
Syllabus for English 1301, Fall 2011
Tuesdays and Thursdays 5:30pm-7: 00pm CRN 53397 room TBA

Instructor: Walter Tete

Instructor Email: walter.tete@hccs.edu       
Office Hours: To be assigned (For now, by appointment) (713) 732-6059

PLEASE TURN ALL CELL PHONES AND PAGERS OFF BEFORE CLASS BEGINS

Course Description: 

Each person spends most of his or her life communicating with others or interpreting the communications addressed to him or her. Certain oral and written skills are essential to success in life. A person’s ability to formulate, express, and support with clarity his or her own ideas on any subject can be developed by writing experiences such as those found in this course, which stress imaginative and critical thinking skills, effective organization, and sound logic. These writing experiences, while primarily intended to develop the ability to communicate, can also strengthen the individual’s power of perception and promote increased awareness of the world around him or her. These results as well as the communication development, offer rewards that can be beneficial to each person both in college and later throughout life.
EGLS3 -- Evaluation for Greater Learning Student Survey System: 

At Houston Community College, professors believe that thoughtful student feedback is necessary to improve teaching and learning. During a designated time, you will be asked to answer a short online survey of research-based questions related to instruction. The anonymous results of the survey will be made available to your professors and division chairs for continual improvement of instruction. Look for the survey as part of the Houston Community College Student System online near the end of the term. 

 Student Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate knowledge of writing as process.

2. Apply basic principles of critical thinking in analyzing reading selections, developing expository essays, and writing argumentative essays.

3. Analyze elements such as purpose, audience, tone, style, strategy in essays and/or literature by professional writers.

4. Write essays in appropriate academic writing style using varied rhetorical strategies.

5. Synthesize concepts from and use references to assigned readings in their own academic writing.

Required Textbooks (textbooks available as package in the bookstore):

1) The Arlington Reader, 3rd edition

2) The New McGraw-Hill Handbook, 2nd edition: (Maimon, Peritz, & Yancey) ---Authors

3) College dictionary

Required Materials:

Notebook: for in-class writing (Journals). /Blue book for final Exam.
Reading assignments and quizzes:

You will frequently be assigned reading assignments from the textbooks. The readings should be completed BEFORE you arrive in class the day that they appear on the syllabus. You should expect to complete a short quiz within the first 10 minutes of class each day you have reading assigned. YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MAKE UP THESE QUIZZES. However, the lowest quiz score will be dropped. 

In-Class Writing (written on notebook paper)

In-Class assignments will be assigned during class and should be completed within 20 minutes. In class assignments cannot be made up, therefore attendance is important. I will drop one in-class assignment from your final grade

Major Assignments

Over the course of the semester, you will write 1 essay outside of class, 1 in-class essay, and a research paper.  All Essays (except the in-class essay 2) must be typed, double spaced, in a 12-point font--- Times Roman properly documented in MLA format. You will also be required to answer short essay questions on your final examination, or write a critical analysis essay.

Grading Scale

Essays (1 & 2)-----------------------40%

Research paper ---------------------25%

Pop quizzes--------------------------10%

In-class writing----------------------10%

Final Essay---------------------------15%
	Letter Grade
	Final Average in Percent

	A
	100-90%

	B
	89-80%

	C
	79-70%

	D
	                         69-60%

	F
	Below 60%


Late Work:
No late work or make-up work will be permitted on quizzes or in-class assignments.  Essays may be turned in late, but 10 points will be deducted immediately and 5 extra points will be deducted for each class period they are late after the first one.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. Plagiarism is the intentional use of someone else’s work as your own. This can include copying a friend’s homework, copying directly from a secondary source without proper documentation, or copy and pasting from an Internet source. If you plagiarize, you will receive an F on the assignment and you may fail the course. You should be aware that plagiarism could even result in the expulsion from the college. If you feel you might be plagiarizing, or are not clear of what exactly constitutes plagiarism, please see me for more information. 

You will be required to sign and turn in a plagiarism contract with each essay. 

Attendance and participation:

It will be most difficult to produce successful documents without actively participating, since we will determine the nature of the products collaboratively. Additionally, attendance is a component of participation and your final grade, and it will suffer accordingly if you do not attend class. Excessive absences, three or more, may result in one letter grade deduction from your final grade in the course. Six absences of any kind will force me to assign an “F.”  In addition, excessive tardiness, running in and out of class and early departures from class may count as unexcused absences.

Work submitted after initial due dates will receive a deduction of 10 percent.

I will take attendance at every class meeting, and I expect you to excuse yourself by email or telephone if you cannot make it to class that day. 

Please note:  The Instructor must sign all drop forms; students considering dropping the class must speak to me prior to dropping. I do not drop (withdraw) students from this class for excessive absences or unacceptable assignments. Any student missing more than six (6) class meetings who does not drop him/herself from this course will receive a performance grade of “F.”

