Cited/Bibliography for Research Papers. 
View: “What a Feminist Looks Like”. Discussion. For W 4/20:  Kilbourne’s 
“Two Ways a Woman Can Get Hurt: Advertising and Violence” 
W: (4/20):  Discussion 1 of Kilbourne. Consideration: America’s Next Top 
Model. Excerpt from Naomi Wolfe’s “Beauty Myth” 
Th: (4/21): Completion of Kilbourne Discussion. In Class Development of 
Papers and Teacher Conferences. 

 
Week 14: 

M: (4/25) Research Paper Due!!! Introduction to “Ah Wilderness: 
American Myths of Nature”. Some critical vocabulary for discussions about 
Environmentalism. For Wednesday, Henry David Thoreau, “From Walking” 
W: (4/27) Discussion of Thoreau. Spoken Word, Hip Hop, and Music as 
Argument. We will examine a song from each medium to say ways in which 
Performance Art has taken up the argument about Environmentalism.  
Th: (4/28) Crisis in Japan.  Discussion of Essays written about 
Environmental Crisis in Japan. Will be posted to Classjump.com before 4/27. 
Reading for Monday, 5/2: From As the World burns: 50 Simple Things You 
Can Do to Stay in Denial by Jensen and McMillian. 

 
Week 15: 

M: (5/2) Quiz 4! On Environmental Readings thus far. Discussion of Jensen 
and McMillian. Reading “From An American Childhood” by Anne Dillard for 
W 5/4 
W: (5/4) Discussion of Dilliard. Images from BP Oil Spill.   
Trial in class essay on Improptu topic from Environmentalism Readings. Peer 
review of In Class Writing using Rubric created by Instructor. 
Th: (5/5)  Return of Writings evaluated and marked. Discussion and tips for 
writing the In-Class Written Examination  
 

Week 16: 
W: (5/11) Final EXAM  


