HCC-Northwest Spring Branch

Dr. Verónica L. Reyna

Extra Credit Paper:
Building Comparative Policy Intuition:  What does the data show?
Follow the extra credit paper instructions.  Write an analysis paper about the quality of democracy and policy in the United States as compared to two other countries.  Use data from the State of the World’s Children UNICEF Data.  There are two goals for this assignment:  1. to begin to rely on data and systematic analysis to come to our conclusions to political questions, and 2. to begin to learn to decipher the politics behind presented data.  These are important tools for the savvy political consumer.  http://data.un.org/Browse.aspx?d=SOWC&f=inID%3a84
Pick two countries plus the United States and use these same countries throughout the analysis (i.e. the U.S., the United Kingdom, and Uganda).  The country options are located on the left-hand side of the page.  Pick three variables (i.e. Adult literacy rate, Central government expenditure allocated to health, and Maternal Mortality Ratio) and compare the three countries to one another for each of these variables.  You must look at one variable at a time.  It may be necessary to do a little research on the two countries you picked to find out what type of government and economy it has so you can form some hypotheses about policy differences.  
Make sure you understand how to interpret the data—units, dates, etc.  To help your analysis, the paper should eventually include answers from the following questions:
To learn to analyze data to form hypotheses:

1. How does the U.S. compare to the countries and variables you picked, and what do these comparisons tell us about America’s quality of policies (that pertain to the variables picked)?  
2. What surprised you about the rankings?  What rankings didn’t come as a surprise?  Is the U.S. better or worse off that you originally thought with respect to each variable?  

3. What policies or domestic situations in the United States may be leading to these policy outcomes and statistics for each variable?  What hypotheses do you put forth to explain 1.  Why the countries have different data? And 2.  Why each country has the data it has?
4. Is the United States unique and “exceptional” on the world stage—or is it ordinary?  
5. Is there a difference between policy and politics when you look at the quality of life in the U.S. comparatively?  Does government type—whether a country is a democracy, authoritarian, etc.—matter with respect to making policies that address peoples’ needs?