Consultations and assistance:

I am available to discuss your difficulties and to provide as much assistance as possible. To ensure I am available to assist you, contact me as soon as you feel like you need more explanation or assistance.

Students with disabilities:
Any student with a documented disability (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, developmental, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the Disability Support Services (DSS) Counselor at the beginning of each semester. Faculty members are authorized to provide only the accommodations requested by the DSS office. Dr. Roman Alvarez is the Northeast College’s DSS Counselor. His telephone number is (713) 718-8420.

Other Student Information:
English tutoring is available free of charge in the Learning Center. If you need additional help with assignments, please take advantage of this service. Your essay must be typed before a tutor can assist you. 

 Familiarize yourself with the abundant information available to writers on the Internet. Some interesting and helpful sites are:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ -the best online writing center resource page (Purdue University)

http://uwc.tamu.edu/handouts/ -Texas A&M’s writing center resource page

http://www.m-w.com/netdict.htm -online dictionary

http://www.pnl.gov/ag/usage/confuse.html -commonly confused words.

http://www.chompchomp.com/ -grammar review and exercises.

Course Calendar

	Week
	Lesson topic/Assignments due

	1
	8/30- Intro to course and syllabus/diagnostic writing

Homework:  Read “Children are Diamond” p. 547
9/1- Literary elements (Lectures/class discussions)

Homework: Read “If I’m So Smart …” (Handout)

	2
	9/6- Discuss Homework assignment
Homework: Read “Mother Tongue” p.34 & “Freewriting” p. 67
9/8 – The writing process/narration/description, /discuss readings/In class assignment

Homework: Read “Write or Die” p.71
                  

	3
	9/13- Discuss homework, narration/Class activities

Homework:  Read “Notes of a Speaker” p. 93
9/15- Discuss homework, in-class assignments.

Homework: Read: “Stranger in the Village” p.124 & p. 90-124 in McGraw Hill Handbook
       

	4
	9/20- Essay 1 assigned. Discuss homework reading assignments 

Homework:  Read “Being Country” p. 105
9/22-  Discuss homework assignments/Class activities
Homework: Read “Informed Consent.” P. 260


	5
	9/27- Discussion of readings/In class activities (Peer review of essay 1).

Homework: Read : “Professions for Women” p.235
9/29 – Essay 1 due. Discuss homework assignments
Homework: Read “Yes Ma’am” p. 151

	6
	10/4- Rhetoric: Modes of Appeal… Logos, Ethos, Pathos (in class discussion/activities) Discuss homework
Homework: Read “Letter from Birmingham Jail” p. 494
10/6- Essay 2 assigned: - Discuss homework assignments/class activities

Homework: Read “The College Dropout Boom” p. 265
         

	7
	10/11 – Discussion of readings/class activities

Homework: Grammar Basics “The parts of Speech” p. 479 – 486   McGraw-Hill Handbook / “Under the Influence” p. 181
10/13 – (Essay 2 Peer review) Discussion of readings: 

Homework: Read “Reflections on Privacy” p. 378


	8
	10/18- Class discussions/activities

Homework: Read “Facing the Facebook” p. 399
10/20- Discussion of readings: Class activities

Homework: Read “Men, Women… & Darwin?” p. 466


	9
	10/25- Discuss homework assignments (Essay 2 … due).
Homework: Read “For Whom the Bell Tolls” p. 486/MLA handout 


	10
	10/27- (Research topic assigned) discussion of readings

 MLA documentation activity/Research steps/class discussions

Homework: Read “Understanding Research” McGraw Hill p. 250-260


	11
	11/1 - Discussion of readings /In- class activities (School library tour). 
Homework: Read “Resurrection” p. 452

11/3- Discussion of homework assignment (Peer review research paper).

	12
	11/8- Film “The House of Sand and Fog” (part 1)  
11/10- Film (part 2) 
Homework: Read “On Discover” p. 112

	13
	11/15- Film analysis/Quiz (for an in-class grade)/Class discussions

11/17- Intro: Poetry (lectures)/Class activities: (Research paper due). 
Homework: Read “The Veil of Self-Consciousness” pp. 144
11/24: (Thanksgiving Holiday). 
 

	14
	11/29- Discussion of homework/class activities

Homework: Read “What I learned … at Princeton” p. 246
12/1- Discuss homework assignment.
Homework: Read “Gold or Glitters?” p. 480

	15
	12/6- Discuss homework assignments: 
Homework: Read “Serving in Florida” p. 206
12/8- Discuss homework assignment/Final Examination Review/ PowerPoint Presentations based on students’ research papers. (Extra credit work).


	16
	12/13:- Final Examination. (Critical Analysis Essay or Short essay questions). 




